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State lawyers get tough Piatco bars gov't team 
on cell phone snatchers 3 from inspecting Naia 3 


By Philip C. Tubeza 3 By Clarissa S. Batino 
STATE prosecutors have been ordered to give 3 
high priority to cases of cell phone snatchi 
and to reject affidavits of desistance from vi 
tims, Chief State Prosecutor Jovencito Zuo and Transport Secretary Leandro Mendoza. 
sald yesterday. Е Philippine International 
А memo to that effect was actually issued BALANCED or Piatco, barred the top offici: 
STATE/AR г 


PIATCO штей away asix-member government 
inspection team led by Executive Secretary Ed- 
uardo Ermita, Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye 
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ў LUGAN NISAN JOSE SA wit" ЕЯ High ой prices, floods 


PANTAWID GUTON -4| send inflation soaring 


By Michelle V. Remo stood at an even higher rate of 
72percent) 
SOARINGoilpricesandlowfood Тһе inflation rate was the 
supply due to floods pushed in- highest since the 8 percent in 
flation last month to its highest April 1999, although 6.9 per- 
level in more than five years, cent-was also recorded in Jan- 
prompting the National Econom: uary 2001 
ie and Development Authority “This shows that inflationary 
(Neda) to issue a warning that pressures are becoming more 
inflation for the year could ex- permanent than transitory, The 
ceed targets by significant mar- combined ethnic unrest in Nige- 
gin. ria and the start of the winter sea- 
Inflation rose to 6.9 percent sonare expected to add pressure 
(using 1994 as the base year) in tothe already tight world oil sup- 
the year through September, ply" Neda Director General Ro- 
from 63 percent in the year muloNerisaid. 
through August, the National Last week, benchmark US 


н Statistics Office (NSO) reported crude prices hit a record 
ETONG GIA LNE ря rare терали еее Satcher ОПП Ше cee he gen oberg onto 


provides free “lugaw” (porridge) daily from 6 a.m. to noon. The Church's project had been feeding hundreds long before President Arroyo Базе year inflation last month кола 
ordered the distribution of food coupons to poor families. 


Food coupons for poor 


DSWD says program 
to benefit 5M families 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana, Christine О. Avendaño 
ànd Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


A LIFELINE in the form of food coupons—that is one of 
Malacaiiang's answers to the problem of hunger stalking a 
growing number of Filipino households. 

Saying she could not shut her the United States, where such 
eyes to the problem, President coupons were made available to 
Macapagal-Arroyo has ordered the victims of a hurricane that recent- 
distribution of food coupons to фе ly battered Florida. 

“poorest” families in the country. It has also been tried in India, 
= Ms Arroyo directed the Depart- where poor families in areas 
ment of Social Welfare and Devel- which have had scanty rainfall re- 
‘opment to come up with a voucher ceived coupons that could be ex- 
system under which the poorest changed for псе. 

families could avail themselves of Киа; a bit different in the town 
free grocery supplies, Press Secre- of Deva in Romania. According toa 
tary Ignacio Bunye said yesterday. posting on the Internet, prostitutes 

The idea of emergency food there were accepting food coupons 
coupons is not new. It has been for services rendered." 
tried in other countries, including. FOOD COUPONS/AID 


Much too 
SAYANG, i 
пењу | | many babies, 


CHOLESTEROL j 
om says Flavier 


WEIGHTY MATTERS 
И kk would appear that President Arroyo has gained a few pounds. Is it about time for her to go on the South Beach Diet? But then # could be 
By Christine О. Avendaño just the camera angle during prayers before a Cabinet meeting at the Palace state dining room on Tuesday. pov 
FEWER babies means more food. 

Senate President Pro Tempore а 
Juan Flavier yesterday inked the) À d k f d d 
хатаа DA, producers agree to keep food prices down 
country to rapid population 
growth, and criticized the De- By Juli coming months since they аге etables, chicken and eggs in the Dalangin said five areas in Metro 
partment of Health for not vigor- р assured of the supply and farm- country Manila had agreed to maintain 
‘ously pushing its family planning gate prices of chicken, vegeta- _ In attendance were represen- the prices of food at present levels 
program. THE DEPARTMENT of Agricul- bles and processed food at least _tatives of the Philippine Associa- up to the end of the year. 

ае: said a Social Weather ture and food producers yester- ший December,” Agriculture tion of Broiler Integrators (Pabi), These are Mandaluyong, No- 
эшо survey showing that day reached an agreement to. Secretary Arthur Yap said in әп United Broiler Raisers Associa- valiches, Paco, Commonwealth 
scion bats 15.1 percent of Filipino house- keep farmgate prices at current interview. tion (Ubra), Vegetable Council, and Malabon. Dalangin said 

holds had nothing to ear atleast levels forthe next three months Malacañang gathered уер Philippine Alliance of Philippine vendors in these markets would 

‘pork’ тсе nthe last о months an. following а report that hunger etable, poultry and meat produc- Fishing Federation Inc, Tilapia continue го sell chicken at P100 

or pori И rose to record levels in Metro ets and market vendors оа one- Producers Group of Bulacan, ће per kilo and eggs at P350 
i fem with the population growth Manila and Mindanao in Au- hour press briefing tthe Premier Һор sector and the National Mar- apiece, for instance, up to De- 
By Carlito Pablo ofthe Philippines.” gus. Guesthouse to drive home the ket Vendors Association cember. 
“While they keep saying that = “There is no reason for retail- point that there was ample sup. (Namvesco). “We market vendors don't have 


а нен id MUCHTOO/AID exsto increase their prices in ће ply of food, including rice, veg- Машуезсо president Rodolfo DA, PRODUCERS/AIO 
the streets, he fought for 


па | М hi М Sh th fi t b fi . b А 
gaseste | Mahathir: Share wealth first before growing business 
lac 
ae P temer | ByRonnelW. Domingo of Commerce and Industry, Ma- workers would start to lose jobs colony where race riots broke out ence that included captains of in- 
јен and T] Burgonio of Commerc and Indes, Ма. нода тон ат о У fn 1989 between the poorer па. dusty and former President Fidel 

Nesphyte Rep. Lorenzo im closing the gap between the Asked later what adve he joriy Malays and the minority Ramos 
Зее Lorenzo | БОЏПАВШЕ distribution of rich and the poor had spurred could give the administration of , éhnicChinese—hasa population Ви Mahathir, who stepped 
| “ire алаа 0580 | S io beforebusinessgrowth. economic growth while minimiz- Presiden Macapagal-Arroyo the ofles than 24 milion, with each down as prime minister on Ost 31 
та Tht ess the form, foreco- inpelasamdracaltensons. man who ruled Malaysia for 22 etizenhavingashare ofthe gross 2003, merely smiled during the 
theyseemlingenough, | oie success of a country Ike Wealsoctedothermessuesto усиз said bs counys history domestic product of $9,000. ls Висле опаве Then he ch 
Byabolihing pov becom, | Malaysia, according to former promote equity such as taxation was an open book. economy grew at about 5.2 per sually resumed his speech with no 
teal get hum Malaysian leader Mahathir Мо. of the rich, subsidies tothe poor, "I cannot tell other countries cent in 2003. comment on the embarrassing in- 
Ade rose A Марувап E & in Майа оп а camel of prices of esential what to do, but they are fre to ‘Nine minutes into Mahathirs temupion and harped on the prin- 
fense ofthe porkbarrel sys- | Todayvisi. Goods and promocing laborin- {emulate us in what] can be ар. speech the lights went out, plung- ciple that social equity should not 

ылу | akong at the 30th о pled to their own uation he ing the packed Fiesta Pavilion of be sacriñced for profit 

pine Business Conference orga- Не warned, however that said the Manila Hotel in darkness and “Achieving growth is simple if 
L проса by the Philippine Chamber wages must stay competitive of _ Malaysia—a former ВИША eliciting murmurs from the audi manaman 
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' E Matro Masta Co wth aes toy ahs 
WEATHER FORECAST Boga Payor Cit wan as 


FORECAST: Cantal and Southern Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao wil Tapepeme Риу Goudy онуи, 
aene бошу Ses wih от ranstowers and thunder- абс! Coy faes 
Stems becoming widespread tans over Southam Lun and Tati Clot ws gy vin fare 
‘aya. The resto Luzon wil hava partiy cloudy to cloudy wth rain- тү Coui wth Ras yw Pans 
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SC stops SSS auction of bank stake 


THE SUPREME Court yesterday stopped the Social Securi- this case the BDO, is reasonable, awarding government contracts to get copy of the Supreme for the sale of the Equitable PCI 

ty System from going through with the planned auction of ^ Theoriginalproponenthowev. оп negotiated basis.” Court order. shares to BDO in an exclusive ne- 

its 29 percent equity іп Equitable-PCIBank this month. er reserves the right to match the “Kt is a case of granting ВРО Thebankearliersaiditwasre- gotiation period that lapsed at 
best bid if it wants to retain the Capital the privilege of purchas- viewing whether to participate inthe end of June. 

Ina resolution, the high court Corp. 10 days to comment on agreement. ing the shares at its own price the auction of of the SSS-held Тһе deal ran into controversy 
issued a status quo order stop- the senators’ petition. ‘The senators filed а petition even ifother buyers are willing to shares. when it was opposed by various 
ping the SSS from going through Last August, the 555 an- asking the high court to stop ће paya higher price,” Osmefiasaid. “We will study whether we will groups, including the Philippine 
with its planned bidding of its nounced that it had resolved to bidding, saying that the Swiss ‘Stock analysts said фе SC or- go along with the bidding or not, Association of Retired Persons, and. 
shares in Equitable-PCI, -the auction its Equitable-PCI stake fol- challenge procedure would give der to stop the bidding of the we are still deciding,” Tessie Sy triggered a Senate investigation. 
‘country’s third largest bank, on lowing the failure of an earlier gave BDO Capital preferential 555 shares would stall potential Coson, BDO chair had saidearlier. But the justice department eventu- 
Oct. 20, following a petition agreement to ѕе the block to the treatment. growth for banks involved in the ‘Sy was unavailable for com- айу allowed the state-run pension 
from five senators seeking to Banco de Oro Capital. bid. ment yesterday. fund to go through with the sale. 
stop the sale. Despite the objection of BDO, Illegal This spells “uncertainty” in |. Ў BDO insisted that the agree- 

‘The high court said that, “with- which has filed a lawsuit to com- Senators Osmeña, Juan terms of robust growth prospects Hint of weariness ment was legally binding and 
ош giving due course” tothe peti- pel the SSS to honor the agree- Flavier, Rodolfo Biazon, Alfredo in the coming years for Banco de ‘With a hint of weariness over filed a suit with the Mandaluyong 
tion filed by the group of senators ment, the SSS said it would sub- Lim, Jamby Madrigal and private Ого Universal Bank and Equi. the recent developments in the Regional Trial Court to compel 
Jed by Sen. Sergio Osmefia, it was јест the sale to a “Swiss chal- petitioners Luis and Patricia Si- table-PCI, said the research head deal, Sy said the BDO Group had the SSS to honor the agreement. 
requiring the parties to “observe lenge” or a price-test challenge sonthatthesaleoftheshareswas ofa foreign investment house. not formed йз game plan yet for In the earlier agreement, BDO 
the status quo prevailing" before which would allow the BDO to illegal since it would effectively “It would have meant good the expected bidding of the Equi- agreed to pay P43.50 per share, or 
the SSS issued the resolutions ap- match the highest bid price dur- be done without public bidding. growth for them both. For BDO, it table PCI shares. P14 billion for the entire block of 
proving the sale of the shares. ing the auction. ‘Allowing BDO Capital to ac- wilirapidly grow their branch net- “For me, what will be, willbe, I 555 stake in Equitable PCIB. The 

The tribunal also gave the Under the Swiss challenge, a quire the shares through the worksince they will bankonEqui- am so... I put my hands up,” Sy Equitable shares closed at P44 per 
SSS, the Social Security Com- deal is subjected to counteroffers “Swiss challenge" procedure was table PCT's platform," he said. had sai share in yesterday's trading at the 
mission and its members and from the public to see if the offer illegal as it was "not a mode of А BDO official declined to Early this year, the SSS and stock market. Philip С. Tubeza 
BDO Capital and Investment from the original proponent, in bidding but a mechanism for comment since the bank has yet Banco-de Oro negotiated a deal and Elisabeth L. Sanchez 


5 | Solon says 49 
SricK) | 4 GOCCs to lose 
D Ај 3 P131B this year 


ineaporc 
ingopore By Carlito Pablo Andaya said. 
= These are the Al-Amanah Is- 
FORTENINE government-owned lamic Investment Bank PhiL, 
and -controlled corporations will Philippine National Railways and 
post а combined net loss of the Human Settlements Develop- 
Depart for Singapore between September 1 & November 15 and get P131.16 billion for 2004, accord- ment Corp. 
j ingapore Grand Pri: 1 ing to the chair of the committee Andaya said that Malacafiang 
A coal кена Dios ше свопов eee eet Я оп appropriations ofthe House of should have expanded the list of 
‘All you have to do is purchase а roundtrip airticket with a minimum one right stay to Singapore on or betore Representatives. 15 losing state firms to 21 to in- 
November 13, 2004, and depart between September 1 and November 15, 2004, to be part of the promo". “The leading usual suspect is of clude six government agencies 
А course the National Power Corp. that incurred huge losses in 2003 
Six (6) Uniquely Singapore Grand Prizes are up for grabs, each consisting of: à with a projected net loss of P114.2 and expect to chalk up even more 
€ billion,” said Rep. Rolando Andaya losses in 2004. 
+ 4 days/3 nights accommodation in а 5-star hotel а а аа 
for you and your partner і & To keep them afloat, the cash- CTS em 
ТАУ strapped and deficitridden na- “As usual, the affable Ms Bon- 
+ Two roundtrip Economy Class airtickets Ги i fen рее Go: etd 
. rovide P13.7 billion in subsidies her punches,” Andaya said. 
pation sient m this year, Andaya said. “The firms concerned are: t 
+ A Uniquely Singapore Experience 4 Andaya did not provide a list- Philippine Conventions and Vis 
2 ing of the 49 losing GOCCs but tors Corp.,P69.5 million in 2003, 
‘Singapore has so much to offer! said that seven of the 15 GOCCs P64.5 million for 2004; Sugar 
‘You've always known Singapore as a great shopping destination, a place where you can find exquisite earlier told by Malacañang to Regulatory Administration, P74 
culinary delights and lots of wonderful sighs. But did you know that Singapore is the only place where Shape up or face the chopping million in 2003, P59.5 million for 
you can star the day sharing breakfast with an orang-utan and, it that's not enough, have a pulse ~ Dlockareincudedinthelit. 2004; Ойша] Cemer ofthe 
pounding reverse bungee jump experience? Or spend the afternoon in a one-of-a-kind DUCKtour. Be i i mm (и 


о m Specialty hospitals 2003, 275.6 million for 2004; 
and cap thé evening with а thriling гок through a NIGHT SAFARI "Although it can be argued that Bases Conversion Development 


собе imbued with a social wel- Authoriy P420 million in 2003, 
fare function are expected to lose P71 milion for 2004; National 
money by the nature опре пав. Dairy Authority, 59.3 million in 
Gate, asin the ease of specialty 2003, P67.8 million for 2004; 
hospitals, that defense isnot ар. and the National Electrification 
plicablein all cases, Andaya said. Adminstration, P6.44 billion in 
He nored that one such agency, 2003, P1.77 billion for 2004. 
the National Food Authority Meanwhile, the National Irri- 
Shose main function is toensure gation Administration yesterday 
food security will almost double disputed reports that it was incur- 
its loses from P7-585 billion in ring heavy losses. 
2003 t0P14.552bilionin 2004. = j 
The rest of the seven and their ‘Paper loss’ 
projected loses are: Light Rail По а press statement, МА ad- 
Transit Authority, 1 882 billion; ministator Jesus Emmanuel М. 
philippine National Ой Co, Paras said that while it was true 
Р1.409 Dillion; National Home thatthe agency posted а net loss 
Mogage and Finance Corp, of P423 milion in 2003, it was 
72.692 billion; Technology and purely a "paper loss.” 
Livelihood Resource Сет, Р322 In accounting terms, the loss 
million; National Tobacco Ad. es, as reflected in the consolidat- 
ministration, P216.4 milion; and ей income of the agency, consist- 
the Philippine Television Net- са mainly of the yearly allowance 
work Inc., P27 million. for bad debts and depreciation 
^ à expense on capital assets like irri- 
Boncodin’s warning gation facilities for which there is 
‘Andaya said that five ofthe 15 по cost-recovery mechanism, the 
GOCCs that Budget Secretary statement explained. 
Emilia, Boncodin had earlier -Paras painted out thar unlike 
September 1 to November 15 В а great time to explore, experience and enjoy Singapore, warned to shape up might аспа. Napocor and other state utilities, 
iy cal cul ES eave бе oper Iyend up posting profisthisyeat_ the NIA does not charge its end 
petis ——— Ло = 2 { ‘These were the Манова Iiga. users the farmers, for water fom 
: tion Administration, Philippine * the irrigation systems that it has 
Singapore толу Dee та REN га Spm petu 
шет фи Z BN 935] Development Co., Philippine Со. ‘The only money that the МА 
сот Authority and the National collects from farmers is the iriga- 
"—— P M = eee 4.26 Housing Authority. tion service fe which covers only 
soe me Were ован па een errr "The remaining three ofthe 15 the maintenance and operating 
ага tert eo Mis Se era yo get or mar a: P TER prt а она GOCCs did not have any figures expenses of these irrigation facil- 
about their income projections, tes he said. 


Fro || C | 5 a 9 to Lu || а 0 Й Uniting people with possibilities 


Sa Domestic Money Transfer, di lang за perang padala mula abroad, 
sigurado rin апд padala mo kahit pa saang sulok ng bansa. 


_ And that's not all! : 
‘Singapore is also known for its year-round events, so find time to attend any one or two, or even three. 
of these events lined up for you. 
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outstanding Rich general in RP but can’t be found, 


women picked 


FORENSIC pathologist and 
‘spokesman for the dead" Dr. Raquel 
del Rosario-Fortun, and popular radio- 
TV journalist Ces Orefia-Drilon lead 
this year's The Outstanding Women in 
the Nations Service (TOWNS) 
awardees who were presented to the 
media at the Dusit Hotel in Makati City 
yesterday. 

Now on its 30th year, the TOWNS 
awards also include industrial engi- 
neer Aura Castillo Matias, scientist 
Madonna Carbon Casimiro, teachers 
Deanie Lyn Ocampo and Blesilda Perez 
Raposa, poet Josephine Barrios, mo 
actress and environmentalist СЫ 
Chin Gutierrez, 

Journalist Cathy Guballa, activist 
lawyer Marichu Lambino, fashion de- 
signer Ditas Ong and business executive 
and president of the Philippine Stock Ex- 
change Alicia Rita Morales-Arroyo. 

"The TOWNS awards will be given dur- 
ing ceremonies in Malacañang on Oct. 
28, with President Macapagal-Arroyo 
gracing the affair. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


By Alcuin Papa 


‘THE ARMED Forces of the Philippines 
yesterday assured the public that Maj. 
Gen. Carlos Е Garcia was still in the 
country and would be made to face 
charges before the Ombudsman. 

АЕР Public Information Office chief 
Lt. Col, Daniel Lucero made the assur- 
ance yesterday as he told reporters that 
some groups outside the military were 
out to use the Garcia case “for political 

"The AFP said Monday it had suspend- 
ed Garcia per request of the Ombuds- 
man for his failure to declare ай his as- 
sets in his Statement of Assets, Liabilities 
and Net Worth (SALN). The Ombuds- 
тап also said the increase in Garcia's net 
worth was disproportionate to his legiti 
mate income. Asa two-star general, Gar- 
Ча salary в P36,015 a month. 

"He (Garcia) is cll in the country, he 
ваз not left. We are confident he will 
face the charges against him," Lucero 
said, 

The Inquirer went to Garcia's house. 
їп Camp Aguinaldo to get his side but a 


carpenter working in the garage said no 
one was home. Calls to Garcia's cell 
phone were answered by a recording. 
Yesterday was the second day the mu 
dia had tried to seek out the genéral. 

Lucero said the last time the AFP 
heard from Garcia was Sunday. He did 
notelaborate. 

‘On Sept. 28, the Ombudsman or- 
dered the AFP to place Garcia under 
“preventive suspension for a period of 
six months without pay" on charges of 
dishonesty, gross misconduct and "con- 
duct prejudicial to the best interest of 
the service.” The Ombudsman gave 
Garcia 10 days to answer the charges. 

Lucero warned the controversy could 
spark more talk of destabilization in- 
side and outside the military 

“We know fora fact there willbe some 
groups who will use this for political rea- 
sons. We are anticipating this. Based on 
our experience, it is not far-fetched that 
dubious groups might exploit this." 

He said the AFP wes explaining the 
Garcia case to the troops in the field as 
“an initiative meant to reform the 
Armed Forces." 


During the Oakwood mutiny last 
year, rebel soldiers calling themselves 
the Magdalo group had denounced cor 
ion in the military. Only two weeks 
ago, the leaders of the soldiers apolo- 
gized to President Macapagal-Arroyo, 


Class of 71 

Garcia, a member of Philippine Mili- 
tary Academy Class ‘71, was named 
AFP comptroller (J6) on March. 10, 
2001. The J6 is the treasurer of the AFP 
and handles its budget and finances. He. 
was relieved on March 10, 2004, and 
transferred to Plans and Programs (55). 

Sometime in February, the office of 
AFP Chief of Staff Gen. Narciso Abaya 
received a report that one of Garcia's 
sons was held at the San Francisco air- 
port in the US for failing to declare 
$100,000 that he was carrying. 

In an attempt to explain the origins 
of the money, Garcia's wife Clarita ad- 
mitted her husband “receives travel 
money and expenses in excess of thou- 
sands of dollars” and that she often 
traveled with him with shopping mon- 
ey amounting to more than $10,000. 


Treat itchy, smelly athlete's foot with Clotrimazole 
Caneste Cream, And to prevent fungi from coming 
back, use Canesten Foot Powder everyday. It's a 
combination of Clotrimazole, an anti-fungal agent, 


and a pharmaceutical powder formulation clinically 


AE 


ма. Garcia was likewise reported td 
have stated in an affidavit that her hus- 
band also received cash for travels and 
expenses from European and Asian 
companies that had been awarded con- 
tracts for military hardware. / 

He also received gifts and "таша 
money from Philippine companies that 
were awarded military contracts to | 
build roads, bridges and military hous, 
ing, she aid, р 

‘Abaya, Garcia's classmate at thé 
PMA, immediately ordered the Office of 
Ethical Standards and Public Account- 
ability (OESPA) headed by another 
classmate, Vice Admiral Ariston de los 
Reyes, to investigate Garcia 

Rep. Rollo Golez (Lakas, 2nd Dist, 
Parafiaque City) filed a resolution seeking 
a congressional inquiry into the matter 

Rep. Prospero Pichay (Lakas, Ist 
Dist, Surigao del Sur) said Mrs. Garcia's 
revelations to the US authorities were 
‘enough evidence for the filing of plun- 
der and graft cases against her husband, 

“Suspension is not enough. He should 
be criminally charged,” Pichay said, 

With Cynthia D. Balang 


proven to effectively absorb 
moisture.So feet stay dry and 
protected from re-infection. Та 


From the anti-fungal brand 


most prescribed by doctors. 
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Tris pour your г Tavoite 
skincare professional = Facial Care | 
Centre -- celebrates its 22nd 
anniversary. 


| 
| 
| 
|2 


Juice as successful. 


That's 22 successful years of | 
unparalleled skincare expertise. | 
| Facial Care Centre is always first 
1 to bring in the latest technological | 
| breakthroughs to ensure you get 
2:1 the best solutions for your particular ^ 
1 skin concerns. Performed by our | 
seasoned therapists under the | 
=) supervision of professional skincare | 
| consultants and. certified | 
| dermatologists, you're sure to | 
experience the ultimate skin. 
pampering. 


Twice as beautiful, ; 
Have wrinkle-free, blemish-free skin 
with a fresh, youthful radiance. Only 
Facial Care Centre can give you all | 
these and тоге! 
LANI MERCADO. Y ~ К 

d Try ‘our treatments. and be | 
amazed at the remarkable result | 
Cal Facial Care Centre now for your 
free skin analysis. 


WEE 


CALL 892- SKIN: (7546) 


waa оқта: о ES Г егы 


_ Where Beautiful Skin Happens 
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Outstanding 3 
women picked 


FORENSIC pathologist апі 
‘spokesman for the dead” Dr. Raquel 
del Rosario-Fortun, and popular radio- 
ТУ journalist Ces Orefia-Drilon lead 
this year's The Outstanding Women in 
the Nation's Service | (TOWNS) 
awardees who were presented to the 
media at the Dusit Hotel in Makati City 
yesterday. 

Now on its 30th year, the TOWNS 
awards also include industrial engi- 
meer Aura Castillo Matias, scientist 
‘Madonna Carbon Casimiro, teachers 
Deanie Lyn Ocampo and Blesilda Perez 
Raposa, poet Josephine Barrios, movie 
actress’ and environmentalist Chin- 
Chin Gutierrez, 

Journalist Cathy Guballa, activist 
lawyer, Marichu Lambino, fashion de- 
signer Ditas Ong and business executive 
and president of the Philippine Stock Ex- 
change Alicia Rita Morales-Arroyo. 

The TOWNS awards will be given dur- 
ing ceremonies in Malacafiang on Oct. 
28, with President Macapagal-Arroyo 
‘gracing the айай. 
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А, 


Rich general in RP but can't be found. 


By Alcuin Papa. 


THE ARMED Forces of the Philippines 
yesterday assured the public that Maj. 
Gen. Carlos E Garcia was still in the 
country and would be made to face 
charges before the Ombudsman. 

АЕР Public Information Office chief 
Lt. Col. Daniel Lucero made the assur- 
ance yesterday as he told reporters that 
some groups outside the military were 
‘out to use the Garcia case “for political 
reasons.” 

The AFP said Monday it had suspend- 
ed Garcia per request of the Ombuds- 
man for his failure to declare all his as- 
sets in his Statement of Assets, Liabilities 
and Net Worth (SALN). The Ombuds- 
‘man also said the increase in Garcia's net 
worth was disproportionate to his legiti- 
mate income. Asa two-star general, Gar- 
ба salary is P36,015 a month. 

“Не (Garcia) i still in the country, he 
has not left. We are confident he will 
face the charges against him,” Lucero 
said 

‘The Inguimer went to Garcia's house 
in Camp Aguinaldo to get his side but a 


carpenter working in the garage said no 
one was home. Calls to Garcia's cell 
phone were answered by a recording. 
Yesterday was the second day the me- 
dia had tried to seek out the genéral. 

Lucero said the last time the AFP 
heard from Garcia was Sunday. He did 
notelaborate. 

‘On Sept. 28, the Ombudsman or- 
dered the AFP to place Garcia under 
“preventive suspension for a period of 
six months without pay” on charges of 
dishonesty, gross misconduct and "con- 
duct prejudicial to the best interest of 
the service" The Ombudsman gave 
Garcia 10 days to answer the charges. 

Lucero warned the controversy could 
spark more talk of destabilization in- 
side and outside the military. 

“We know fora fact there will е some 
groups who will use this for political rea- 
sons. We are anticipating this. Based on 
our experience, itis not far-fetched that 
dubious groups might exploit this." 

He said che AFP was explaining the 
Garcia case to the troops in the field as 
"an initiative meant to reform the 
‘Armed Forces.” 


During the Oakwood mutiny last 
year, rebel soldiers calling themselves 
the Magdalo group had denounced cor- 
ruption in the military. Only two weeks 
ago, the leaders of the soldiers apolo- 
sized to President Macapagal-Arroyo. 


Class of 71 

Garcia, a member of Philippine Mili- 
tary Academy Class ‘71, was named 
AFP comptroller (06) on March. 10, 
2001. The J6 is the treasurer of the AFP 
and handles its budget and finances. He 
was relieved on March 10, 2004, and 
transferred to Plans and Programs (J5). 

‘Sometime in February, the office of 
AFP Chief of Staff Gen. Narciso Abaya 
received a report that one of Garcia's 
sons was held at the San Francisco air- 
port in the US for failing to declare 
$100,000 that he was carrying. 

їп an attempt to explain the origins 
of che money, Garcia's wife Clarita ad- 
mitted her husband “receives. travel 
money and expenses in excess of thou- 
sands of dollars” and that she often 
traveled with bim with shopping mon- 
ey amounting to more than $10,000. 


Mrs. Garcia was likewise reported td 
have stated in an affidavit that her hus- 
band also recelved cash for travels and 
expenses from European and Asian 
companies that had been awarded con- 
tracts for military hardware.” А 

He also received gifts and “gratitude” 
money from Philippine companies that 
were awarded military contracts to 
build roads, bridges and military hous. 
ing, she said. 

Abaya, Garcia's classmate at tie 
PMA, immediately ordered the Office of 
Ethical Standards and Public Account- 
ability (OESPA) headed by another 
classmate, Vice Admiral Ariston de los 
Reyes, to investigate Garcia. И 

Rep. Rollo Golez (Lakas, 2nd Dist, 
Parañaque City) fled a resolution seeking 
a congressional inquiry into the matter, `, 

Rep. Prospero Pichay (lakas, ist 
Dist, Surigao del Sur) said Mrs. Garcia's 
revelations to the US authorities were 
‘enough evidencé for the filing of plun- 
der and graft cases against her husband, 

“Suspension is not enough. He should 
be criminally charged,” Pichay said, 

With Cynthia D. Balang 
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This October, your favorite | 
skincare professional -- Facial Care | 
Centre -- celebrates its 22nd | 
anniversary. $ E 


| Twice as successful. ~ 


That's 22 successful years of | 
unparalleled skincare expertise. | 
Facial Care Centre is always first 
: ^| to bring in the latest technological | 
| breakthroughs to ensure you get 
1 the best solutions for your particular 
| skin concerns. Performed by our | 
{ seasoned therapists under the 
=} supervision of professional skincare | 
| consultants . and: certified | 
| dermatologists, you're sure to } 
experience the ultimate кїп. 
pampering. 
enis Hi lat Twice as beautiful. 
Have wrinkle-free, blemish-free skin 
with a fresh, youthful radiance, Only 
Facial Care Centre can give you ай 4 
these and more! Р 


Try ‘our treatments. апа be | 
amazed at the remarkable result. 4 
Call Facial Care Centre now for your 
free skin analysis. 
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AFP says it's ready 
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to thwart NPA offensive 


By Alcuin Papa 
‘THE ARMED Forces of the Philippines 
said yesterday it was ready to face the 
threat of increased attacks by the 
New People's Army after the Commu- 
nist Party of the Philippines ordered 
йз armed wing to step up offensives 
against military and police targets. 

"The Armed Forces is capable of pre- 
venting the NPA from stepping up their 
attacks. We are taking the battle direct- 
ly to them. We will not wait for any 
threats,” said AFP Public Information 
Office chief Lt, Col. Daniel Lucero. 

Не added: "We are prepared and we 
have trained our people enough. We 
have sufficient armaments and training " 


Correction 


IN YESTERDAY'S issue, a front- 
Е 
for friends, relatives in wake—mis- 
stated the name of the US hospital 
where Rio Diaz died. She died at 
Daly City’s Seton Medical Cen- 
ter—not Seaton Hospital. The med- 
ical center is named after St. Eliza- 
beth Ann Seton, who founded the 
Daughters of Charity in America. 
кы eS 
ЕЕ 
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Lucero also said the military had 
scored significant successes against the. 
‘communist rebels in recent weeks. 

“If we are to look at the recent inci- 
dents... we have achieved a lot of tac- 
tical victories," he said. 

1а a statement the other day, CPP 

person Gregorio "Ka Roger" 
Rosal said the NPA had been ordered 
to launch bigger and more frequent 
"tactical offensives" against govern- 
ment forces whenever the opportuni- 
ty presented itself, “to accelerate the 
overthrow” of the government. 

The United States and the Euro- 
pean Union had branded the CPP and 
the NPA as terrorist organizations 
This led to the cutting off of funds 
from sympathizers and the freezing 
ofthe insurgents’ assets. 

‘The terrorist tag was one of the rea- 
sons the peace talks between the gov- 
‘ernment and the National Democratic 
Front, the umbrella organization of 
the CPP and NPA, were scuttled. The 
NDF had demanded the removal of 
the terrorist tag as a condition for the 
resumption of the negotiations. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo on 
Tuesday blamed communist and Mus- 
lim separatist insurgencies and the 
high jobless rate for hunger and 
poverty in the Philippines. 

“We cannot shut our eyes to the ruth 
of hunger and poverty The immediate 
causes are unemployment in the cites, 
and pockets of conflit in the country- 
side,” she said in a written statement. 


The cofücs were highlighted by 


the army said eight NPA guerrillas were 
killed in an encounter Saturday outside 
Peñaranda town in Nueva Ecija. 

The soldiers, who suffered по casual- 
ties, recovered an assault rifle, ammuni- 
tion, cellular phones and bloodied sacks 
believed to have been used as stretchers 
for wounded rebels, army spokesperson 
Lt. Col. Buenaventura Pascual said. 

In фе fighting Sunday soldiers 
dashed with about 10 guerras in Com- 
postela Valley province, kiling three 
rebels, Three other guerrillas were cap- 
‘ured and soldiers recovered four ris, 
two grenade launchers and Claymore 
mines There werena mop ais, 

Оп Friday, guerrillas killed four po- 
кетеп on their way to а market in 
Davao Oriental, east of Compostela Val- 
ley. On the same day soldiers and police 
captured three guerrillas in Pampanga. 

"The previous day, two soldiers were 
‘led ina freight with guerrillas in Ca- 
gayan province, while one civilian was 
kiled and four soldiers were wounded 
in another clash with rebels in Palawan. 

А day earlier, a gun battle between 
the NPA and the military in Apalit, 
‘Pampanga, left one guerrilla dead. 

"The rura-based Mandst rebellion by 
the guerrillas is one of Asia's longestrun- 
ning insurrections and is considered ће 
Philippines most serious security threat. 

Rosal on Monday warned of more 
attacks. 

He sad a three-year plan approved by $ 
the CPPs central committee last year Ў 
aimed to double the strength of each reg- 
ular combat unit in the provinces from 


Questions & Answers 
on Social Security 


New guidelines on Salary 
Loans Granting 


The Soci! Securty Commision under Вехи No 669 dated 10 December 
278, approved Фе revised оданле on sary kars ganting. 


Whomay quality for a salary loan under the new guidelines? 


An employed aer pajing sf employed or блізу тет SENM) 
whohasSpesedmentiycorstatorsiathelst T2monf'sprertofemonf 
босс apgication areeigtie toe fora sary ban For aonemorth ican he 
merries toron must have 36 posed morty corsibsiors pior tohe morth 
düiodaxpkzin Fora womorth kan he merberboroverms have T2 
posed mordiy cretusors pior e month d fing адроз 


Whataretherequirements? 


Foran employed member borrower his employe must be updated in 
Gtibutorsandioan remittances The merbes- borrower must be updated 
amet in his other member kans such secu зоб пестеп, NADE 
ardhousngicars rarted under the Untied Housing Loan Progam UHL?) 
ою deet fom SSShas not been доле iral bend nota pemanent dabit 
retzement and death not more than sty 60 years of age at the imme of 
acrkircandhe es nat been dq alid deto faud omit agn ће 
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How muchistheloanableamount? 2 
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rey sy ands posed Awomorhsisy an seit tice Бе 
аноде tenentefsbes morti say cedis posed fered the 
ne ighe mony sy ced bit rot o exceed PA 


How muchistheinterestchargedona salary loan? 


The ican shall be charged a nominalinterest of 10 per cent per annum Fist 

увале shal be deducted in advance rom the proceeds ofthe can. 

‘Second year ines shal be included in бе полећу aortas A senice 

ооо 
te 


Incasealoanisnot paid, how muchisthe penaltyinterest? 


Мото not einen де dt shal beara pay 1 per certa 
тоб. 


How ing wilittake the member topaybacktheloanandhow doeshe 
E 


The ban is payable whin two years 24 equal morthiy instalments. for 
єтроуей member borrowers, heirs deucon fom her siris tal saton 
e second morth ону е dite df boan А атаа sal be made onor 
Dekre he 10 dy foun he appiate month of deduction to the SSS orto 


In the largest number of casualties, 


p бехе cashes beween govemment 25t050membersthrough recruitment. 4 

“Complaints about lack of байташ: |' tops and communist rebels over the Не didnt give exact figures of the $ 
арабу may be sent ro Raul Pal- | pesrweskiharlekatieas9peopledead guerrillas’ current strength, but th 
ee d member cs those ofthe | and several others wounded, as the 35- military estimated they number 
ded emad а | year-old insurgency appeared to be eat- 8,500 with 6,200 firearms after hit- $ 
sbrica@inquirercom ph. ing up, The Associated Pres reported. 
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any ofits authorized banks Te employee is obliged to report to the new 
employers obigatins wth SSS and shal akow the new employer to deduct 
om hs sary the conesponding атоо due, plus any pea for bte 
renitonce d amoriztors. 


Fersefemploedor volta payngmenberborovers tefitamoriaon 
sal be paid to the SSS or any f&s authored barks on or before the 1 doy 
fhe thd morth folowing the date of kean. 


Whatisthereponsibilltyoftheemployer? 


“The employer shal be responsie for the coledon and rent tote 55 
ве amoriaten due on Фе menbesbonowes salary kan tough радо 
dedocio The employer shal айе new employees to secure fom the SSS 
эгирдзвдзлетеп of account The newerngioyer shal continue he deduction 
ard shal be дата or reritance to he SSS 


Incaseotretrementorresignation termination of employment how 
canaborrower pay badkhisloan? 


Incase fretrenertorespatn teminton o етүйрутетг о севип 
pecore of the company бе employer sl be пало deduct Бе wal 
blond he бал kom any bends due tothe employee and Зы emit he 
sarme in fil to SSS f he bends dve the employee or бе amount tee 
дбае for cet cf bigs othe emplee fe toy py 
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What happens to the unpaid сап in case of member borrowers death ttal 
Бу о retirement? 


Incase of member boroners death toal Фау or reremen unde the 
Sarid Securty Ac, the erte amount or any unpaid amount ofthe Катанија 
eres and pera theron fany shal be deducted fom be corepondng 
benet. 


Whenana member renew hissalaryloan with theSSS? 

‘The сап may be renewed afer бе робе amortization ped of two 0) 
qus вате о е tal Бо nte poosis tener 
Wherecana borrower fle his/her salary loan application? 
АБотонетауйе нае згу anapgiaton (SSS Form: о Member 
Loan Application Revised March 2004 and present hier dad SSS D 
ard at бе nearest SS branch representative обе. 


FermoeirlomafonvistheSSS Осе nearest you or cal 9006H6upt 
‘SSoremalatmenbsr_watons @sss.gouph, 
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NARAA STAND ON THE MAGDALO APOLOGY 


THE NATIONAL ROTC ALUMNI ASSOCIATION, INCORPORATED (NARAA) THAT COMPOSE 
SEVENTY FIVE PERCENT (75%) OF THE AFP OFFICERS CORPS’. INCLUDING ITS RESERVIST AND 
RETIREE MEMBERS, HEREBY EXPRESSES ITS POSITION ON THE PUBLISHED APOLOGY OF THE 
MAGDALO MUTINEERS OF JULY 27. 2003 AS FOLLOWS: 


тт IS OUR HOPE THAT THE APOLOGY OF THE MAGDALO MUTINEERS ACCEPTED BY THE 
PRESIDENT IS A SINCERE ACT OF CONTRITION THAT WILL HOPEFULLY LEAD TO THE HEALING OF 
SOME OF THE NATION'S WOUNDS: 


asian ни 


‘THE APOLOGY IS NOT HOWEVER A LICENSE TO ERASE THEIR CASES IN THE BAR OF LAW: 


№ 


‘Discount 
Upon enrolment on 
selected Face and | 
Body Treatment 
Programs. 


Promo Period: 
‘October 6-11, 2004 


APOLOGY OR NO APOLOGY, THE CASES AGAINST THE MAGDALO MUTINEERS MUST BE 
PURSUED TO SECURE THE INTEGRITY OF OUR JUDICIAL PROCESSES AND THE RUIE OF LAW; 


THE DECISION WHETHER TO GRANT AMNESTY OR PARDON TO THE MAGDALO MUTINI 
SHOULD COME ONLY AFTER THE COURT HAS RULED ON THEIR CASES: 


WE STRONGLY PROTEST THE CONSIGNMENT OF THE MAGDALO САЅЕ AS ANOTHER 
MILITARY MISADVENTURE THAT WILL REST IN OBLIVION BY VIRTUE OF AN APOLOGY: 


WE STRONGLY BELIEVE THAT THE LAW SHOULD RUN ITS DUE COURSE WITH REGARD THE 


MAGDALO CASE IN ORDER TO PREVENT THE cx ОР A CULTURE OF ADVENTURISM IN 
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‘THE FRACTIOUS SIDE OF THE MILITARY. į 
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Mr: Lejano sat jaded and impatient in the corner. 

With him, fifty hard-nosed veteran bus drivers, 
conductors, and ticket inspectors. They normally spent 
their days inside tons of diesel-propelled metal, crawling 
through the traffic-fume laden streets of the metropolis. 
None of them relished the idea of being gathered 
together that day for, of all things, a seminar. 


But orders were orders. And not being inclined to 
disobey, Mr. Lejano and his companions settled for 
grudging compliance instead. 


We werea team of trainers from iBank's Center for 
Learning. Our days were spent giving talks to bank 
executives, preparing training programs, and other 
developmental activities. Common ground, at that 
moment, was as rare as an empty seat on an MRT train. 
during rush hour. 


Prior to this moment, the only words we had ever 
shared with bus drivers like Mr. Lejano were 


It was around this point that we stepped into the room. 


AMABO'A SANGLAY 
(Re) 


President, NARAAPN-Chapter. 


NARA PA-Clapter 


The bus line and the bankers 


a few words on the educational qualities of merienda) 


“Para po sa tabi!” or “Manong bayad po" or perhaps at 


most “Pakibaba po ako sa Crossing” 

But our client, the owner of the bus line, asked us if we 
could help train his people. If we could smooth out the 
rough edges in their work attitude, help them work as 
a team and deliver better service. We were to help 
them see their job as something more than a means to 
make money. Inaday, we were expected tomake them 
fall in love with their work 


We resorted to what we considered our top secret ice 
breaker: snack packs. 


Nothing fancy, truth be told. Sandwiches, chips, biscuits, 


fruit juice. 


But sip by sip and crumb by crumb, the room began 
to warm up. 


What'they had all assumed would be a lecture was 
instead a dialogue. It didn't take us long to understand 
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International &xchanee Bank 
TAKING RELATIONSHIPS TO HEART 
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the frustration brought about by frivolous traffic 
ordinances and a daily diet of carbon monoxide. 

For their part, they saw how commuters would be 
rightfully indignant if a bus swerved irreverently in 
pursuit of more passengers. 


The day progressed and through our battery of activities 
and exercises (and lunch of coursel), they went from 
not caring whose toes they stepped on, to slipping into. 
others’ shoes. They werentt griping about problems. 
‘They were exploring solutions. 


The session drew toa close, but not their enthusiasm. 
They eagerly posed for pictures, thanked us for our 
time, and looked forward to the next day. 


(Any bank can give you interest, but how many are 
truly interested in you and your business? 

If this doesnt sound like the kind of relationship you 
share with your bank, do give us at iBank a try. 

We have a snack pack or two waiting for you) 
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By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo is giving Gov- 
emment Service and Insurance System presi- 
dent and general manager Winston Garcia 
"the benefit of the doubt" despite calls for his 
ouster and the protest action mounted by 
GSIS employees and militant groups outside 
the state pension fund's Pasay City headquar- 
ters. 
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This was disclosed yesterday by Press Sec- 
retary Ignacio Bunye who cautioned the 
sober and follow civil 
g their rallies only after 
officehours. 

“The President has not made any decision 
at this time (on Garcia's fate), at least not at 
this time, But it's fair to say the President is 
giving him the benefit of the doubt,” Bunye 
said. 

He said the President's appointees were 
chosen and retained mainly because of 
“her trust and confidence in them and their 
ability to perform the mandate of their of- 
fices.” 

‘A major protest rally staged by GSIS 
workers and militant groups entered its sec- 
ond day yesterday as they continued to 
press President Arroyo to replace Garcia for 
alleged mismanagement and abuse of pow- 
en 

"When asked if the protest action was proof 
оё the workers’ dissatisfaction with Garcia, 
Bunye said: “The Presidert is concerned; she 
islistening to both sides.” 

Bunye did not say when the President 
would act on the GSIS workers’ com- 
plaints against Garcia. "We'll find out 
soon enough the specific time frame. She 
has not given any indication on what ac- 

tion will be taken аз 
far as this case is 
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concerned,” ће 
said. 

On the protest ac- 
tion that has dis- 
Tupted services at 
the GSIS, Bunye 
told the demon- 
Strating workers to 
"make sure all their. 
actions are within 
the bounds of the 
law" 

"We are not pre- 
venting them from 
expressing бег 
views, but we have 
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civil service rules that state you cannot do this 
during office hours," Bunye said. 

He also appealed to the protesters to try to 
hear all sides and be objective in judging the 
situation.” 

Malacafiang is perceived to be coddling 
Garcia mainly because of his family's role 
їп helping the President clinch a decisive 

ictory in vote-rich Cebu in the May elec- 
tions. 

Garcia's detractors have charged him 
with, among other things, using the GSIS 
аз a milking cow, specifically for the P2- 
million car loan and the P11-million 
housing loan he obtained in a matter of 
hours and days, respectively; granting 
the e-Card business to Union Bank of the 
Philippines instead of Land Bank of the 
Philippines, a government bank, and the 
loss of several paintings owned by the 
6516. 

Tn Cebu City, the Cebu Chamber of Com- 
merce and industry (CCCI called fora fairin- 
избрав into the allegations raised against 

CCCI president Robert Go said this was the 
general sentiment ofthe members. 

Go suggested the investigation be con- 
ducted by the Ombudsman so that it would 
be not be tainted by political color or dis- 
crimination. 

He also urged Garcia's detractors to 
judge him on the basis of his performance 
at the GSIS and not on his being a Ce- 
buano, 

Garcia met with CCCI members on Mon- 
day to give his side of the controversy and to 
report on his performance at the GSIS. His 
only request was that he be given a fair hear- 
ing. 

Go said Garcia told them about the re- 
forms he had initiated at the GSIS—its com 
puterization, the introduction of the e-Card 
and the reinsurance policy that saved half a 
billion pesos for the government, among oth- 
er things. 

Go said Garcia should remain at the GSIS 
until his guilt was proven. 


As Charlie 
sobs, Rio 
is cremated 


By Carla P. Gomez 
PDI Visayas Bureau. 


BACOLOD CITY—He had stayed calm when his. 
wife, Rio Diaz, died on Monday But Negros Oc- 
cidental Rep. Carlos “Charlie” Cojuangco broke 
down when her remains were cremated yester- 
day morning in San Francisco, California, 

‘According to Rio's sister, Georgie Diz Balle, 
Charlie sobbed as the tray bearing the body was 
pushed into the furnace. Seeing this, George said, 
the six Diaz siblings who were there wept, too. 

Charlie was holding Rio's hand when she 
breathed her last at Seton Hospital in Daly 
Giry about 7:15 a.m. (Philippine time). Quot- 
ing a sister, Georgie said Rio coughed one fi- 
nal time, and was still. “Charlie then asked 
[everyone] to make a circle then he prayed 
for the Lord to welcome Rio,” she said. 

The Diaz siblings in the room were Ruby, 
Aurora, Coroy, Didit Isabel and Ramon. Also 
present were Charlie's brother, Pangasinan 
Rep. Mark Cojuangco and his wife Kimi, 

Georgie said she and another sister, Gloria, 
had returned to Manila on Saturday. 

“Charlie [was] an incredible husband to 
Rio," Georgie told the Inguinen. "Не [demon- 
strated] what it meant to be with one's spouse 
in sickness and in health. He stayed with her 
all the time and administered her medication, 
He knew all the details.” 

Rejoicing 

Yesterday, Charlie released a statement 
asking Rio's fr. '- “Say a prayer of thanks 
and praise to the Lord for He has mercifully 
ended the suffering of His child, Rio. Rejoice, 
sheis with Him in heaven." 

Charlie wil arrive in Manila on Sunday mom- 
ing with Rios ashes. A wake will be held at the 
Sanctuario de San ntonio in Forbes Park. On 
Monday a servi. vill be held at Chrsts Com- 
mission Fellowslup in Monila, Rio was a Bom 
‘Again Christian. The nest day her ashes will be 
brought о the St. ав Church in Ponteve- 
ёта town, 48 km south of Bacolod. Finally, the 
aches will be placed in a crypt at the Cojuangco 
family chapel in Hacienda Balbina, Pontevedra. 

‘Georgie said she was in Seton on Sarurday 
when Rio, who almost died the night before, sat 
up and asked to speak by phone with Ali, her 
21-year-old son, who was in the Philippines. 
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Piatco bars government 


a PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


WEDNESDAY, 
OCTOBER 6, 2004 


team from inspecting Маја 3 - 


From page At 


ing the premises and inspecting Naia Termi- 
nal 3 yesterday morning 

Ermita deplored being “locked out” as he 
said that President Macapagal-Arroyo, con- 
sistent with the national interest, was deter- 
mined to open Маја Terminal 3 to the public. 

“Ви today, the Republic has been locked 
ош of Terminal 3—a building that stands on 
government land. MIAA (Manila Interna- 
tional Airport Authority) has been refused 
the as-built drawings and detailed engineer- 
ing designs. It has been refused access to the 
bill of particulars, including records of 
equipment installed,” Ermita said in a press 
statement. 

But Piatco vice president and spokesper- 
son Moises Tolentino said the government 
could not conduct an inspection on such 
short notice. 


"They were not allowed entry because | 


there was not enough time to prepare for it 
We have to energize the system. We spend 
half a million pesos a day for electricity alone 
so we cannot accommodate them on such a 
short notice,” said the Piatco official. 


Arbitration case 

Alfonso Cusi, МАЛ general manager, was 
given another excuse. "We were advised by 
Piatco yesterday that they can't allow us to 
get in because it might jeopardize their arbi- 
tration сазе,” he said. 

‘Torecover its costs, Platco filed an arbitra- 
tion case with the Paris-based International 
Chamber of Commerce and hearings have 
started in Singapore. Piatco is asking for 
compensation of about $535 million. 

In the ongoing arbitration case, the Ar- 
royo administration said there were defects 
in the construction of Naia 3. It had asked 
the arbitration tribunal permission to in- 
spect the terminal but the request was de- 
nied. 

The Arroyo administration had offered to 
pay Piatco $350 million so it could operate 
the new Naia terminal after the Supreme 
Court nullified Piatcos contract with the 
government last year. But Piatco had refused 
the offer, saying it was not enough to cover 
its costs. Due to the impasse, the new airport 
terminal was mothballed indefinitely. 

Piatco's German partner Fraport AG filed 
a similar arbitration case with the World 
Bank's Intemational Center for Settlement 
of Investment Disputes. The German firm is 
seeking reimbursement of its $425 million 


ERMITA: The republic has been locked out of 
Terminal 3, а terminal that stands on. 
government land. 


investment in the terminal project. 
Yesterday's incident happened a week af- 
ter Piatco invited airline representatives and 
lawmakers to inspect the airport. 
Cusi said the Arroyo administration would 
like to see if the new yet idle terminal would 
pass safety and seculity standards. 


Security concerns 

In his statement, Ermita said: “We need 
experts ro tell us whether we are not placing 
any Filipino life at risk. This risk includes se- 
rious concerns whether Terminal 3 will pass 
tight security requirements.” 

Ermita also said that the terminal was 
buile with a mall accessible to the public, and 
“the vulnerability of the area to infiltration 
by terrorist elements is a matter that will be 
closely scrutinized by all international avia- 
tion and security authorities." 

Ermita stressed the Philippines was at the 
forefront of the anti-terrorism campaign. He 
said itcould not allow the operation of a ter- 
minal “that will put people's lives at risk, 
whether through faulty design and construc 


Digital invasion @ COMDDAP. 


Om 


a) ө 


И 


e 


Xen EL NEN Ped 
CUu E KPT AE 


GET 
the | 
POWER 


P 1739090, 4 
amos dl 


d Hip 


vist COMDDAPEXPOmanila2004 
the IT event of 2004 
FREE ADMISSION 


NIC Tont, Tho Fort Global City 
Taguig. Metre Manlia 
October 710.9, 2004. 

from 10:00 AM 1o 7:30 PM 


tion, or vulnerat 

Ermita also said that the safety of passen- 
gers and those working at the airport was a 
paramount consideration in the government 
decision to open the terminal 


‘42 defects’ 

"The government wanted to see if the fa- 
cility is safe and secure considering that 
there are reportedly 42 or so defects in its 
construction. The government wanted to ex- 
plore ts options, said Cusi. 

He refused to say, however, whether the 
inspection meant the government was work- 
ing out a compromise with Piatco so the new 

irport could be utilized. 

Cusi said Piatco had given the gover 
the green light on Friday to inspect Naia 3. 
But the access was withdrawn Friday night. 
Cusi said there was a miscue and the team of 
Mendoza still convened yesterday to inspect 
the airport terminal. 

Piatco opened Naia 3 to airline represen- 
tatives and some lawmakers on Sept. 29. 


Still hoping 

Piatco treasurer Jefferson Cheng said the 
company was still hoping the government. 
‘would allow itto operate the terminal. 

“We are hopeful that the government will 
cooperate with us. It will be a good sign for 
the country if this terminal could be opera- 
tional soon. This project was mothballed for 
more than а year and a half but in three 
months time, we can be operational again as 
soon as we are allowed," said Cheng last 
week. 


‘Ownership 

Piatco is 60 percent owned by the Cheng 
family, 30 percent by Fraport and 10 percent 
by Nisho Iwai Corp. of Japan. The company 
said it would have to pay $350 million to 
Takenaka International Corp» а 
Japan-based contractor tapped to build the 
fa 


Ermita said the aborted visit to the termi- 
nal would have demonstrated to “our people 
that the Republic has not closed its mind to 
the opening of the terminal. But we were 
turned away.” 


Studying all options 

Though the republic does not consider 
ага mere ocular visit would give it techni- 
cally relevant information to determine the 
Safety and fitness of the terminal, we 
thought that Piatco would appreciate the re- 
publics sensitivity to public concern that the 
Zovernment study all options to provide im- 
proved transport facilities, including the 
possible opening of Terminal 3, he added. 

Aside from Ermita, Bunye and Mendoza, 
the other officials who showed up at Naia 3 
for the inspection were Solicitor General Al 
fredo Benipayo and lawyer Florentino Feli- 
ciano. 


State lawyers 
get tough 

on cell phone 
snatchers 


From pageAl 


by then Justice Secretary Hernando Perez 
during his term, which Zuño reiterated in a 
circular to all prosecutors not only in the Na- 
tional Capital Region but also in the provinces 
‘and other cities. 

Zuño said the order was specifically direct 
ed at NCR prosecutors because cell phone 
snatching was rampant in the capital. 

"Most of the time, the victims are students 


{| who lose interest in pursuing their cases be- 


cause of their studies. So the cases are dis- 
missed," he noted, adding that with the in- 
struction to prosecutors not to honor affi 
davits of desistance, the eases could now pro- 
ceed. 
Не said all a victim had to do was identify 
їп cour the person who snatched his/her cell 
phone. 
‘According to Zuo, сей phone snatching is 
‘not simple theft but robbery with force and 
intimidation.” 
"The cell phones snatched are valuable. 
They're worth P10,000 to P15,000,” he said. 
"The prescribed jail term is 6-12 years, ex- 
cept when the case involves frustrated mur. 
der or homicide, he said. 


Villanueva case 

Regarding the recent killing of newspaper- 
man Jose Luis Villanueva by holdup men, Jus- 
tice Secretary Raul Gonzalez ordered the 
Pasay City prosecutors office to explain why 
the prosecutor handling the case was not pre- 
sent at the preliminary investigation on Friday. 

The involved parties waited in vain from 1 
p.m. to 7 p.m. for the prosecutor to appear. “1 
don’t want to tolerate things like that," Gon- 
zalez said, adding that the prosecutor had 72 
hours to explain. 


COLUMBIA GLOBAL PHOTO SALES CORP. 


Villanueva, assistant business editor of To 
day newspaper, was fatally stabbed by holdup 
men on a passenger bus when he refused to 
surrender his сей phone. 


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2004 | 


R-II asks SC 

to throw out 
bid to nullify 
Smokey deal 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


SAYING the Smokey Mountain development 
project was legal, the companies of business- 
man Reghis Romero II yesterday asked the 
Supreme Court to dismiss the petition to void 
the project. 

‘They added that some of government agen- 
cies that helped fund the P6.6-billion project 
‘even earned millions of pesos in developing 
the former dump. 

їп a 58-page comment fled on Oct. 1, R-II 
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Builders and А-П Holdings asked the high 


court to dismiss the petition of former Solici- 
tor General Francisco Chavez against the pro- 
jectfor lack of merit. 

"They said former Presidents Corazon Aquino 
and Fidel Ramos issued orders that classified 
thesubmerged areas around Smokey Mountain. 
as alienable or disposable public lands. 

"The contract is ће subject of a Senate in- 
vestigation and Romero had refused to testify 
in the Senate hearing because the case is now 
‘with the Supreme Court. 

Chavez had asked the tribunal on Aug, 5 to 
void the joint venture agreement (JVA) be- 
tween the National Housing Authority and R- 
TI Builders Inc, to develop Smokey Mountain. 
since it allows a private corporation to ac- 
quire at least 79 hectares of public land re- 
claimed from Manila Bay. 

He sad that this was ilegal since the 
Supreme Court had ruled in its decision on the. 
PEA-Amari scandal that lands of public domain. 
cannot be acquired by private corporations. 

But the respondents said Aquino and 
Ramos in 1992 and 1994 gave the NHA the 
authority needed to reclaim the lands and de- 
velop them into а low-cost medium-rise hous- 
ing and industrial/commercial complex. 

“Exercising his power to reserve public 
lands for settlement and specific public pur- 
poses, (Ramos) withdrew those lands from 
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SC clears 
2 appeals 
justices d 


THE SUPREME 
Court has dismissed : 


complaint of business 
тап Antonio K. Liton- 
jua against Court of Ap- 
peals Justices Juan Q. 
Enriquez and Bernardo 
P Abesamis (now re- 
tired) after Litonjus 
failed to substantiate 


his allegations. 
Litonjua һай 
charged Enriquez with 


gross ignorance of the 
law and serious mis- 
conduct alleging that 
the justice had tried to 
exor PLS milion 
from the businessman 
in exchange for a fa- 
vorable decision in 
cases that involved 
‘American Realty 
Corp, the Litonjuas’ 
family corporation. 
Litonjua accused 
Abesamis of serious 
misconduct for al- 
legedly influencing 
Enriquez to issue a 
temporary restrain- 
ing order and an in- 
junction in the cases. 
"Despite the seri 
ous nature of the ac- 
cusations and the at- 
tendant publicity, he. 
failed to convince the | 
(court) that credence 
should be given to his 
complaint, said the 
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| Food coupons for poorest families 


From page Al 


Malacafiang announced its plan 
to distribute food coupons a day af- 
ter the Social Weather Stations re- 
leased survey results showing that 
‘one in every seven families nation- 
wide had nothing to eat at least 
once in the past three months. 

Social Welfare Secretary Cora- 
zon "Dinky" Soliman said some 
five million poor families would 
be given food vouchers which 
they could claim in some grocery 
stores joining the governments 
“lifeline” program for the poor. 

"The idea is the voucher sys- 
tem can help a family go through 
а period when its food needs are 
not met. But this won't be forever, 
we need to have intervention... 
to help them (become self-suffi- 
депо," Soliman said. 

Sen. Ralph Recto, however, 
proposed a different tack to the 
problem of hunger. 

‘To help ease the hunger pangs 
of poor families and at the same 
time provide education to their 
children, Recto called for the 
adoption of a “school-atten- 
dance-for-rice swap” program. 

Under his proposal, 100,000 
elementary school-age children 
from “ultra poor and food inse- 
cure" families will be given one 
kilo of rice each for every day 
they attend school. 


Learn while you eat 

"This schoolattendance-for-rice. 
swap will solve two problems—the 
high incidence of dropouts among 
students coming from poor fami- 
lies, and of malnutrition among the 
latter" he said. 

Recto said the come-on of the 
program was: "You leam while 
your family eats. You get a diplo- 
ma and your family gets food." 

He said that 500,000 Filipinos 
would benefit from the program, 
which would cost the govern- 
ment P360 million every year 
while providing education to 
100,000 children and nutrition to 
half a million Filipinos. 

Each child would be bringing 
home 200 kilos of rice a year if he 
ог she does not skip classes dur- 
ing the 200 school days of a year, 


Much too many babies—Flavier 
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ош growth rate of 2.36 percent 
was OK, the fact remains our 
food growth is only 2.1 per- 
cent," he told reporters. 

Flavier specifically referred 
to Health Secretary Manuel 

Dayrit who, he said, had con- 
tended that the country had по 
problem in terms of its popula- 
tion growth and saw no need to 
focus attention on thi 

"We have to balance the 
number versus the resources,” 
Flavier said. 

‘As health secretary in the ad- 
ministration of Fidel Ramos, 
Flavier had clashed with the 
Catholic Church for his vigor- 
ous implementation of the gov- 
emment's family planning pro- 
gram, 


Lack of contraceptives 

Flavier said the current admin- 
istration’s family planning pro- 
gram was promoting the natural 
method of curbing births. 

"What m saying is that-it 
should be pursued more aggres- 
sively and more realistically” 
Flavier said. 

He ако took exception to 


according to Recto's novel idea. 

Recto said it would be the pub- 
lic school principals who would 
select, based on certain criteria, 
the children who would benefit 
from the program. 


Not begging 

Recto said the idea of food dole- 
outs was not new. He said that dur- 
ing the administration of Ms Ar- 
тоуоз father, the late Diosdado 
Macapagal, products like wheat, 
cornmeal and powdered milk were. 
distributed in public schools. 

Soliman said the distribution 
of coupons would be a “dignified” 
‘way of helping the poor. 

"rhe coupons mean these peo- 
ple have a right to get X amount 


FLAVIER 


Dayrics statement at a population 
and development conference that 
local health centers had abundant 
supplies of contraceptives but 
these were “underutilized.” 
Flavier said he had received 
many complaints that clinics ac- 
tually lacked contraceptive sup- 
plies. 

“So somebody is making bola 
(making things up)," he said. 


of food in a dignified way, with- 
out begging for it. It's just like go- 
ing tothe grocery, except that you 
have a coupon," Soliman told the 
Iuoumzn by phone. 

She said the food coupon 
scheme would also convey the 
spiritof compassion. 

“tt would give the signal of people 
wanting to help other people. This is 
the best demonstration we сап give 
in the spirit of Ramadan and Christ- 
mas, of the more fortunate people 
watching out for others in a most 
compassionate manner,” she said. 


In lieu of Christmas gifts 
‘Soliman said the mechanism for 

the voucher system was stil being. 

worked out by the DSWD and the. 


Sen. Rodolfo Biazon, who at- 
tended the conference where 
Dayrit was the key speaker, dis- 
missed the health secretarys pre- 
sentation of the DOH family plan- 
ning program as “gobbledygook” 

yn said he was concerned 
because Dayrits presentation ba- 
sically meant that the DOH was 
leaving to local government units 
the initiative to implement family 
planning programs. 


Where's PI00M? 

Flavier called for an account- 
ing of the P100 million that 
Speaker Jose de Venecia had in- 
serted in the last budget for the 
promotion of natural family 
planning methods. 

Flavier said he learned that 
the DOH had used or was using 
the money to train people in 
natural family planning meth- 
оф. 

But he said sketchy reports he 
had received indicated that some 
of those trained had been giving 
‘out the wrong information about 
artificial contraception. 

"Some of them would say us- 
ing contraceptive pills would be 
bad for women, and it could 
cause cancer, Flavier. 


National Ant Poverty Commission. 

‘She said she and NAPC con- 
venor Imelda Nicolas had been 
talking to big grocery chains to 
help by providing the food items. 

"Instead of giving Christmas 
gifts or [donating] to charities, we 
are asking them if they can direct 
some ofthe funds to this program," 
Soliman said, adding that three big 
grocery stores had so far agreed. 
She declined to name them, how- 
ever, 

The coupons can be claimed at 
National Food Authority stores 
around the country. 

Soliman said the DSWD and the. 
МАРС would use as basis the five 
million recipients of Philhealth in- 
surance cards, who had been iden- 


tified as belonging to the poorest 
familiesinhecou o 

"But we are going to validate 
them,” she said. Thus, the num- 
ber of poor families to be given 
the coupons could be lower than 
five million, 


Free food once amonth 

Soliman said the amount of 
food that could be claimed by a 
family, and the frequency, would 
depend on the budget and the са- 
pacity of the cooperating grocery 
stores, The idea is to enable a 
poor family to avail of the free 
food items at least once a month, 

‘Ms Arroyo said there was no 
denying the problem of hunger. 

“We cannot shut our eyes to the 
truth of hunger and poverty" she 
said ina statement. 

* spend most of my working 

y on these challenges—build- 
ing the physical, digital and hu- 
man infrastructure to fight pover- 
iy while nursing precious re- 
sources to extend the lifeline to 
the most needy families." 

Ms Arroyo said unemployment 
in the cities and the pockets of con- 
fict in the countryside were the 
immediate causes “but the overall 
challenge is structural and strate- 
gic, encompassing the entire run of 
human development issues.” 

"Our nation has all the resources 
to feed its people but we have to 
unlock the channels for food and 
opportunity to flow," she said. 

Businessmen yesterday urged Ms 
Arroyo to disperse economic growth 
outside urban areas and impose 
‘more stringent population contol 
measures to boost the income of a 
growing number of poor Filipinos go- 
ing hungry under her administration. 

Philippine Exporters Confeder- 
ation president Sergio Ortiz-Luis 
said the SWS survey only con- 
firmed that the economic growth 
being reported by the govem- 
ment in the last three years had 
mot trickled down to the masses. 


Jobs in rural areas 

“Even if the economy is growing, 
itis growing only at the top and not 
at the bottom. That people are go- 
ing hungry in a resource rich coun- 
пу like the Philippines showed an 


High oil prices, floods send inflation soaring 
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expected by analysts to stay firm 
heading into the northern hemi- 
sphere winter when demand 
peaks. 

Neti, also the socioeconomic 
planning secretary, said he ex- 
pected inflation to stay ‘close to 7 
percent in the last quarter of the 
year, fueled mostly by increases 
in oil prices." 

For the full year, inflation 
would average 5.4 percent, high- 
er than the governments target 
of 4 to 5 percent, he said. Infa- 
tion averaged 4.8 percent in the 
first eight months. 

Except for clothing, prices of 
ali commodity groups accelerat- 
ed last month, according to the 
NSO. 


Rising food prices 

Prices of food, beverage and 
tobacco (FBT ) rose to 7.1 per- 
cent from 6.5 percent in Au- 
gust. 

Housing and repairs, 3.4 per- 
cent from 3 percent; fuel, light 
and water, 9.2 percent from 7.2 
percent; services, 11.7 percent 
from 113 percent; пивсейа- 
neous items, 2.4 percent from 
2.3 percent, and clothing, 2.2 
percent. 

For food alone, prices rose 7.3 


percent in September from 6.8 
percent the previous month. 

"This was due to hefty increases. 
in the prices of com, 11.9 per- 
cent; cereal preparations, 5.8 
percent; dairy products, 9.1 per- 
cent; eggs 6.2 percent; fruits and 
vegetables, 9.5 percent, and mis- 
cellaneous food items, 4.5 per- 
cent. 

‘The price increase for rice was 
3 percent, the same as the previ- 
‘ous month's, Increases in the 
prices of fish and meat, on the 
other hand, slowed down to 8.7 
percent and 15.4 percent, from 
9.2 percent and 15.5 percent, re- 
spectively. 

Neri said floods caused by 
monsoon rains adversely af- 
fected vegetable production 
ànd reduced supplies to wet 
markets. 

Aside from the rains, Neri 
blamed the higher prices of raw 
materials such as flour for the in- 
crease in food prices. 


Electricity rates 

Neri said the recent increase in 
electricity and fuel prices also con- 
tributed to the jump in the cost of 
basic food items such as cooking 
oil, powdered tonic drinks, coffee, 
sugar, margarine, ginger and se- 
lected spices and seasoning. 

He noted that prices of 


INFLATION is the measure of 
how much prices had changed 
over a specified period of time, 
usually one year. 

The government agency 
tasked with computing the in- 
flation rate is the National 
Statistics Office (NSO). 

The NSO uses the consumer 
price index (CPI), which is the 
change in the average retail 
price of a “market basket" of 
goods and services usually 
purchased by the public. This 
market basket is a sample of 
all goods and services bought 
by a particular group of peo- 
ple in a particular area. 

In computing for the CPI, 
weights are assigned to specific 
groups of items to indicate their. 
relative importance in the bas- 
ке. 

Starting this year, the NSO 


What is inflation 


used both 1994 and 2000 as 
base years. There was а need 
to have another base year be- 
cause of the economic, social 
and technological changes 
that affected the preferences 
of Filipino consumers. 

‘The weight of the food, bev- 
erages and tobacco (FBT) group 
was reduced to 50.031 in the 
2000 base from 55.12 in the 
1994 base. Fuel, light and water 
groups weight rose to 695 
from 5.74. 

‘Other non-food items that in- 
clude clothing, housing and re- 
pairs and miscellaneous items 
were given а total of 43.02, 
down from 44.88. 

‘The food items are rice, com, 
dairy products, cereal fish, 
fruits and vegetables and meat. 
Non-food items include rental 
rates and construction materi- 


als, household furnishings, edu- 
cational and medical services, 
transportation and communica- 
tions. 

Price quotations are then tak- 
en from sample outlets or estab- 
lishments, which are chosen 
based on their popularity, con- 
sistency or completeness of 
stock, accessibility and perma- 
пепсу. 

These quotations are col- 
lected simultaneously in all 
provincial capitals and cities 
and in about 600 towns na- 
tionwide. In Metro Manila, the 
prices of food items are col- 
lected weekly while those of 
monfood items are collected 
twicea month, 

In terms of the purchasing 
power of the peso, since 2000, 
the local currency has lost 20 
centavos ofits value, 


petroleum products averaged 
P23.27 per liter, or 3 percent 
higher than the P22.52 recorded 
in August. 

In Metro Manila, inflation 


DA, producers agree to keep 
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the right to raise prices. If we jack 
up prices, no one will buy from 
us,” he sai 

“Told that the problem was not 
food shortage but the people's 
lack of money, Yap said the gov- 
ernment had intervened to keep 
food prices down at least up to 
December. 

"We have an obligation tò let 
the public know the real situation 
that the problem is not in supply, 
not in farmgate prices but some- 
where else,” Yap said at the press 
briefing 

Yap said the public should not 
be alarmed because the govern- 
ment was doing its best to keep 
supplies and prices stable. 

‘The DA has moved to link the 
poultry and agricultural produc- 


er directly to the markets, 
through the National Market Ven- 
dors Cooperative, to keep retail 
prices low. 

Yap said the producers were 
trying to lower their farmgate 
prices. Prices of chicken went up 
last year due to limited produc- 
tion, according to the agriculture 
secretary. 


Chicken prices 

The DAs monitoring of food 
prices in Metro Manila showed 
thar the prevailing price of 
dressed chicken is P95 a kilo, 
with a low of P80 and a high of 
P100. 

Pabi, a group of commercial 
raisers, and Ubra, a group of 
backyard raisers, have committed. 
to keep farmgate prices of chick 
еп at P60 to P62a kilo. 


"This is on the condition that 
сот feed prices will remain at 
current levels and the continua- 
tion of the special safeguard 
mechanism that would limit im- 
ports,” said Ubra president Gre- 
gorio San Diego. 

Pabi, which accounts for 80 
percent of the country’s produc- 
tion, includes San Miguel Foods 
Corp., Swift Foods Inc, Tyson- 
AgroVentures Inc, Universal 
Robina Corp. and Vitarich Corp. 

А 40-percent tariff is slapped 
on imports. Asa result, the prices. 
of chicken from Thailand and 
Canada stand at P80 and P131 а 
Kilo, respectively. 


Growing demand 

For assorted cuts from Aus- 
tralia, the landed cost is P88 а ki- 
10, and that for leg quarters from. 


stood at 6.4 percent last month, 
higher than the 6.1 percent 
recorded in August, according to 
the NSO. Outside the metropolis, 
it was 7.1 percent, up from 64 


percent. 


Same target 
‘Although the govemment has 
admitted that its inflation target for 


food prices down 


the United States is P70 a kilo. 

Pabi and Ubra plan to increase 
production by 5 to 10 percent by 
the end ofthe year to meet the in- 
creasing demand. 

Egg producers, on the other 
hand, have committed to keep 
the price of medium-size eggs at 
P3.50 per piece until the end of 
the year 

‘The associations of meat pro 
cessors have likewise committed 
to keep prices of meat products at 
current levels until December. 

‘The Philippine Association of 
Meat Processors and the Pam- 
panga Meat Processors Organi- 
zation assured the public that 
there would be no shortage of 
hotdogs, longganiza, ham, ba- 
con, hamonado and other pro- 
cessed meats, With a report 
from Norman Bordadora 


rd 


acute problem in the distribution of 
wealth,” Ortiz-Luis said. 

Ortiz Luis suggested that Ms Ar- 
Toyo focus her development pro- 
‘grams in the rural areas to discour- 
age provincial folk from migrating 
to crowded cities by giving them 
job opportunities where they live. 

“People are going hungry be- 
cause they have low incomes and 
little buying capacity with the ris- 
ing cost of basic commodities. 
"The solution is to create job op- 
portunities, particularly in rural 
areas," Orti-Luis said. 

Philippine Chamber of Com- 
merce and Industry executive 
vice president Donald Dee said 
spreading economic growth 
evenly throughout the Philip. 
pines would immediately address 
the hunger problem considering 
that food was more abundant and 
affordable in the provinces. 

Federation of Philippine Indus- 
tries president Jesus Arranza urged 
Ms Arroyo to allocate P20 billion in 
funds under the Agriculture and 
Fisheries Modernization Act to 
meet its objectives and make sure 
the funds did not line the pockets 
of unscrupulous officials. 

Arranza said Ms Arroyo should 
also check why food prices re- 
mained high even after nearly 
60 billion had been spent in the 
last six years to improve post-har- 
vest facilites and the transport 
network. 


Unchecked birth rate 
Aside from dispersing econom- 
ic growth, industrialist Raul Т. 
Concepcion said that Ms Arroyo 
should consider checking the 
‘country’s population growth. 
"Ies unthinkable to go hungry 
їп our country but what can we 
do if we just allow our population 
to getout of control?" he said. 
Concepcion noted that Thai- 
land's economy and the baht had 
remained robust and firm in the 
last decade compared to the 
Philippines because of Bangkok's 
aggressive birth control program. 
He said the government would 
not be able to reduce poverty no 
matter how much the economy 
grew as long as population 
growth remained high. 


the year will be breached, it does 
mot intend to change the target. 

Jose Майо — Cuyegkeng, 
economist at ING in Manila, said 
pressure from possible transport. 
fare hikes, wage demands and an 
expected fresh round of power 
rate hikes would fuel inflation in- 
to next year. 

The Bangko Sentral ng Pilip- 
inas (BSP), which has not 
touched its policy rates for more 
than a year, said there was no ur- 
gent need for an increase because 
rising inflation was the result of 
higher costs rather than stronger 
demand. 


6:15 percent 

The bank's overnight borrow- 
ing rate stands at 6.75 percent 
and its overnight lending rate is 
at9 percent, 


Deliberate caution 

“It is not a question of deliber- 
аге complacency on the part of the. 
monetary authorities but delibe 
ate cautiousness,” Diwa Guini 
gundo, BSP assistant governor, 
said, adding that Septembers in- 
facion rate had been anticipated 

Gunigundo had said that keep- 
ing a relatively low inflation target 
‘was helpful in encouraging the gov 
emment to exert efforts to ease in- 
farion. With a report from Reuters 


THE FOOD supply is adequate, Agriculture Secretary Arthur Yap (п 
suit) assures the publicata press conference at the Palace on Tuesday, 
and that his office was working to eliminato middlemen between. 
producers and retailers to reduce the prices of staples. raucawac noto 
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tem yesterday, saying scrapping 
it would mean “there be no 
more funds for electrification, ir- 
rigation, farm-to-market roads 
and livelihood programs. 

"We will see a steady in- 
crease in poverty incidence 
and the high incidence of 
hunger in the country will cer- 
tainly go up further he said. 

“Tafada’s warming followed the 


Froma towering tree 

‘Tafiada, 41, is the son of na- 
tionalist fighter and former 
Sen. Wigberto "Bobby" Tafiada 
and a grandson of the late Sen. 
Lorenzo Tafada, a towering 
figure who battled corruption 
and human rights abuses while 
championing the nationalist 
cause. 

As chair of the National Union 
of Students of the Philippines in 
his younger days, the young 
талаба had led protests against 
US military bases and a pervasive 
foreign multinational role in the 
economy. 

“How can we modernize 
agriculture with the abolition 
of the pork barrel?” Tañada 
asked. “What would now hap- 
pen to rural electrification and 
irrigation of farmlands? The 
pork cutback will make more 
Filipinos hungry. 

“Our constituents are very 
much worried," he said. 


“Not equal but equitable" 
Malacafiang has submitted to 


Congress is proposed 2005 na- 
tional budget seeking a 40-per- 


Тапада scion bats . . . 


cent slash in the pork barre of 
senators and congressmen. 

А 40-percent reduction 
would mean each congress- 
man would receive about P40 
million instead of the usual 
65-70 million, while each 
senator would get P120 mil- 
lion instead of P200 million. 

"Tafada said the proposed P40 
milion for each congressman 
would be divided into P20 mil- 
pop 

Ыл. ев, 
nancial assistance to hospitals. 

This means an average of 
only P2 million in infrastruc- 
ture projects for each of the 10 
municipales in aisi he 
said. 

Табада stressed that if there 
were a reduction in pork funds, 
the cuts should "not be equal 
but equitable.” 


No to line budgeting 

“This means that poorer dis- 
tricts will not suffer from the 
same cuts as better-to-do dis- 
m Giada also opposed 

а also o the 
line-item budgeting of pork, 
which means that each project 
and the funds for it must be 
specified in advance. 

“it would be disadvanta- 
geous to provinces that are 
prone to calamities, like ty- 
phoons and floods," Tañada 
said, citing Quezon as an ex- 
ample. 

“By going for a line-item, 
you remove the discretion to 
realign funds for relief, rescue 
and rehabilitation of calamity- 
stricken districts," he said. 


Great equalizer 

Tañada said a referendum 
on whether to abülish the pork 
barrel would show that majori- 
ty of the people would want 
the funds to stay. 

“For them, pork barrel is the 
great equalizer,” Tafada said, 
explaining that with pork, con- 
gressmen would be able to 
fund projects neglected by the 
national government. 


PHI 


Mahathir: Share wealth 
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the question of equity can be ignored. But it 
can't be ignored. At least not for long. Equi- 
table distribution of wealth must be attempt- 
ed, even if this gets in the way of growth,” he 
said, adding: 

"failure at equitable distribution almost al- 
ways results in racial confrontation and vio- 
lence of one kind or another” 

He said social equity was crucial for world 
economic growth: “On a world scale, we are 
‘witnessing today how the greed of the rich is 
affecting the growth of the world and them- 
selves because of disregard for equity in the 
distribution of opportunities and wealth be- 
tween rich nations and poor nations, 

“That, in essence, is what the present inter- 
pretation of globalization is about.” 


Striking a balance 
‘Mahathir said a government's effort to real- 
‘an equitable distribution of national 
‘wealth was necessary to unite а country аз 
culturally diverse as Malaysia. 

He said this process required a continuous 
effort of striking a balance between the con- 
flicting interests of the rich and poor. 

In gaining independence from the British, 
Malay leaders had to work hard to unite the. 
nation’s indigenous Malays as well as ethnic 
Chinese and Indians, who were further divid- 
ed between the rich and the poor. 

But Mahathir stressed that the rich de- 
served help in making reasonable profits from 
their legitimate business activities so they 
could help develop the economy. 

“Trying to bring about equity by expropri- 
ating the wealth of the rich—such as what the 
communists did—and ensuring that no one 
gets rich, is counterproductive and detrimen- 
tal to the well-being of the poor,” he said. 

Оп the other hand, he said, the poor must 
be protected from the “predatory instincts" of 
therich. 

"The poor should pay less or no taxes, and 
their incomes should be reasonable through 
government supervision ofthe employers and 
the rich," he said. 

Mahathir said that in Malaysia, the govern- 
ment directly controlled the prices of essen- 
tial goods and services “to prevent abuses 
which cause inflation.” 

Confrontation through rallies and strikes 
only discourages investments and prevents 
the creation of jobs, he said. 

He added: “We have not completely suc- 
ceeded in creating an equitable society hand 
in hand with growth in Malaysia, but what 
has been achieved is quite significant .. and 
far exceeds those of other countries. 

“Provided that the policies and strategies 


are continued and new ideas introduced, busi- 
Tess growth with social equity will continue to 
characterize Malaysia's economic scene.” 
Anwar's chances 

‘Mahathir commented on a wide range of is- 
sues, including the acquittal last month of his 
former deputy and political rival, Anwar 
ы-ы быз 

Не Ьейшйей the chances of Anwar, once 


pate in politics for five years beginning from the 
end of [your] sentence. So for his first charge 
[of corruption], he was found guilty, and five 
years from that he can't participate in polities.” 

‘Mahathir also said support for Anwar had 
waned. 

“We are not worried about him because the 
acquittal was on very flimsy grounds and he has 
actually no support, like he did before. He will 
have support from outside the country but out- 
side the country theyre not our constituents," 
Mahathir added, drawing loud applause. 
Fair treatment 

While Mahathir declined to give advice to 
Ms Arroyo, he urged Philippine leaders to be 
fair in dealing with foreign investors. 

1:55 essential that we treat foreign investors 
fairly” he said. (Tm not saying that] if they do 
something wrong, we shouldn't act against 
them. But we must be fair to them, and then 
they] will have confidence in the country and 
they will come, even without you calling them.” 

He recalled that Malaysian businessmen 
once tried to invest in another country but 
‘were turned off after the government of that 
country tried to amend the terms of the busi- 
ness deal after a change of leadershi 

"Of course, when you do that, you will de- 
ter other investors from coming in," he said. 

He cited this experience when asked to 
comment on the Supreme Court's decision to 
stop the sale of the Manila Hotel to Malaysian 
investors years ago because of the law limit- 
ing foreign ownership of property. 

Mahathir also said his government's eco- 
nomic success lay in its support for large as 
well as small- and medium-scale enterprises. 

He said Malaysia had adopted the Japanese 
conceptof one village, one product" and pro- 
vided credit to small businessmen without re- 
quiring collateral. 

“You have to be interested jn all segments of 
the economy. We cant just focus on the big cor- 
porations and ignore the small ones. Because 
the small ones feed the big ones," he said. 

Mahathir attributed Malaysia's success in 
unifying its multiracial population to its coali- 


before growing business 


tion government—a government by all par- | 
Чез = representing) all diferent races and 
different classes,” 


Coalition government 

He said Malaysia succeeded in rooting out 
the communist insurgency in 1990 after deal- 
ing with it militarily and addressing its causes. 

The government, he said, granted citizen- 
ship to one million Chinese and provided them 
Jand and the means to earn a living—thus re- 
ducing support for the insurgents. 

“While there is still a difference in the eco- 
nomic status of the ethnic Chinese and the 
Malays, "the disparity is less than before and, 
therefore, more tolerable,” he said. 

Thus, he said, during the 1997 Asian cur- 
rency crisis, the Malaysians did not blame 
the Chinese for the recession and did not burn 
Chinese shops.” With an AFP report 
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CLEVELAND-—Vice President Dick 
Cheney and Sen. John Edwards 
take center stage in the race for 
the White House on Tuesday in a 
nationally televised debate that is 
likely to focus on the Iraq war and 
US security issues but also will in- 
clude domestic topics. 

With polls showing the race for the 
‘White House tightening after last week's 
clash between President George W Bush 
and Democratic rival John Kerry, the stakes 
for the showdown between their running. 
mates have been raised dramatically. 

Cheney the administration's most 


outspoken supporter of the war and 
harshest critic of Kerry, will make the 
White House's case for the invasion of 
Iraq and try to stem the momentim 
building for Kerry since he put Bush on 
the defensive in last week's debate. 
Bush campaign strategist. Matthew 
Dowd said Cheney would “explain to the 
‘American people why the president’ poli- 
cies are right for this country and the world 
in fighting the war on terror, in keeping 
our economy growing and responding to 
the new challenges in the 21st century” 
Edwards, а fustterm senator from 
North Carolina who was chosen for the 
ticket by Kerry after a strong primary run, 


will try to put Cheney on the defensive 
about the administrations policies in Iraq, 
its record on jobs and health care and its 
ties to special interests, Kerry aides said. 

“We expect John Edwards to hold 
Dick Cheney and George Bush account- 
able for their record,” Kerry adviser Joe 
Lockhart said, 

Cheney prominent role as a senior 
adviser in the administration, and a flur- 
ryofnew polls showing Kerry closing the 
gap on Bush or pulling even, have added 


new luster to the vice presidential е, 


bate, traditionally а campaign sideshow. 
Cheney is portrayed by critics as the. 
dark architect of the Iraq war. His secre- 
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It's Cheney, Edwards turn to debate 


tive energy task force, along with his 
ties to energy giant Haliburton and the 
ой industry, have made him a lightning 
той for Democratic complaints. 

Edwards is expected to press Cheney 
about his role in formulating the administra 
tion's energy and Iraq policies, and on Ch- 
поўз connections to Halliburton, which he 
headed from 1995 to 2000 and which now 
isa leading US military contractor in Iraq, 

"Tihink there is a very powerful argu- 
ment that Dick Cheney's experience 
and his judgment and especially the ad- 
vice he has given the president has not 
been good for the American people," 
Kerry adviser Tad Devine said. Reuters 


1963 by the experi- 


‘te FOLLOWED bya chase lane traling smoke, 
“ig SpaceShipOne with pilot Brian Binnie at the 
controls glides back to earth after soaring 
into space to clinch the Ansari X Prize at 
Mojave, California Airport on Monday. ГА 
Е 1 
f'SpaceShipOne 

ags $10-M prize, 
sets new record 

mie мой fit privately 

spacecraft soared to the 

blackened frontiers of space for the second, 

ин M или a 

ipgitude record and clinching a $10-million prize 
[рген ‘to spur commercial space travel. 

ды 

lane, hurtled to a height of 111,996 meters 

‘surpassing its target altitude without the 

d hearestopping barrel rolls that vexed the 

'crafes qualifying flight on Wednesday. 

‘The triumphant flight, which took place on 

the anniversary of the 1957 Sputnik launch, 
| also eclipsed the world altitude record for a 
~. fixed-wing aircraft, se 
НИНЫ 
{Тє are proud fo announce da Spr 
& shipOne has made two flights to 100 km and 
li has won the Ansari X Prize,” space enthusiast 

Peter Diamandis, founder of the X Prize com- 

ЖЕТТТ 
‘Thousands of spectators gathered beside the 
runway cheered as the craft glided back to the ~ 
пого California's desert fora ebook landing. 
ET Brian Binnie, the 51-year-old former US 
"Navy pilot who was at the controls, emerged 
Би from the craft's side hatch onto the 
Жолды им he was met by his wife. 
af". Also’ present Were aireraft designer Burt Ru- 
Stan, Microsoft Corp. co-founder Paul Allen, who 
а 
наас Rd Branson, 
who has licensed the SpaceShipOne design for 
Кете clus 

se i acer he beam маја he 
did pulled out a paper model of SpaceShipOne 
‘and let it free fall in the cockpit with him as he 
seed а ила foci’ oe 
and а sense of wonder that, | tell you what, you 
all need to experience,” he said. 

‘The X Prize, aimed at encouraging ће devel- 
‘opment of civilian space travel, was offered for 
the first team to fly three people, or the equiva- 
lent weight, to at least 100 km in altitude and 
do it again within two weeks, Reuters 
Fighting erupts 

* in Baghdad slum 

» after car bombings 
BAGHDAD—Heavy fighting erupted between. 

о US manns and Shite imet Baghdad 
Sadr hy am on Monday might afer ca 

i. bombs earlier killed at least 26 people in two 

© ete 

ч Witnesses said American AC-130 aircraft 

^1? pounded suspected rebel positions in Sadr 
City, but there was no immediate word on ca- 

+. Soke and tae US mita tid had тота. 
formation on the fighting. 

‘The attack on the slum, a stronghold of 
firebrand Shiite cleric Moqtada Sadr, was part 
of an offensive by US and Iraqi forces to crush. 

а 
+ before elections scheduled for January. 

4 Residents said they could hear the sound of 
о 
,, City home to more than two million people. 

у “I hear explosions, AC-130 planes were fir- 
2 ing,” said а Sadr City resident. 

Tita hese im each vig 

^ to Sadr City. 

Helicopters could be heard in Baghdad 

^ heading in the direction of Sadr City. 
Jy — The fighting came after the car bomb attacks 
brought more camage to the streets of two Iragi 
a c Ee отор 
^ outthe insurgency ahead of nationwide polls. 
E Tn То ране ree wie РИ 
bombers struck twice in Baghdad and once in 
oh the northern city of Mosul. 
aR К NN 
Ми er rS 
We беш tones hee m Бе ta dots 
‘ment, killing at least 15 people and wounding 
80, a hospital official said. 
verbe etie aita iei 
Eg ro p 
Sadoun Street, a major thoroughfare east of 
the Tigris river, where several hotels used by 
foreign contractors are located. No US troops 
ede 
In Mosul, a car bomb exploded outside a 
{patton ting Sue peopl dating 
|. two children, police said. Reuters 
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Megawati concedes defeat in Indonesian election 


с JAKARTA—Indonesia’s outgoing 
President Megawati Sukamoputri 
on Tuesday tearfully conceded de- 
featin last month's elections, clear- 
ing the way for the winner, Susilo 
Bambang Yudhoyono, to begin 
forming anew government. 

Yudhoyono had been waiting 
for Megawati's concession before 
claiming victory, respecting the 
decorum of Indonesia's fledgling 


US President George W. Bush directly It was praised as a key fair by local and international ingaloofand uncaring. 
congratulated Yudhoyono on his згер in the country's transition (о monitors, did not involve enough Analysts say Yudhoyono must 
victory. ‘democracy after the fall ofex-dic- votes to influence the final result. quickly take action in solving In- 
“We look forward to working tator Suharto in 1998. “Even though the votes that we donesia’s many problems—in- 
‘with... Yudhoyono in: further Yudhoyono will be Indonesia's are questioning are not signifi- cluding several separatist insur- 
‘Srengtheningourtiesandenhanc- sixth president, and the fourth cant, whatever happens they rep- gencies,a stagnant economy and 
ing the welfare of our peoples," he since Suharto. The scale of Yud- resent people's voice and cannot terror threats—or risk losing sup- 
said ina statement released by the hoyono's victory has been obvi- be disregarded,” the Kompas - porters. 
US Embassy in Jakarta. ‘ous since election night. newspaper quoted Wibowo as Yudhoyono led the country’s 
‘Yudhoyono will be inaugurat- The new president, whoattend- sayin antiterrorist effort as Megawatis 
ed Oct. 20. Markets and regional ed officer training college in the Yudhoy- security minister, and Western 
democracy despite his landslide {governments will nowbe amxious United States, won 60.62 percent ono presented few distinct poli- governments hope he will take a 
victory in the Sept. 20 polls. fo see how he intends to lead the of the vote compared Megawats cies. But voters hungry for tougher stand against the al-Qai- 
* Yudhoyono, а US-educated re- MEGAWATI world’s most populous Muslim’ 39.38 percent, offical results change were impressed by his da linked Jemaah Islamiyah net- 
tired army general, canceled plans nation. Showed. A total of 115 million grasp ofthe issues and his honest work, blamed for a series of at- 
for an acceptance speech on Mon- the vctoryisavictoryfor allofus,” He praised Megawatiafter her people voted. image. tacks including the Oct. 12, 2002 
day afterthe results were officially she said to applause from those remarks. Media reports Tuesday quoted Megawati, the daughter of Bali bombings that killed 202 
released, as Megawati remained present, including Yudhoyono. Нег ^ "Herspeechwasgood,hetol a member of Megawatis team as founding President Sukarno, had people. 
holed up in her residence. Voice broke, and she sobbed. reporters. "She has invited all of saying it had identified balloting beenseenasaniconofthereform Тһе new leader has also said 
'But Megawati acknowledged her “We have succeeded in conclud- us to accept the results of the irregularities, which it may useas movement during Suharto's 32- ће wants a peaceful resolution to 
^ defeat Tuesday in a typically ndi. ing a national tack” she said. “For elections.” He was set to make a the basis for an appeal to the year dictatorshipand was adored the confit in the northem 
fecrspeedh to thousands ofsoldies thefisttimeinthehistoryofthein- vicoryspeechlaterintheday country’s Constitutional Court. by the country’s legions of poor. province of Aceh, where sepa- 
жариаде groundinthe capital donesanrepublicwelavechosena Тһе election was the fist in, Arif Wibowo acknowledged Ви public perception soured, табы guerillas have been fighting 
наск has been chosen, we president and vice president direct- which Indonesia's 210 million’ that the alleged irregularities іп with critics accusing her offailing since 1976 for an independent 
must graciously accept it, because lyinanonderyandsafemannez" реоріе voted for their president the polls, which were declared to tackle rampant graft албо Ње. homeland. AP 


2 US scientists 
win Nobel prize 
for medicine 


STOCKHOLM—Two US scientists won the 2004 
Nobel prize for medicine on Monday for show: 
ing how the sense of smell enables people to re- 
cali for instance, the scent of spring lilac in win- 
ter or the tench of rotten food eaten long ago. 

Scientists Richard Axel and Linda Buck, 
who published their ground-breaking re 
search in 1991, discovered a large gene pool 
containing the blueprint for sensors in the 
позе that identify smells wafting through the 
air and send signals to the brain. 

“Until Axel and Buck’s studies the sense of 
smell was a mystery" said Prof. Sten Grillner 
of the Nobel Assembly. 

Columbia University professor Axel, 58, 
and 57-year-old Buck, of the Fred Hutchinson 
Cancer Research Center in Seattle, discovered. 
a large family of 1,000 different genes, three 
percent of the total in the human body, that 
give rise to an equivalent number of sensors 
in the nose that identify smells. 

“Tm ecstatic, its quite an honor" Axel told 
Swedish radio after winning half of the 10 mil 
ion crown ($1.38 million) award from the No 
bel Assembly of Sweden's Karolinska Institute. 

‘Axel, who was traveling in San Francisco, 
later told a New York news conference via 
satellite: "The hope is that 1 сап return to the 
laboratory with even greater intensity to try 
and address a number of unsolved problems 
of perception inthe future." 

He said he was interested in the problem of 
"how the brain, which consists largely of 
nerve cells and neurons, is capable of repre- 
senting in a meaningful and accurate way the 
richness of the external world.” 

Atthe Seattle research center, Buck told ге. 
porters: “I am overjoyed and quite surprised 
to receive this great honor.” 

"There is а lot left to discover even though 
weve been working on this problem for 16 
years,” she said, referring to the olfactory system 
- structure. “We've only scratched the surface of it" 

"The Nobel citation said their work had il- 
lustrated the role of the nose in distinguishing 


я 1 1 good and bad. 
РА single clam that is not fresh and will 
m cause malaise can leave a memory that stays 


with us for years and prevent us from ingest- 
ing any dish, however delicious, with clams in 
it," the citation said. 


"(On the other hand) ... we can consciously. 
experience the smell of a lilac flower in the 
3 spring and recall this olfactory memory at 


other times.” 

‘The sensors, known as “olfactory receptor 
types,” sit on cells in the back of the nose and 
identify smells. Reuters. 
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Tarnished 


AJOR General Carlos Flores Garcia is ending his 

career in disgrace. After members of his family 

were found with large sums of money, whose 

. source they could not adequately explain, given the mod- 

est salary he receives from the Armed Forces of the Philip- 

pines, Garcia was relieved, in effect, of his responsibilities 

as comptroller of the AFP But this itself 

EDITORIAL seems to be emblematic of what is 
wrong with the AFP. 

On Dec. 19, 2003, two of Garcia’s sons were stopped by 
US Customs agents in San Francisco for failing to declare 
that they were bringing in $100,000 in cash. The Ameri- 
cans confiscated the money, not because it's illegal to 
bring in so much cash, but because of their failure to de- 
clare that they were bringing in an amount in excess of 
$10,000 as US regulations required. 

In response, the wife of Garcia did to US authorities 
what, we presume she does to local authorities when 
she is caught in a fix. She asked them, "Do you know 
wholam?" 

The Americans may not care who she is , but she took. 
pains to try to impress them and in so doing, damned her 
husband. Aside from her son's $100,000, she boasted, she 
had brought in another $100,000 two days earlier. In 
fact, she further declared, she had brought into the US 
$200,000 in January last year and brought in similar 
amounts in 1995 and 1993. 

‘All these add up to an astonishing $800,000 over a 10- 
year period—and she was only talking about cash—al- 
though she may have been exaggerating since official US 
records indicate that the Garcias had officially declared 
having brought in a total of $377,630 during that period. 

But whether it was $800,000 as the Garcias claimed or 
$377,630 as the records show, and for whatever pur- 
pose—whether to buy condominiums in New York City, а 
house in Ohio, or pay for the foreign education of their 
three sons—this amount is well beyond what an honest 
general can earn, unless he is the son of a tycoon. Garcia 
apparently does not come from a family of means, and be- 
sides, his wife spelled out the sources of his wealth: com- 
missions and gifts from the contractors and suppliers 
whose documents he had signed in his capacity as 
comptroller of the AFP The fruits of these deals, combined 
with income from private businesses (on whose incomes 
the Garcias apparently neither paid taxes nor declared in 
official documents), made the family so comfortable that 
they could splurge on flying first class—something, inci- 
dentally, that many of the wealthiest Filipinos no longer 
do, because it's such a waste of money. 

Tastelessness is not a crime, but living lavishly from the 
fruits of corruption is. Influence-peddling is, too. The on- 
ly thing more scandalous than a comptroller—or supervi- 
sor—of public funds being caught with a fortune he can't 
logically explain, is that it took foreigners to catch him. 

After he was caught, Garcia tried а last trick by filing а 
terminal leave of absence in advance of his retirement on 
Nov. 18. Thus, if the story hadn't been unearthed by a 
columnist, Garcia might have been able to flee the coun- 
try, investigation or no investigation. 

То be fair, the Office of the Ombudsman has already 
filed cases against Garcia and the AFP took him out of his 
job as comptroller. Still, we have yet to see real fire, gen- 
uine anger, true outrage on the part of the AFP. 

‘The very least the AFP leadership could have done was 
to throw Garcia into a military stockade, pending a court 
martial, Instead what the nation has heard after the scan- 
dal broke are pleas for due process and for the public “not 
to prejudge the case.” Instead of exhibiting some zeal in 
going after a top military officer linked to corruption, what 
the nation sees from the top brass is a reluctance to release 
even such a basic—and we must add, public—document 
as the general's statements of assets and liabilities. 

‘There has hardly been such a strong and damning case 
against a high-ranking military officer such as this. It vali- 
dates much of what has been said about corruption in our 
officer corps, and illustrates why the rank and file get up- 
set over their seniors. Handling Garcia with kid gloves 
just emphasizes why disillusionment is rampant in the 
АЕР Can cronyism in the face of such corruption be al- 
lowed to endure? Or can the AFP exact justice from one of 
its own, one to whom it had trusted the responsibility to 
spend scarce military funds wisely, only to use them to 
send his family flying first class while poorly equipped 
soldiers risked dying at the hands of communist or зера- 
ratist rebels and bandits? 


Lg 


НЕВЕ is good news for Filipino taxpayers. Ac- 
cording to Sen. Ralph Recto, who was a guest 
at the Kapihan sa Manila forum last Monday, 
the eight proposed tax measures, even if 
passed by Congress, will not improve the eco- 
nomic situation of the Philippines. Neither will 
they provide jobs to Filipinos nor improve their 
lives. Collections from these tax measures will 
only be used to pay our foreign debts. There- 
fore, they will benefit foreigners, not Filipinos, 
whose take-home pay will be less because of 
the tax bite. 

‘So why is that good news? Because the tax 
measures will not improve the economic situa- 
tion anyway, Recto said, he doesnt think the 
Senate will pass any of them, not even the in- 
crease in the sin taxes, and especially not the 
increase in the ой tariff because i is regressive. 
Recto is the chair of the Senate ways and 
means committe, so his words regarding tax- 
es have a lot of weight. 

50, without new taxes, where does he pro- 
pose the government get the money to pay our 
foreign debt? 

From better tax administration, he said. There 
are hundreds of bilions of pesos in taxes out 
there waiting to be collected, he pointed out. 

Not only does the government not collect 
the correct taxes but also refunds taxes to 
ghost companies that never paid any taxes at 
all, somebody commented. 

Yes, the tax credit scam, Recto agreed. 

And in spite of the scam, do you know that 
the governmentis still giving out tax credit cer- 
tificates? 

Giving tax credit certificates is not bad per 
se, Recto said. We have to honor commitments 
to investors. The mistake was in allowing the 
certificates to be sold to third partes, That 
gave smart operators an idea how to make а 
Killing. If they were non-transferable, there 
would have been no tax credit scam. 

"What about the plan to remove the tax in- 
centives given to investors in free trade zones 
like the locators in Subic? 

‘The incentives should continue, he replied. 
We should honor our commitments. We can re- 
move the incentives to incoming investors if 


BRIAN ENTWISTLE wrote this feedback: 

“I really liked your article, Alarm bell’ As a 

foreigner (Aussie), I have often questioned the 

role that fleeing to the land of milk honey takes 

in the mind-set of the Philippines. Ihave debated 

the topic with my fiends who are Ausaid-spon- 

sored students from the Philippine public ser- 

vice. For me, it seems that it serves the govem- 

satus 

тыр. 

look 

to foreign shores for their livelihood. Of course 

‘once they do go, they will be sending greenbacks 
‘back to the Philippines for their families. 

"Туе been going to the Philippines since 
1988, and am constantly reminded by my 
friends of how hard life is in the Philippines. 
Some want me to find them spouses here... 
hope (your article) provokes people to look in 
the mirror and consider their priorities." 

"Well, 1 myself have debated the point with 
detractors, foremost of them Filipinos abroad, 
particularly in the US. Some have been quite 
iter saying my remonstration with the current 
Filipino Diaspora is typical of people who have 
not discovered the virtue of democratic choice, 
something they now enjoy where they are, 
again notably in the US. I remember that my ar- 
ticles about Barry Gutierrez and several others 
who decided to come home after studying in 
prestigious schools in America (I praised them 
naturally) were received in this way by some 
readers, to my great astonishment. For some 
reason, those who had decided not to come 
home thought they were being disparaged. 

Indeed, 1 recall that a group of college stu- 
dents from the Ateneo who came to interview 
me for a school project raised the issue too. 
Other Asian or Southeast Asian countries, they 
said, echoing a typical reply to my position, 
had nationals leaving their shores, and didn't 
seem the worse fori. Why should we be so? 

Well, as I've said on several occasions, 
there's a difference berween their exodus and 
ours. I lies їп the quality as much as in the 


уе want, but not from those who are already 
here. We cannot change polices after the in- 
vestors are already in, otherwise nobody 
would believe us anymore. Nobody would in- 
vest here anymore. 

Not only will new investors not come in, 
but those that are already here are threaten- 
ing to pull out, particularly many of those in 
the Subic Special Economic Zone because of 
alleged “high-handed moves” of govern- 
ment against them. Recently, the Bureau of 
Internal Revenue bared moves to impose 
new taxes on locators in Subic and disallow 
several of their incentives. That will put 
business viability in the area under peril, 
the locators protested. 

Ichiro Tsuji, president of the Subic Tech- 
по Park, said recently that Japanese in- 
vestors are “very disappointed” with the 
proposed changes, fearing that these will 
result in the “contraction of business activi- 
es inside the Freeport zone.” Taiwanese in- 
vvestors are also “agitated” over the plan. 

‘Under the Bases Conversion Law (RA 
7227), investors in the special economic 
zones pay only 5 percent tax on gross in- 
come in lieu of all other taxes. They are also 
entitled to tax breaks on direct costs in- 
curred in the conduct of their operations. 
But the BIR, really desperate for tax collec- 
tions, revealed recently its intention to 
scrap the tax breaks on all administrative, 
selling and operating expenses even if these. 
are incurred directly and exclusively in reg- 
istered business activities. 

“Foul!” cried the investors. You can't 
change the rules in the middle of the 
game. The changes would make the in- 


quantity The quantity is patent. The sheer vol- 
‘ume of Filipinos leaving this country is breath- 
taking. This year alone, some 2,000 doctors 
are expected to leave this country, as Minguita 
Padilla, who has chosen to stay put, reveals. I 
know it firsthand. A couple of friends of mine 
have opted to try their luck abroad. Both are 
bankers, a fact that makes me wonder what 
profession is likely to be spared the virus. 
(Well, maybe law enforcement.) One went to 
Canada, and the other, well, he was about to 
leave for the US when, on the eve of his depar- 
ture, he got an offer from another local bank. 
He decided to pay to see, figuring he could al- 
ways leave f it wasn't worth it. 

T said it before: In other countries, the choice 
of leaving the country is a personal one. Here, 
it is a collective one. It is the difference be- 
tween a disease and an epidemic, the excep- 
tion and the rule. The epidemic is not bound to 
abate withthe threat 
ic collapse. 

"The quality is more subtle, bur is no less ob- 
durare. In other countries, leaving home for a 
job abroad is the last resort, here it is the first. 
Itis not a compulsion, itis a dream. Itis notan 
act of desperation, itis an act of ambition. Oth- 
er nationals, including the Chinese, study and 
work abroad. But the difference is that most of 
them come home: They cannot see themselves 
pursuing happiness elsewhere. 

The sheer volume of Filipinos trekking to 
the ponts and airports, some looking tearfully 
at a home they will never see again but most 
others sighing with relief and barely throwing 
а glance back, would not be a problem i it did 


‘an impending econom- 


vestors less competitive. 

‘A large number of investors have made 
Subic the hub of their businesses because of 
several considerations: its location, the set- 
wp, and the investment incentives. But 
while the Subic Bay Metropolitan Authorit 
is working hard to lure investors throu 
tax incentives, the BIR is working just as 
hard to restrict the beneficial effects of 
these incentives to generate the needed rev- 
enues—a case of the left hand not knowing 
what the right hand is doing. 

‘They are not seeking tax exemptions, the 
investors said, But they deserve respect, 
fairness and consistency in the application 
of rules that directly affect them. 

But the government desperately needs 
more money to pay its debts, ' ba? Yes, but 
crisis or not, fairness and consistency are the 
values by which can command 
the respect of investors and the public. 

Still on the subject of fair play in the rules af- 
fecting business, the government has changed 
its mind on a rule in the bidding, scheduled 
late this month, for the sale of Napocor's coal- 
fired Masinloc power plant in Zambales. For- 
ign investors have denounced a provision 
which states that any winning bid by a foreign 
company may be matched by a Flipino-owned 
company, which will then be proclaimed the 
winner, 

“Foul again! howled the foreign investors, 
‘This is unfair, discriminatory and grossly dis- 
advantageous to them who spend a lot of mon- 
ey to conduct studies and due diligence on the 
facility to be sold so that they can determine 
the right price, they said, 

Among the foreign bidders are Maruben! of 
Japan, Kepco of Korea, YNN of Australia, YTL 
of Malaysia and the Atlanta-based Mirant, The 
lone Filipino bidder is First Generation Hold- 
ings of the Lopez Group. 

T reported all these in my Sept, 27 column. 
‘Two days later, the Power Sector Assets and Li- 
abilities Management Corp., the government 
agency tasked with disposing of Napocor's as- 
sets, removed that controversial provision. 


Again, sense of country 


not go with something more virulent, which is 
ош lack of a sense of country. As also said 
fore, the problem is not really the overseas 
pino workers, it is our elite. This is a country 
whose leaders do not have a passion for it, This 
В a country whose elite studied in American 
schools, whose children study in American 
schools, who own townhouses in American 
suburbs. This is а country whose elite does not 
mind despoiling it because at the end of the 
day they can always leave it 

True enough, as Enwistle says, ће Filipino Di- 
asporahelps the elite keep the status quo. But far 
more than that, it frees the elite from being 
threatened by the collapse of the country. People 
have wondered why government officials do not 
‘seem to be alarmed by the brewing criss, which, 
if some financial experts ате to be believed, will 
make us lucky to end up like Argentina, Well 
they can always leave the country. 

‘That is my beef with dual citizenship. True 
enough also, other countries have dual citizen- 
ship and seem none the worse for it, Well, they 
are none the worse for it because their citizens 
сапу with them their roots and their identity, 
which are never lost when they take on a second. 
Citizenship. But we are poorly rooted—give our 
government officials themselves a quiz in Philip- 
pine history and the majority will fail—and are 
only too willing о give up an inchoate identity at 
the slightest opportunity The concept of Filipino 
citizenship is rubbery enough as it is, You give 
people dual citizenship, notably Filipino and 
American, and there willbe precious Боје left of 
the Filipino to justify the word "dual" 

In any case, the people seeking dual citizen- 
ship want only the dual benefits, they do пог 
want the dual obligations. They only want the 
Tight to invest in che two countries they are cit- 
izens of, they do not want the obligation to рау 
taxes, or be drafted into war, in both. 

Truly, the Filipino-bashing attributed to Art 
Bell may be a hoax but it is so only in attribu- 
tion, itis not so in reverberation. It's an alarm 
bell that demands tobe rung. 
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RP’s power crisis 


Russia, Kyoto and 


WE are truly living in an era of globalization. The 
actions of a nation as far away as Russia can have. 
significant consequences on the Philippines. 

Russian President Viadimir Putin’s cabinet re- 
cently endorsed the Kyoto Protocol, giving decisive 
support to the long-delayed climate change treaty 
that should allow it to come into force worldwide. 
‘The implementation ofthe Kyoto agreement could 
have considerable impact on how the Philippines 
addresses its looming power crisis. 

‘The Kyoto pact, the first ever to require cuts in 
‘emissions linked to global warming, will come into 
force with the Russian Parliament's expected ap- 
proval. Although the protocol was negotiated in 
1997 and has already been ratified by over 120 
countries (including the Philippines), it will only 
take effectif supporters include nations accounting 
for at least 55 percent of all industrialized coun- 
tries 1990 emissions. After President Bush rejected 
the pact in 2001, the only way for it to cross that 
threshold was if Russia, a major industrial polluter, 
ratified it. Russia, which accounts for 17 percent of 
1990 emissions, has held the key to Kyoto's success 
since the US pullout. With its expected ratification 
by the Duma, 61 percent of all industrialized coun- 
tries 1990 emissions will have been accounted for. 

Kyoto is the first international environmen- 
tal agreement that sets binding restrictions on 
emissions of heat-trapping gases, that are an 
unavoidable result of regular activities of mod- 
ет life including driving a car and running а. 
power plant. The main source of the dominant 
gas, carbon dioxide, is burning fossil fuels such 
as coal, diesel and ой. 

Тһе treaty would require 36 industria 
countries to reduce their collective emissions of 
greenhouse gases by 2012 to more than 5 percent 
below 1990 levels, with different targets negoti 
ated for individual countries. 

‘While developing countries like the Philippines 


Chip 


АМУ day now, Season 6 of "The Amazing Race,” 
"which bested older and betterrating "reality" 
shows in the last Emmy Awards, will open with а 
whole new set of contestants, a whole new 
itinerary and new challenges. 

Producers, though, are keeping mum about 
any possible innovations they might introduce, 
like the infamous "Yield" that made the final 
episodes of "ARS" so exciting. There still isn't any 
word, either about the destinations the teams 
might be visiting. If you will recall, Filipinos fol- 
owed Season 5 with feverish devotion because 
the Philippines was included inthe itinerary, and 
as it turned out, the episodes shot in Manila, 
Cavite, Laguna and Lagen Island in El Nido, 
Palawan were some of the most intense and ten- 
sion-filed during the entire season. 

As everyone who followed the last season—as 
well as those who merely followed the re- 
‘views—must know by now, the winners were Chip 
and Kim, a married couple who live in California 
with their three children. Jovial and helpful, and 
ever-appreciative of the sights and the people they 
encountered in their race around the world, these 
“married parents” topped the on-line popularity 
polls among viewers with 88 percent of the votes. 
‘That they ended up beating the super-competitive 
team of Colin and Christie must surely have glad- 
dened the hears of many viewers! 

Yesterday, courtesy of ABS-CBN Studio 23 

(thankyou, Amy Mosural) and Buenavista Televi- 
sion in the US, 1 got a chance to briefly interview 
Chip and Kim by phone. Though the connection 
‘was spotty at times, the couple's high spirits and 
positive vibes came through strongly. 
“WE MUST definitely return to the Philip- 
pines!" Chip boomed when I asked him his im- 
pressions of the country. "The people are зо 
friendly, and El Nido is the most beautiful is- 
land we have ever seen.” He added that he and 
Kim had been to many beach destinations, 
even before they joined Amazing Race, but 
none was as enjoyable and “extremely beauti- 
ful” as Lagen Island. 

Chip also expressed his “appreciation” of 
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do not have emission reduction targets under the 
protocol, the pact will open up new avenues for 
developing countries to develop and implement 
climate-friendly projects which will have sustain- 
able development benefits. 

"Through Kyoto's Clean Development Mecha- 
nism (CDM), industrialized countries can pro- 
mote sustainable development by financing 
'emission-reduction projects in developing coun- 
tries in return for carbon credits against their Ky- 
oto targets. In effect the Philippines by hosting 
emission reduction projects can generate and зей 
emission reduction credis to industrialized 
countries that need these carbon credits to help. 
meet their Kyoto commitments. Industrialized 
countries will receive these carbon credits in re- 
tum for their investments in projects which re- 
duce greenhouse gas emissions and provide sus- 
tainable development benefits 

Tr is through participation in the CDM that the 
Philippines will have an innovative way of dealing. 
with the impending power crisis. The Department 
of Energy forecasts that Visayas and Mindanao 
will e experiencing power shortages in 2005 and 
Luzon in 2008. Investments in power generation 
are required if these shortages are to be avoided. 
‘These investments are urgent, given that it takes 
four to five years to put up a new power plant. 

Given the urgency ofthe increasing power de- 
mand, it is most likely that the new power plants 
will use conventional fossil fuels such as coal or 
ой. Electricity generation technologies that use 
these fuels cost the least. Unfortunately the bum- 


ing of these fossil fuels results in significant car- 
bon emissions. 

Electricity can be generated using cleaner en- 
ergy sources. Power can be produced using re- 
newable energy technologies such as wind, solar, 
hydro and biomass. These technologies are dii 
‘mate friendly in that they do not result in carbon 
emissions. However, renewable energy technolo- 
gies cannot compete with conventional fuels in 
terms of costs. Given our financial difficulties, 
these costlier technologies will not have much of 
a chance against the relatively cheaper conven- 
tional fossil fuel technologies. 

Xyoto's CDM could give a much needed finan- 
cial boost to using renewable energy sources in- 
stead of coal огой. Through the CDM, industrial 
ized countries (such as Japan, Netherlands, Unit- 
'ed Kingdom) could invest in power generation 
projects which use renewable energy. 

These projects would generate emission reduc- 
tion credits because cleaner renewable energy 
sources are used for electricity production instead. 
of carbon-intensive fuels. These carbon credits 
could give the incentive for the foreign invest- 
‘ments needed to make renewables competitive. 

Several prototype CDM projects are already in 
the pipeline to increase the power capacity of the 
Philippines. The largest wind farm in Southeast 
Asia is being constructed in Bangui Bay, Ilocos 
Norte. It is expected to generate 25 megawatts of 
electricity and to eliminate 76,000 tons of carbon 
dioxide emissions annually. A 30-megawatt 
bioenergy plant using bagasse will be put up in 
Talisay, Negros Occidental, and is expected to 
have annual reductions of 140,000 tons of carbon. 
dioxide emissions. 

Thanks to Russia's crucial support of the Kyoto 
Protocol, more CDM financing will be available 
for the development of renewable energy projects 
that could help avert the Philippine power crisis. 


and Kim: Real winners 
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the drivers in Manila, noting that while “I had 
never been scared of dying” during the entire 
race, “the taxi and jeep drivers of Manila were 
certainly energetic,” and whizzing through 
the city's chaotic streets was itself an experi- 
ence. 

‘While Kim knew that the petite young woman 
who welcomed them at the Coconut Palace was 
Luli Macapagal Arroyo, the President's daugh- 
ter, Chip confessed that “I never found out who 
she was until we were already back home. I'm 
upset that I wasn’t told who she was." 

"You see,” Chip explained, “we agreed that 1 
would do all the physical challenges so that 
Kim could do the thinking, the strategizing 
and relating to the other teams and produc- 
tion staff. I must confess that I wasn’t even 
aware of what was happening half the time." 

Only now, Chip and Kim admit, are they 

aware that, outside the US, "Amazing Race" 
rates highest in Canada, New Zealand/Aus- 
tralia and the Philippines. They expressed ap- 
preciation to their Filipino fans. 
DURING the penultimate episode, at the 
Malaguena jeepney factory in Cavite, Chip and 
Kim brought the level of competition up a notch 
when they used the "Held" on Colin and Christie, 
‘who up till then had dominated the race and ar- 
rived first at practically every pit stop. The two 
‘Texans, who had been dating for а year when 
they joined the race, were certainly vocal about 
feeling “betrayed” by Chip and Kim. 

“There's still а certain level of animosity” be- 
tween them and the Texans, admits Kim. “They 
were just so intense about the whole thing. From 
the beginning, Chip and 1 agreed that we were 


just going to enjoy ourselves and embark on this 
adventure, and winning was just going to be the 
gravy. But Colin and Christie were so focused on 
the prize money that when they lost, they felt 
they had ended up with nothing.” 

‘Asked who their favorite competitive team 
was, Kim replied, "Oh, no doubt about it, Маг. 
shali and Lance. We always got along very well 
and tried to help each other as much as we 
could." The brothers, who got eliminated mid- 
‘way, own a pizza shop in Dallas. 

Chip, 46, and Kim, 44, are the oldest partici- 
pants to win the Amazing Race. "We don't feel old 
atall" protests Chip, “in fact we feel very young." 
‘Though they concede the other teams used their 
youth and fitness to put themselves ahead in the 
game, Chip says, “We didn't feel handicapped by 
Gur age at all. We decided to play a mental game, 
to outwit the others and plan better.” Not once 
did they ever fel like losing, they say, "although 
there were times early in the race when we made 
pretty stupid mistakes." 

AS THEY promised soon after reaching the fin- 
ish line, Chip and Kim have “бей” part of 
their prize money to their church, the Jubilee 
South Port. But aside from “Chip having to have 
his toys for the big boys, like an iPod and а lap- 
top," says Kim, they have decided to set aside. 
the larger part oftheir S1-million prize money. 

Married for over 25 years now, Chip, who 
‘owns an Internet company, and Kim, who 
owns her own information technology recruit- 
ment firm, have three children: Elon, 23, 
Phillip IIl, 19 and Kristen, 17. Told they're 
soon to be “empty nesters,” Chip joked that he 
didn't mind this at all. "Don't get me wrong, 
they're great kids, but we won't stop them if 
they want to strike off on their own and get on 

Doubtless, as they showed throughout the 
race, Chip and Kim will weather this stage in 
their life with humor, grace and optimism, 
proving that they're real winners, not just in a 
Tace around the world, competing against 10 
other teams, but also in the race of life. 


A sordid and painful tale 


NEWSPAPERS are often described as "history ina 
hurry” Todays current events become tomor- 
Tow’ history. 

Whenever read old newspapers, some from as 
far back as the late 19th century, it is natural to 
compare and contrast them with the papers of to- 
day. For example, we all learn about the Reform 
or Propaganda Movement in school, and our text- 
books emphasize the efforts of the fighting news- 
paper La Solidaridad. The bylines in this newspa- 
per are like a roster of heroes: Jose Rizal, Marcelo 
Н. del Pilar, Graciano Lopez Jaena, Antonio Luna 
and Mariano Ponce. 

"When 1 first came face to face with an actual 
copy of Solidaridad, 1 was surprised, and some- 
what disappointed that it wasn't a daily and 
wasn't broadsheet. It wasn't even the size of 
tabloid, By today s standards, the fortnightly Soli- 
daridad would be considered a newsletter. This 
simple experience made me realize that reading 
historical sources requires shifting gears, that you 
take the past on its own terms and not read about 
the past with the hindsight, bias and comfort of 
the 21st century. 

Aside from physical size, of course, there is the 
editorial slant. Why are some articles printed and 
others rejected? Why do the articles sound the 
way they do? Evaluating content is something we 
do for any newspaper new or old, but reading the 
Iuquinzn today makes me wonder what a future. 
historian will see and say about our times. What 
will future historians make of the explosive (1 
‘would say, libelous) Gretchen Barretto interview 
in the матал last Saturday? If it is any indica- 
tion of readership that crosses boundaries, my 
jaded, 79-year-old father, who isn't interested in 
show biz or society gossip, recommended that I 
read it after one of his golf cronies told him that 
‘expatriate Pinoys who read the Inquire on the 
Net got the news even before we get our newspa- 
pers here in the Philippines. I only read the paper 
on Monday because 1 spent the weekend in Odi- 


ongan, Romblon, where I hdd no television and 
newspapers to distract me from a reading semi- 
mar] participated in. 

"While I have always had a nose for scandal in 
history, 1 find that the primary sources are often 
discreet, the secondary sources silent on things 
that make our heroes human: Juan Luna murder- 
ing his wife and mother-in-law in a jealous rage; 
Jose Rizal and the women he left at every port he 
Visited; Gregorio del Pilar and the different let- 
ters and ‘embroidered handkerchiefs 
found on his body in Tirad Pass, etc. When there 
is little or no material, the historical vacuum can 
be filled with malice and conjecture: Apolinario 
Mabini and the sexual cause of his paralysis; An- 
tonio Luna leaving a bag filled with revolutionary 
funds with а certain Ysidra that became the 
source of the Cojuangco fortune; Andres Bonifa- 
cio having а love-child in а place appropriately 
called Libog, Albay; Rizal's one-night stand in Vi- 
enna that resulted in Adolf Hitler. Unlike urban 
legends that have a strand or semblance of truth 
somewhere, historical myths are more enduring. 
The more outrageous and the crazier the story 
the more people want to believe it, like that yarn 
‘about Rizal being the father of Hitler. 

Reading the Gretchen Barretto interview made 
те wish journalists were more forward a century 
ago so that we would not be left guessing. For ex- 
ample, the closest we can get to Gretchen's plight 
(real or imagined) is Josephine Bracken who was 
not accepted by Rizal's family, with the exception 
of one or two sisters. After Rizal's death, she sued 


Teodora Alonso claiming that the family cheated 
her of her inheritance that included all of the 
Juan Luna and Felix Resurreccion Hidalgo paint- 
ings in Rizal's modest art collection, the library he 
left in Hong Kong in the care of Jose Ма. Basa, 
and some cash. She gave two interviews to the 
Hong Kong press ín 1897 regarding her military 
exploits in Cavite that are quite doubtful. Not 
much is said about the cold shoulder treatment 
that she mentioned in a letter dated Aug. 13, 
1896. Rizal was en route to Cuba from Dapitan, 
he had a stop-over in Manila but was not allowed 
to disembark so Josephine tried to send all of her 
lover’ bilin that included lansones, collars, cuffs, 
mangoes, cheese etc. In this rather sory letter 
she wrote: 

АМ My dear Lam suffering a great deal with 
thêm [Rizal's family] in Trozo, itis quite true they 
‘ought to be ashamed of me as they say in my face 
& in Presenance (sic) of Sra. Narcisa & their chil- 
dren because 1 am not married to you. So if you 
heare (sic) that I don't go to Trozo any more, don't 
be surpized Gic)... f you go to Spain [and find] 
any one of your fancy you better marry her, but 
deare heare (sic) me better marry than to live like 
who we have been doing. [am not ashamed to let 
people know my life with you but as your dear 
Sisters are ashamed I think you had better get 
‘married to some one else. Your Sister and your Fa- 
ther they are very good and kind to me.” 

Earlier Rizal had written a lener of introduc- 
tion for her stating that he wished that she be 
treated well as he cared for her. 

We will never know what Rizal's mother 
thought of Josephine because she was not inter- 
viewed by the Inquires, but from various pieces of 
correspondence we try and piece together a sor- 
did tale chat was too painful to record in the 19th 
‘century but comes so easily in our time. 


Comments are welcome at aocampo@ate- 
nevedu 
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Gov't: too much 
or too little? 


ТМ going to write today as someone in government, beinge-- 
the chair of the anthropology department at the state-run 
University of the Philippines. 

Austerity is the byword these days in government agen- 
cies, with all kinds of memos being issued on what can be 
done, from cutting back on electricity to а freeze in hiring. 
‘There is much talk, too, about outright abolition of govern- 


ment agencies and ^" 
corporations 
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of the frying pan into the fire with many of these measures, 

Sacrificing social services 


What's so disturbing about these measures is that they are 
applied across the board, to all institutions, with no consid- 
eration, it seems, given to the type of services being offered 
bya particular agency. 

fle prey ren pee 
Bae ТЕ 
aie plait эы alent 
то look for outside grants to cover the deficits. Never mine 
that пора to be singe bigest young ae 
1рїпоз, entering each year in larger numbers even as we' 
ОН 
‘new staff to replace those who have retired. 

It’s always social services—health and nutrition, educa? 


tion, social welfare—that suffer the most with these auster: » 
ty measures. The reason is that in the general budgetary alloy. 


cations, social services already receive far lower budgets” 
than what's needed. So when austerity measures are institut? 
ей, the already serious deficits widen, ми 

‘When we sacrifice these social services, we pay for them, 
dearly over the long term. Whenever I despair over the re} 
ports of some of my staff, whether because of bad grammar or 
an outright inability to organize ideas, I have to remind my- 
self that these are the products of a university whose budget 
has been dwindling over the years, going as far back as the- 
19805 as government funds were diverted to debt service. 1 

Likewise, when I encounter young people who don't know,, 
the most basic facts about health ( have been asked how tubers 
сове is spread, again by UP students), Ihave to remind mysélf | 
we have a heath department whose budget in the last 20 years 
has been so small there's nothing left for public education. 

Abetter time 

It hasn't been always this way, mind you. Older Filipinos, 
remember a time when government salaries were not only ; 
adequate but comfortable. Over the weekend, Talked witha 
woman in Roxas district, Quezon City, who owned a housé -* 
and lot she had inherited from her father who had, in turn, 
purchased the lot in 1949 from the government, on afford 
able terms. And his work? He was abill collector for Nawasa, 
the government water agency. h 

‘There are thousands of other families scattered through” 
out the country, given all kinds of chances by government4o! 
lift themselves up by their bootstraps, whether through: 
housing loans or government scholarships. F 

Sure, those opportunities still exist, but reduced gover 
ment budgets, amid a growing population, have reduced the 
per capita benefits. The woman I was interviewing is an ek 
ample: the house and lot was much too small to be divided’ ^ 
ар among her siblings so she had to pay the others ће" 
share. But she now worries about the future of her own chil- 
dren. Government financing schemes are too small now sq 
she has to rent out rooms in her house. Nearly all her neigh: 
bors seem to be doing something similar to make ends meet; 
from renting out rooms to selling phone cards. I know on 
woman who even raises purebred dogs to sell inthe small 
backyard space she has. Я 

Missing infrastructure 

Monday's newspaper headlines talked about the possible 
abolition of 15 govemment corporations supposedly bes 
cause they are incurring huge deficits. At the top of the lis 
were the National Food Authority with a P7.6-billion deficit. 
and the Light Вай Transit Authority which was in the red hy; „, 
?3.8billion. 

Td ask, though, are these deficits or are these necessary 
social subsidies? Mass transit is a social investment, too, and* 

1 don't mind my taxes going toward subsidizing this social " 
cost. И сыз down on traffic, on pollution, and provides а very, 
basic service for many Filipinos. 25 

Likewise, the NFA helps to provide affordable rice to cof. 
sumers while providing псе farmers higher incomes. (I know, 
though, rice farmers do deserve more than what they're get^ * 
ting, but there's another political game behind all this.) 

Run through the list of government corporations that, 
could be axed, and you'll find nearly all of them actually об, `; 
fer some kind of social subsidy, whether for housing or pro: 
viding livelihood skills training. iue 

When we call on government to cut back on spending, we, і 
presume that the problem is too much government, 1 co 
tend that the country's problems comes with government dos 
ing too Није, Rather than а wholesale cutback on expenses, : 
government has to do two things: А 

First, it has to base its budget on realistic priorities thàl * 
Jook to the future. This means more infusions of funds into '! 
social services, or at least maintaining existing budgets. 

‘Second, and this relates to the first suggestion 1 madpyi,, 
government has to look where the leakages are coming from; 
Such as incompetence and corruption. Then it should find "+ 
‘ways to ease out the bad eggs by upgrading performance 
‘standards and actual prosecution of the corrupt. Right now, 
government talks about an early retirement scheme to m-c1 
duce its ranks. But the last time they did this, we lost some of 
‘our best professors at the University of the Philippines, peo, 
ple who had grown weary of the low salaries and the inhos^ 
pitable working environment and were just waiting for h?! 
chance to leave gracefully. “ 

Developed countries ай got to where they are today becausa. 1 
оё massive subsidies of social services, from education and. , 
health to mass transport and even postal services. The move 10 
privatize these services is fairly recent and, unfortunately, is be; '" 
{ng prematurely foisted on countries like the Philippines. '' 

We wonder why we're flooded with cheap Chinese imge 
pons. ts simple: Cheap Chinese labor made possible by 50.5 
ears of government support for basi social services so thy 
ven with low salaries, a Chinese worker need not fear star: 
vation, or a lack of housing, or of having to pull a child out of 
school. China's social services were, and still are, the infras- 
tructure for its economic resurgence today 

T wonder if the President or her advisers saw that during ut 
her last visit to China. 
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‘Inventive’ lawmakers 


ВУ FILING a graft case before the Om- 
budsman against Rep. Rolex Suplico, 
GSIS president Winston Garcia con- 
firmed public suspicions that many law- 
makers are misusing the congressional 
power to investigate to amass wealth 
and set-up sweetheart deals for groups 
they lobby for. 

Garcia's allegation that Kimberly Clark. 
Philippines was forced to buy a piece of 
property owned by the family of Suplico's 
Wife is very serious. That Suplico used the 
investigative power of Congress to bear 
pressure on Kimberly Clark, as claimed by 
Garcia, did not come as a surprise. Con- 


gressmen are known to invent rea- 
sons—in the case of Kimberly Clark its 
supposed violation of environmental 
aws—to get the “proverbial pot of gold at 
the end of the rainbow." The perceived 
modus operandi of these unprincipled 
lawmakers is to deliver a privilege speech 
denouncing private persons and institu- 
tions and then filing a resolution calling 
foran investigation. 

"This is the reason why congressional 
inquiries are lima-singko (five for five cen- 
tavos). These inquiries "in aid of legisla- 
tion” are turned into inquisitorial hear- 
ings by our lawmakers to force their in- 


DPWH clarifies lahar threat 


THIS has reference tothe news item, "UP 
geologist warns against lahar flow.” (PDI, 
8/26/04) 

‘We appreciate geologist Kevin Rodol- 
fo's concern about the threat of lahar in 
Pampanga. 

However, the Department of Public 
Works and Highways, would like to 
take exception to his statement, "all it 
would take is for several hours of rain 
to set loose the accumulated lahar in 
Porac and other low lying areas of Pam- 
panga.” OlC-director Maria Catalina 
Cabral, of DPWH's Mount Pinatubo 
Emergency Project Management Of- 
fice, wishes to make this clear—on the 
basis of a report from Pinatubo Hazard 
Urgent Mitigation Project consultant 
Shigeru Maruyama—that the threat of 
devastating lahar flows triggered by 
heavy monsoon rains and typhoons has 
been successfully mitigated in the past 
by constructing Pinatubo dike struc- 
tures, Even Philippine Institute of Vol- 
canology and Seismology director Ray- 
mundo Punongbayan commented, dur- 
ing a dialogue with local officials and 
residents of the town of Bacolor, that 
the town is already considered a low- 


risk area, although this does not mean 
that itis already safe from the possibili- 
ty of any lahar flows, as floods must 
definitely still be expected. 

Regarding damages to structures, the 
DPWH has done the immediate remedial 
measures by constructing spur dikes 
‘made up of sandbags and bamboo materi- 
als fortified with gabions in order to de- 
flect the flow of water. 

In addition, the constructed struc- 
tures are designed in accordance with 
the guidelines, standards and engineer- 
ing practices accepted worldwide. A 
structure may be damaged if the magni- 
tude of the flood is greater than that for 
which it has been designed. This is the 
reason why the government provides 
funds for the cost of operation, repair 
and maintenance of the completed 
structure. 

‘We hope that this would clarify the is 
sues raised by the news item. 

JENNIFER D. PUNZALAN, 
officer in charge, 

Public Information Division, 
Department of Public Works and 
Highways, A. Bonifacio Drive, 


MOTOROLA 


tended victims to capitulate. 
Congressmen Suplico and Eduardo 
Veloso, the supposed lobbyist for reinsur- 
ance brokers wanting to get the P500-mil- 
ion reinsurance of the National Power 
Corp. from the Government Service In- 
surance System, have a lot of explaining. 
todo. 
—MARIO OPIS, 
23 Santolan St., Mandaluyong City 


Is there hope for 
the return of the 
Balangiga bells? 


LAST Sept. 28 was the 103rd anniversary 
of the Balangiga encounter in Balangiga, 
Samat. 

As the designer and builder of the 
Balangiga Monument (consisting ofa bel- 
fry and an open church door) symbolic of 
the Filipino fighters attack on the Ameri- 
can soldiers, the launching of which was 
signaled with the tolling of bells, Thad to 
cast two big bronze bells for the belfry. 

Tt took more than a hundred years to 
honor the Filipino and American soldiers 
who fought and died on Sept. 28, 1901. 

When will the смо bells, which the 
‘American soldiers carted away аз маг 
booty, be retumed and re-mounted on the 
belfry of the Catholic Church of Balangiga. 

"The priceless head of Queen Nefertiti, 
which used to be displayed at the Berlin 
Museum, has long been returned to the 
Cairo National Museum. Are the Germans 
more civil and cultured than the Ameri- 

NAPOLEON VELOSO ABUEVA, 

nationalartist, 

1 Gabriela Silang St, Tierra Verde, 
Culiat, 


Aung Карайаа = СЕ 
mCheri Mercado 


Reservations about oil 


INDEED, in a deregulated market that is 
totally dependent on imported oil, no 
amount pf moral suasion from the gov- 
еттеш, much less from the public, may 
prevail upon the local ой firms from in- 
creasing their prices whenever the world 
crude prices and/or the foreign ex- 
change rates assume new highs. 
Whether the Oil Deregulation Law was 
ill-advised or not is irrelevant at this 
point. More relevant is that the govern- 
ment need пог be too hopelessly re- 
signed to accept as gospel truth the valid- 
ity of each new price hike. 

As a layman, I have endlessly won- 
dered why the local oil industry play- 
er—major and minor alike—always 
announce new pump prices with precise 
simultaneity. It is a matter of common 
sense to expect otherwise. Like all other 
business establishments, they have dif- 
ferent operating variables, of which 
ventory—carrying capacity is most cri 
cal in inflationary times. With compara- 
tively less oil storage capability, the mi- 
nor industry players should be more im- 
mediately sensitive to oil price change, 
and are thus likely to react more urgent- 
ју. But on the contrary, the ой majors of- 
ten either beat them in the price-change 
race ог, if they don't, simply follow in a 
day or two. It may be argued that the oil 
majors have the larger share of the ой 
market, and this negates their obvious 
cil storage advantage. But only supe 
cially! My little learning from business 
management gives me enough reason to 
refuse to believe that the oil majors 
have not been all along using their huge 
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price hikes 


tanks to store more oil procured at low- 
er price to maximize profits before 
crude prices escalate anew. Without this 
monumental oil pricing absurdity, the 
oil consumers could have had a wider" 
breathing space, at least in the interim, 
that the major gas stations have not 
raised their pump prices. Neither, under 
the situation, may the oil majors be ac- 
cused of predatory pricing. First, be 
cause given their much lower operating 
costs, the smaller oil firms do not totally 
lose the flexibility to match the prices ofi 
the bigger ones. Second, isn't oil price 
competition the essential objective of 
the Oil Deregulation Law? 

Having said the above, 1 am con- 
strained to agree with Senate President 
Franklin Drilon that the Department of, 
Energy has pathetically failed to help? 
ighten the onus of the global price, 
volatility of crude on the shoulder of the 
oil-consuming public. That is, other: 
than by merely requesting—nay, beg-, 
ging—the oil industry to soften a bit 
their periodic price adjustments. The 
government could have performed bet- 
ter, as there are many ways to skin а cat., 
One is probably to put each upcoming: 
ой price hike under meticulous DOE. 
scrutiny. Another is to enact the appro- 
priate anti-trust laws to make more ef-, 
fective, rather than repeal, the Oil 
Deregulation Law. But everything lies, 
оп strong political will. 

RUDY L.CORONEL, 

10 Venus Street, 

Golden Country Homes,, 
‘Alangilan, Batangas City, 
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Remembering Cabalantian tragedy : 


By Tonette Orejas 
Bacolor; Pampanga 


ES, puto séko, mamon, 
mamon tostado, suman tili, 
suman bulagta, kutsinta, 


biku, ebun buru, tostadong mani 
and achara. 

1f you happen to meet Sol Bengco on J.P 
Rizal Street near the Makati City Hall selling 
these native delicacies from Cabalantian in 
Bacolor, Pampanga, do not hesitate to buy. 

Women, like Bengco, and her foodstuffs, 
and the family-based enterprises they have 
sustained are helping rebuild Barangay Ca- 
balantian. This is no easy feat, considering the 
villagers’ brush with death. 

What befell the village on Oct. 1 nine years 
ago was the worst in recent history. The most 
catastrophic avalanches of Mount Pinatubo's 
Tahar occurred in Cabalantian. 

"The series of lahar rampages left hot dé- 
posits of up to nine meters high, burying the 
entire village, including 2,000 houses, 500 
vehicles, and а large—but debatable—num- 
ber of people, said American sociologist Dr 
Kathleen Crittenden. , 


Erased from map 

In just two days, Cabalantian was erased 
from the map, Residents survived by staying 
бп the roofs of two-story houses. Others 
swam through lahar, 

‘When the volcanic sediments hardened, 
thers walked on it, skipping soft spots or 
inding the direction by holding on to the ca- 

bles of Philippine Long Distance Со. 

Asin other disasters, they showed that vic- 
tims were the first to respond, not the govern- 
ment. 

On Thursday night, on the eve of what 
‘ent down in local history as the Cabalantian 
tragedy, Bengco finished cooking her special- 
es. 

Masses have been held since 2000 to com- 
memorate the tragedy, to remember the de- 
parted, to celebrate life and to reunite with 
neighbors and relatives dispersed in seven re- 
settlement areas all over Pampanga, said 
‘barangay chair Jomar Hizon. . 

This year, the Mass was held in a new 
chapel, built on donations of Cabalantian res- 
йел and their supporters. 

“П did not attend the Mass because] I had 
to work, sell the foodstuffs. Life is so hard 
Tow Bengco said. 


200 families. 

Hizon said the village now had 200 fami- 

lies. That's 15 percent of the population be- 
fore the 1995 disaster. 
"Like Bengco, 50 women in the village have 
jesumed the enterprise developed from Ba. 
olor rich culinary tradition and nurtured by 
generations of women, 

In Barangays Santa Lucia and San Isidro in 
Magalang, Arenas and Buensoseso in Arayat, 
Bulaon in the City of San Fernando, and Pa- 
banlag in Floridablanca, hundreds more 
women are in the same business. 

"They employ a lot of people. Those who 

are based in Cabalantian draw their relatives 
back to the village because the jobs are here," 
Hizon said. 
+ Most of the vendors are men who sell the 
delicacies in residential villages, public mar- 
kets, gasoline stations, near fast food centers, 
snack houses and offices in Metro Manila and 
Central Luzon, he said, 


Coping by cooking 

Beyond the employment they create, they 
ach international опе focal disaster man- 

Agemenr expensa’ sn: cooking; and mak- 

rg a living our of i, is a good way of coping 

ith and overcoming the disaster. 

* Older Cabalantian cooks, like Consolacion 

Reyes ("Apong Cion” to many), also helped 

rescue the villagers in 1995. 

» Starting work as early as 3 a.m., they were 

he first to alert the villagers about the threat. 

“We woke everybody up as the water (from 
the Gugu Dike that burst) began reaching 
knee-high. Then the first lahar flow came. 
Just when we thought it was over, another 
ow сате. And another. And another. Until 
We were all marooned on roofs,” Reyes, 81, 
tecalled. 
+, Before the tragedy, Cabalantian eared 
Tame for churning out the best delicacies in 
Pampanga. Foodstuffs that are sold in the 
Streets or stamped with the name of the vil- 
lage were guaranteed delicious. 

Lydia Miranda-Koh, 65, learned cooking 
the delicacies through her mother, Marciana. 
She remembered that back then, these foods 
Were not sold. "They were served during 
feasts and special occasions or gifts to guests,” 
Koh said. 


Enterprising women 

7 She did not know when exactly the trade 
began but this, she said, attested to the fact 
that Cabalantian women were enterprising 
ел as their husbands tended to their farms 
pnd other jobs я 
1 Inher case, she turned to cooking when her 
husband, a meat vendor, fell ill. 

$ Back then, the bestsellers mamon and ma- 
Топ tostado were cooked the old-fashioned 
‘way, in urno. These clay ovens are half the size 


PE УНИ 
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"LAHARSCAPE" in Cabalantian, Bacolor, Pampanga 


т i rotheur 
gee margarine, and returned to the urno to obtain 


of igloos and use wood as fuel, The urnos are 
made in nearby Santo Tomas town where the 
pottery business has thrived. 

Duckeggs were used to give the sweet-tast- 
ing bread the natural orange color. These 
were beaten by hand, using wires bent in the 
shape ofa flower. 

The flour was manually mixed. The mamon 
is much sought after because they are stom- 
ach filling 

Mamon tostado is more physically taxing 
for the bread, cooked flat, garnished with 


the crisp taste. 


THevoce Tamales, also known as boboto, is basically 


Your Fulfillment. - 
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grounded rice topped with slices of chicken! 
meat, eggs, whole peanuts and sweetened 
peanut sauce. These are all wrapped in Баз 
nana leaves. | 

The suman—bulagta or tili—is made of 
glutinous rice. 

Cabalantian also made the best salted eggs} 
complete with natural oil. This was done by 
burying eggs їп mud for days. А 

Because lahar claimed all the urnos, the 
women have replaced these with electric 
ovens. 

The technology has been refined but the 
‘women say they always try so much to get the, 
same results. 
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FISHING 
Afisherman goes 
through his dally 
routine ata fishing 
village in Santander 
town in Cebu facing 
Dumaguete. Fishing 
isthe main source of 
income of residents 


inthe town. 
AL ANOUMONPOIPHOTO 


Envoys get tight 


DAVAO CITY—Authorities have tight- 
ened the security in the city as foreign 
and local tourists are here to witness 
the Wow Mindanao Exposition. 


Col. Eduardo del Rosario, Task Force 
Davao commander, said he has coordinated 
with the Davao City Police Office (DCPO) in 
deploying more security personnel to strate- 


gicareas. 


FIRST IN THE WORLD! 


20,000 students learning simultaneously 


without limits, 
without borders. 
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@-Learning 


Using the power of the Internet and its state-of-the-art multimedia technologies, 
AMA students from all over the Philippines аге now'enjoying 
21st century learning inside and outside the classroom. 


* Never before has learning been more exciting, more interesting, more enriching. 

• Selected subjects are now being taught via e-Learning and beamed simultaneously in the different АМА campuses 
nationwide at scheduled times. А 

• A virtual classroom since it allows AMA students separated geographically to share and exchange ideas. 

• Supervised e-groups that continue to allow students to interact with one another and discuss the lessons learned 
via Webcast. 

+ e-Learning lessons which students can access anytime, anywhere. No need to do catch up work when absent 
because lessons can be downloaded even at home. 

+ Powered by Intralearn*, a leading US-based designer and supplier of e-Learning management systems 
and delivered through AMA's DS3 broadband wide area network. 


Another pioneering program from 
ш AMA Education System 
Asia's Pioneer and Largest in IT-based Education. 
‘Over 200 campuses worldwide. 


security in Davao - 


“We have secured the buildings where our 
visitors are and have provided ali the support 
to DCPO,” Del Rosario said, taking note that 
the city has been teeming with visitors, in- 
cluding foreign diplomats. 

Five Latin American ambassadors and. 
members of the Organization of the Islamic 
Conference arrived last week їп Cotabato 
City and came to this city Sunday night to 
witness the Parigapog Gala at the SM City 
grounds, the main site of the Mindanao Ex- 


ро. 

Us Ambassador to the Philippines Francis 
Ricciardone also arrived Monday and his visit 
was expected to be welcomed by protest ac- 
tions from progressive leftist groups. 

Del Rosario said he has ordered the soldiers 
to observe maximum tolerance in dealing 
with the protesting groups. 

"Maximum tolerance will be implemented 
Otherwise, they will shout again for human 
rights violation,” Del Rosario said. 

City Administrator Wendel ‘Avisado said 
that by the end of the month, five ambas- 
sadors from European countries will also ar- 
rive. 

‘Terrorists have struck in Davao, setting off 
bombs at the city’s international airport and a 
‘wharf, killing dozens of people. 

Anthony Allada, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Filipinos 
in US raise 


money for 
classrooms 


By T] Burgonio 


HOPING to ease the acute shortage of 
classrooms back home, Filipinos in New 
York have raised some $24,000 for the 
construction of six classrooms, including 
four in a former war-torn village in Min- 
danao. 

The Filipinos handed the check worth 
$24,142.75 to Foreign Secretary Alberto 
Romulo during a meeting at the Philip- 
pine Center in New York last week. Ro- 
mulo was in New York to attend the 
United Nations General Assembly. 

The sum was intended for the "Adopt- 
a-Classroom Project" of the Philippine 
Consulate in New York, foreign affairs 
officials said. 

Much of it would be used for the con- 
struction of four classrooms in Barangay 
Inug-ug, a poor village in Pagalungan, 
Maguindanao which had been torn by 
clashes between government troops and 
secessionist guerrillas in the past, 

Now a peace zone, Inug-ug is home to 
600 children and adults who are attend- 
ing classes in makeshift classrooms. 


Educational TV 

One of the donors specified that 
$1,000 of the amount be allotted for the 
setting up of an educational television 
infrastructure at the Inug-ug Elementary 
‘School under the Educational TV project 
‘of network giant ABS-CBN. 

"It once again demonstrates that Fil- 
ipinos in the US have not forgotten the 
noble Filipino bayanihan spirit. The do- 
nation comes from the heart of the Fil 
ipino expatriate community in the New 
York area,” Consul General Cecilia Re- 
bong said ina statement. 

А portion of the fund would be allot- 
ted for the construction of a classroom 
each in the Autonomous Region in Mus- 
lim Mindanao and Bulacan. 5 

“By focusing on ARMM and helping in 
the education agenda of the President, 
we are also doing our share to promote 
peace and development in the region,” 
Rebong said. 

Romulo expressed gratitude to the Fil- 
ipino expatriates for their donation, saying 
ђе was “deeply touched by the kindness 
and generosity of the Filipino community" 

"The donation would go a long way in 
preparing children in Barangay Inug-ug 
and other areas for a brighter tomorow" 
he said, recalling that he had seen many 
children artending classes "under the most 
dreadful conditions” in depressed areas. 


Classrooms, classrooms 

The project, which was relaunched by 
Rebong early this year, was designed to 
draw support from the Filipino-Ameri- 
‘can community for the construction of 
classrooms in poor, far-flung areas. 

‘Many Filipino-Americans have wel- 
comed the project, saying it was a good 
opportunity for them to provide the 
youth back home with decent class- 
Tooms "conducive to learning." 
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ILOILO PROTEST 


Winston Garcia. 
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Workers of the GSIS in lloilo City rally in front of the GSIS office there to demand the resignation of GSIS head 


RouNDUP 
2 МРА rebels yield 


LUCENA CITY—Two suspected members ofthe 
New People's Army operating in Rizal province sur- 
rendered to the military. Ina report, Mal. Gen. Pedro 
CCabuay, commander of the Army's 2nd Infantry Di 
vislon based in Tanay, Rizal, identified the former 
таре as Ма Francisco alias "Ка Amel" and Adolfo 
Zonio alias “Ka Lito,” both belonging to the NPA 
Narciso Antazo-Araril Command. The rebels sur- 
rendered two shotguns with bullets and а hand 
grenade, The report said the two were members of 
the armed propaganda uni, which is in charge of 
the NPAs propaganda and recruitment work. 

‘Dolfin Mallari Jr, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Woman cop found dead 

.. CAUAVAN CITY—A policewoman was found dead by 
her relatives on Sep 28 inside her room in Barangay 
Зап Fermin here. Supt Dalfin Milo, polle chief f this 
Gy sald От Emma Andoy 29, ofthe Cauayan polos 
ted arope around her neck and hung herser! Andoy's 
relatives said they were commemorating the second 
‘death anniversary of Andofs ather when they found 
ar dea, Tey said Andoy, who had recently delivered 
her third chid, had a history of depression. 

Villamor Visaya Jr. PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


3 killed in mishaps 
CAUAYAN CITY—Three persons were kiled and ће 
thers were hurtin separate road accidents here last 
ee Supt Delin ilo, polce chief ere, denied 
The tatalties as Jose Dauba, Marcelino Тело and 
Freddie Udanga. Reports said Taf and Udenga 
were riding а motorcycle on the national highway in 
Barangay Minante Dos when a jeepney driven by Lar 
ry Ramos Nt them. In another incident, police said 
Robert Tejada, who was driving a van. sideswiped 
Dauba, a garbage collector, while Dauba was cross- 
ing a sireet Dauba died tine Garcia Нозріа here. 
"тог Visaya Je, PDI Northem Luzon Bureau 


Militiaman found dead 
CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna— Residents of a ar- 
tung vilage in Sa. Cz Laguna on Friday founda de 
composing боду ofa тїйагпап belived to be sum- 
тапу executed by communist rebels, polce sald. La- 
una polca decor Senior Supt. Edwin Corvera, sald 
ine bady of Floro Agapay, 28, was found in an urin- 
ated area In Sto Maulawin, Barangay Duhat t 
Bore several bulet wounds In the face and chest from 
atl uridenttteg fearm. Corvera за Agapay маза 
member of th Citizens Armed Forces Geographical 
Unit and served as rteligence обсег ofthe Amys 
20end inant Brigade based и Siniloan, Lagura. 
‘Marlon Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bursat 


Forester’s killer held 
DAVAO CITY—The suspected gunman in last Tues- 
days murder of a forester ot the Department of En- 
vironment and Natural Resources here is now in 
police custody, authorities reported Thursday. Chef 
Supt. Simeon Dizon, Southern Mindanao police 
ciel sald Moises Pla, 41, a resident of Barangay 
Џаба n Tori District was postivey identified by 
the niece of Isidro de а Peña as the klier. De a Pella 
was driving his rece to school when he was shot to 
death in Matina in Talomo District. Potal, a former 
Tebel, allegedly served as a bodyguard of former 
Land Transporation Осе director for Davao Leo 
Magno. The suspect denied any ivolvementin the 
death of De la Pe, who police sald was very strict 
inthe implementation of forestry laws. 

Anthony Allada, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Biak-na-Bato security 

SAN MIGUEL, Bulacan—Gov. Josefina de la Cruz 
Sald Meguards and rescue teams shouid be sent to 
monitor visitors in the Biak-na-Bato National Histor- 
ical Park апа its river to avoid a repeat ofan acci- 
dent here last month where eight people. most ot 
them chidren, drowned in the river. De a Cruz said 
the provincial government and other concerned 
agencies could not just ordar the closure of the park 
to vistors because this is one of the most popular 
recreation and tourist destinations n the province. 
She asked the Deparment of Environment and Nat- 
urai Resources, which maintains tne park, to dls- 
seminate Information on safety to prevent acci- 
Gents. Carmela Reyes, PDI Central Luzon Desk 
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CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—“My take-home 
pay can no longer take me home!” 

Bearing placards with this message, some 
500 leaders of public schoolteachers in six 
Central Luzon provinces left this city on Tues- 
day for a protest caravan to the House of Rep- 
resentatives in time for the 10th World Teach- 
er Day. 

"They said they would ask for the passage of 
a bill, pending in the last 14 years, seeking to 
upgrade the teachers’ salary from P9,939 
(lary grade 10) o P16,792 (salary wade 
19). 

James Pagaduan, spokesperson of the Ac- 
tion and Solidarity for the Empowerment of 
Teachers (Assert), said the House committee 
оп education had recommended as early as 
1991 to "correct the error in rank.” 

The so-called error happened when teachers 
were assigned salary grade 10 under the salary 
standardization law or Republic Act 6758. 

Pagaduan said at grade 10, the law placed 
teachers in the same category as that of 
sergeants in the Armed Forces of the Philip- 
pines. 

"The only qualification fora sergeant is to be. 


EF ETRE eye 
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a high school graduate. In the case of teachers, 
‘we need to be college graduates and we need 
to pass the licensure examination to be consid- 
егей eligible. The salary upgrade is therefore 
fair and just because teachers worked hard to 
get degrees and eligibilities,” Pagaduan said. уд 

He said bills have been filed and refiledy, 
from the 8th to the 12th Congress. бен 

“No single bill ever got past the committed, 
level," he said. > 

Assert pushed for the passage of the Бе 
during its Sept. 3 assembly in Angeles Cy. ., 

‘Zambales Rep. Ma. Milagros Magsaysay”, 
has proposed a new bill to upgrade the teach’; 
ers salary. 5 

Pagaduan said Magsaysay s bill is expected 
to benefit some 400,000 public schoolteach- 
ers in the country. 

The fiscal crisis, he said, should not be used 
аз an excuse by the government for not rais- 
ing salaries and benefits. 

“With over half the national budget going s 
to debt servicing and corruption, we are infu- 
riated by the delay in our salary upgrades,” 
Pagaduan said ina statement. 

Tonette Orejas, PDI Central Luzon Desk 


Benguet officials file case to stop trade pact with China 


By Vincent Cabreza 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


BAGUIO CITY—The Benguet May- 
ors League and the Benguet provin- 
cial government have gone to court 
to stop Malacafang's plan to sign a 
bilateral trade agreement with Chi- 
па. 

Judge Benigno Galacgac of the ге- 
gional trial court here is hearing the 
mayors’ Sept. 25 petition for prelimi- 
nary injunction, which opposes a quar- 
antine agreement that will enable the 
country to sell homegrown pineapple to 
China, in exchange for the entry of Chi- 
nese carrots. 

Та Trinidad Mayor Nestor Fongwan, 
BML president, said they were alerted 
to the agreements scheduled signing 
оп Sept. 25, which prompted them to 


goto court. 

Не said the BML wants locally grown 
carrots to be protected by long-term 
policy safeguards against globalization 
because sale of this vegetable suffered 
the most when both smuggled and 
legally imported vegetables flooded 
Metro Manila markets between 2001 
and 2003. 

But the Philippine Chamber of Com- 
merce and Industry said an injunction. 
might be too preemptive because the 
government was still negotiating for se- 
lected trade items, and might not yet in- 
clude importable and exportable veg- 
etablesatall. 

Noemi Saludo, PCCI president, an- 
nounced before the 13th North Luzon 
‘Area Business Conference last month 
that Malacafiang was ready to sign the 
controversial China early harvest pro- 


gram (EHP) in January next year, which 
opens the country to selected Chinese 
products. 

She said producers of local co- 
сопш byproducts, bananas and man- 
goes have a large market potential in 
China, which already imports from 
Indonesia and some western coun- 
tries. 

‘Ambassador Donald Dee, presiden- 
tial envoy for international trade rela- 
tions, said President Macapagal-Ar- 
toyo did not sign a Chinese bilateral 
pact when it was first offered to the As- 
sociation of Southeast Asian Nations in 
2002 because of the notion that local 
industries “are just not ready for 
trade.” 

Ms Arroyo received the brunt of a 
sustained national protest against 
globalization, which farmers from 


Benguet and Mt. Province led to 
push for better terms during the re- 
cent round of World Trade Organiza- 
tion talks in Mexico. 

Dee, former president of the Employ- 
ers Confederation of the Philippines, 
said the government “correctly took a 
backseat” fora year to monitor develop- 
ments in the region, unlike nine Asean 
member countries that proceeded to 
trade with China, 

But without the bilateral pact, Dee 
said the country's coconut exports are. 
now being sold to China at prices 15 to 
27 percent higher than Indonesia's 10 


percent rates. 
Philippine competitors in Asean: 

be able to reduce prices to 5 pe 

next year, but the country’s produ 

‘will be more expensive unless a pact i$ 

signed in January, Saludo said. 
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halts. Army plan 
for big offensive 


ZAMBOANGA CITY—The Southern Command 
chief yesterday stepped in to prevent a major 
Army offensive against Moro Islamic Liberation. 
Front (MILF) rebels in Maguindanao. 

Col. Gerry Jalandoni of the Army's 604th 
Infantry Brigade based in the province had 
earlier threatened to attack the base of the 
MILFs 109th Infantry Brigade within 72 
hours unless the rebel group turned over the 
suspects in Saturdays ambush-kiling of a 
sergeant in Mamasapano town. 

Jalandoni had also asked the MILF to tum 
over the firearm and personal belongings of 
Sgt. Charles Molina. The ultimatum lapsed 
2:30 p.m Tuesday. 

Maj. Gen. Generoso Senga, the Southcom 
chief, said he talked with Jalandoni on Tues- 
day ‘afternoon after reporters asked him 
about the threat. He advised the officer to 
bring his issue to the Joint Committee on the 
Cessation of Hostilities (СССН). 

“1 asked him to exhaust all means of set- 
ling the issue in a peaceful and proper way" 
Senga said. 

Senga said Jalandoni pledged not to take 
drastic action anymore. 

Molina was on his way home aboard his 
motorcycle whei the rebels fired at him in 
Barangay Tinantangan in Mamasapano, ac- 
cording to Jalandoni. 

He said the suspects, under Commander 
Adan of the MILF's 104th IB and not Walid of 
the MILF's 109th IB as he had earlier claimed, 
took the soldiers handgun, personal belong- 
ings and motorcycle. 

MILF spokesperson Eid Kabalu said Jalan- 
donis statements were “impulsive and 
counter-productive." 

‘The rebel group has embarked on peace 
talks with the government. Officials from 
Doth sides said the negotiations could resume 
this month after issues causing its delay had 
been settled. 

Peace prospects were also boosted by the 
arrival this week of a 60-man international 
ceasefire monitoring team headed by 
Malaysia. 

Kuala Lumpur, which gave sanctuary to 
Moro rebels in the early years of conflict in 
certain areas of Mindanao, was brokering the 
peace talks with the backing of the influential 
Organization of the Islamic Conference. Ed- 
win Fernandes, Charlie Sefiase, Julie Ali- 
pala and Germelina Lacorte, PDI Mindanao 
Bureau 
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Kin of 8 women kille: in fire demand justice 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO-—Demands for jus- 
tice rang out loud on Monday from the families 
of ight women who died in ast Saturday's fire 
ata supermarket in this city business district. 

Jun Gutierrez, whose elder sister Lerma 
was one of those trapped at the Popong 
Suerte Mart, said the Bureau of Fire Protec- 
tion should explain why it was not able to im- 
mediately rescue the victims. 

Та his visit on Monday to the separate wakes 
held for the victims, Gov. Mark Lapid said the rel- 
atives had asked him to help them obtain justice. 

The victims’ charred remains, tightly sealed 
in wood boxes, were recovered from a room at 


the buildings third floor almost 12 hours after 
the fire broke out at 3:35 p.m. on Saturday. 

"The city’s fire station is less than 100 me- 
terseast ofthe supermarket. 

Workers who survived the fire lighted eight 
‘big candles in front of the supermarket where 
eight of their fellow workers died. 

Mayor Oscar Rodriguez on Saturday night con- 
firmed in a sutement that low water pressure 
made it difficult for firemen to fil their trucks. 

"The investigating committee he formed al- 
so on Saturday sought to know the reason for 
this, Rodriguez said. 

‘At least 20 trucks and about 50 firemen 


from all over Pampanga responded to the fire 
alarm, Supt. Emmanuel Arrozal, provincial 
fire marshal, said. 
Не denied that the water supply was inadequate 
during the fist hours ofthe fire-fighting mission. 
Arrozal said the firemen drew water directly 
from the two hydrants of the City of San Feman- 
do Water Disuict on B. Mendoza Street here. 
However he confirmed thar the hydrant infront 
ofa drug store and which was dedicated to the cty 
fire station did not work during the crucial hours. 
Gutierrez also said the liability of his sis- 
тег employers, identified as Marichu Choi 
and Tony Co, should be established. On Satur- 
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day, Arrozal told the Inqumea that the fire es- 
cape door of the supermarket was locked and 
that allits windows had grils. 

Arrozal said the firefighting mission 
proved more difficult because the second 
floor, which served as a warehouse, was also 
filled with many combustible merchandise 
like cooking oil and candles. 

Rodriguez said although the owners had 
not complied with several fire safety stan- 
dards as early as 1996, previous officials still 
issued them a mayors permit. 

“The owners have yet to issue a formal state- 
menton the incident. Chief Insp. Mario Raca- 
io, city fire marshall, said arson investigators 
began work on Monday. 

Gutierrez said the kind of death his sister 
met was not only untimely but also painful. 
Lerma was identified through her porcelain 
tooth. She worked at the supermarket for six 
years as a cashier and had set her marriage 
possibly next year, he said. The sister of Victo- 
ria Malipico, 37, expressed worry over the 
three young children of her sister. 

“What will happen to them now?” she 
asked. Five of the women were married and 


| Hike Malipico, had children to rear. The eighth 


fatality was not a man but a woman named 
Desiree Vitug, 32, of Angeles City. 

Her remains were claimed late Sunday, the 
Torno Funeral Homessaid. Tonette Orejas 
and Carmela Reyes, PDI Central Luzon Desk 
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Napocor 
blames 
Senate 

for woes 7 


TIWI, Albay—A top 
official of the govern- { 
ment-owned Nation- 
al Power Corp. has 
blamed the Senate $ 
for the state compa- # 
пуззопу state. 

Reynaldo Santiago, ; 
Napocor vice presi-* 
dent for geothermal 
generation, recalled $ 
that in the early 1970s ^ 
until the mid-1980s, 
Napocor used to bein 
thelistofthe country’s è 
top corporations. 

“We used to be in 
the country list of top 
corporations in those 
times, and our down- 
fall today is courtesy 
of the senators them- 
selves,” said Santiago. 
He did not elaborate, 

Santiago was here 
ata ceremony for the 
change of the name of 
Philippine Geother- 
mal Ine. into Unocal 
Philippines Inc. (UPI). 

“UPI is wholly owned 
subsidiary of the Union 
Oi of Califomia. 

UPI and Napocor 
developed geother- 
mal resources at the 
туй field in Albay 
province and the Mak- 
iling-Banahaw (Mak- 
Вап) field in the Lagu- 
ma and Batangas are. „ 

"This led to the birth 
of geothermal energy 
inthe country. 

Santiago said this 
development (name. 
change from PGI to 
UP) is actually а 
transformation to a 
better company. 

He added that it was. 
‘one of the best exam- 
ples of business coop- 
eration between the 
Philippines and the US. 

Не said he wished 
the company would be 
privatized under Uno- 
cal. Ronnie Loreja, 
PDI S. Luzon Bureau. 
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GHOSTS. Monsters. Policemen? ар By Volt Contreras paused briefly, then resumed ^ Danny Calimliman, one of 
Some police officials are s Bee their search for what the the many gold "buyers" who 
alarmed that parentshavestarted § 5 22 THEYRE not budging an MGB earlier certified аз “pro- had found a market in the 
invoking the images of policemen к + ^ inch. cessed gold slugs” accidental- area for the past four days, 
to scare children from doing bad — Despite appeals from envi- ly dumped into the water a said business was sil good, 
things Я * х ronment and health officials few days ago when the river as he showed off gold-en- 
This is on top of the stereotype Е 5 to abandon their search for overflowed. crusted metal scraps sold to 
of policemen as arrogant, corrupt E Б gold nuggets ina murky river The Bureau's insistence him hours earlier. 
and of being womanizers. à - in San Francisco del Monte; that the adobe-Jayered banks Не said he had paid as 

Та Navotas, police chief Gene- ВА : o 4 Quezon City, fortune seekers and riverbed could not possi- much as P1,200 to as low as 
sis Tolejano has thought of some- E ” 1 2 from shantytowns around bly be a natural host of gold, P20 fora tiny piece, depend- 
thing to change this perceptio Metro Manila continue to also meant nothing to the ingon its purity” 

Invite children and serve them : : flock to the site. searchers as they scooped А buyer of gold for the last 
soup and native cakes. аы. Жс; ^ Edwin Rillon, a geologist and strained anything with a 10 years, Danny said he can 

‘Some 200 children and parents E 1 ofthe Mines and Geosciences yellowish glow recovered tellifa metal was made ofre- 
trooped to the police station yes- ЩЕ 8А £ ЖЇ 7A Bureau (MGB), earlier said from the muddy waters. al gold on the spot, using 
terday morning for a feeding pro- Ў 3 5 the search would be futile as Defensor said the Quezon tools he carried with him ina 
gram organized bylocal lwmen. ро У mo gold deposits could possi- City government and the De- leather bag. 

Tolejano told the Iguman the Es. 3 а bly be found there. partment of Health may be According to a story gath- 
feeding program served as an А Тһе panning and scroung- asked to finally cordonoffthe ered by the MGB, the gold 
"opportunity (for policemen) ta 2 ig continued even after Еп. affected portion of the water- came from five drums of dis- 
get along with children and erase 3 a vironment Secretary Michael way if people continue to ig- carded metals from the 
the wrong impression (they have [6 j : Defensor dropped by at nore the risks. Quezon City Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas, 
of policemen)." 5 5 around 2 p.m. to again мат Mayor Feliciano Belmonte al- which a waste disposal con- 

У а e the people of the deadly dis- so said he had discouraged tractor earlier left by the 
Rebuilding image. Laan х 3 3 ‘eases they could get from the the residents from the search, riverbank. 

Healso called on the parents to SK 7 2 E d polluted Dario River. saying the gold story was ust Тһе drums’ contents had 
stop depicting policemen as bad B 3 E Defensor made himself a hoax. spilled into the river when 
guys to their children. < Js 5 loud and clear using а mega- Defensor noted, though, the tides rose due to heavy 

But aside from rebuilding their 3 1 phone, but his message prac- that the crowd had gradually rains in late August. 
image, Tolejano said the feeding tically had no effect on the thinned in the past few days А resident reported the 
program wasalso aimed at giving HOPING that mud will yield gold, people continue toflockanddigalongthe crowd which included chi asgold "finds" were rare. first sighting of the gold last 
Temporary relief to some poor banks ofa polluted river in Barangay Damayan, Quezon City. They ignore. dren, women and old cou — Butmoneycontinued tobe week, and the news has since 
residents of Navotas. warnings of health officials that they could instead get aharvest of diseases rom ples. made at the site even as De- drawn hundreds to the area. 

‘The other day, the Social Weath- the waterway. owsonoce The scavengers merely fensorspokc. With Tina G. Santos 
er Stations reported the worsening s 
problem of hunger in the country: 


Опе out of every seven households 4 2 

ВЕНЕ 2 versions, same story of suspect’s sla 

the last three months. , " 
The budget for the feeding pro- 

ram yesterday was just P3,000. 

Sano sald һе got funding By Nancy C. Carvajal telephone interview that Roldan nation usually administered to Cruz, who had arrested Roldan, pect, hitting him in different 

from a friend in the US state of tried to escape when the police arrested suspects before they ordered the suspect to stop. In- of the body, the same report saic 

from a friend in the US sr Ыш LAS PIÑAS police yesterday is- car they rode in broke down on could be ready for an inquest, Al- stead of obeying him, the suspect Roldan died instantly 

through an umts article pub. sued conflicting versions on the their way to Las Piñas Medical bastrosaid. took out a fan knife and stabbed Тһе slain suspect was with 

lished last May 1. death of Rafael Roldan, a suspect Center Эш a police repor sid the dea Cruz, the report si David Ора, reponediy а со: 
"The article reported the distri. іп several killing incidents that : h group was on its way to police worker of Roldan at a bakery, it 

bution of Bibles and regular Bible had terrified residemsintheciy, Hospital or precinct? Eommunity precinct number 2 Instant death задед, It was not clear їп the re- 

burion of Biles and товат Ве Officer on case SPO4 Arold Roldan had to be brought to when the suspect tried to escape. Фе la Cruz was able to parry роп if Orsal was also a suspect in 

District. Alabastro told the Inquirer in a the hospital for a routine exami- И added that SPO2 Alfredo dela _ the attacks, and latershotthesus- the killings. 


Vigilance, Patrol 117 lead 
to arrest of rape suspect 


By Nelson F Flores home. The records further abducting а lady teacher in 
showed that the girl appar- Butuan City last month. 

АСАШ to Patrol 117 by alert ently was given а drug-laced еуез said the call to Patrol 

village watchmen led police soft drink which made her 117 made it possible for the 


И The title lax кре OCTOBER 21, 22, & 23, 2004 & 


school student in Quezon licemen that when she жы эчен э Ee зе [Varus pa: 
а np, her Dody was aching and abduction of Catalina Gust, Затов; 

he spec, Brenan лаш. Ша Anne was а fe. daa mach fom му | Sale Starts at 8: ТАМЫНАН $ 
mo, was about to flee when side her. She added that Sacol, Agusan Del Norte. El e = 
arrested by members of the when Aquino woke up, he He said Culaste was ab- СИВЕ G3 PAW, 
Саша кебис т ded along P Burgos Sree 
6. Не was positively identi- to КШ her if she told anyone оп Sept. 14. The incident was 
fied by the victim as the per- of her ordeal Witnessed by a female pedes- Inspection oars CATET D WAZA 
Son who raped her on Sept tian ийо сей Patrol 117. 
20 niong Halaman Sweet, Phonecallto 117 Reyes denned the sus- | ТАН OGIO TY VO О ROOY 
Barangay Commonwealth. Itwas only after three days pects as Army Pfc. Emilio Ce- = 

In his report to Interior that the victim old hermoth- na, Еме Plana, Alexander >, 
Secretary Angelo Reyes, Sta- er about the incident. The Lofranco, Jhon Torralba and 
tion 6 Chief Supt. Arturo mother then told barangay Julieto Andil, an alleged for- 
Navarette said they received . officials. It was the village of- mer New People’s Army 
information about the inci- ficial who called up Patrol guerilla. The suspects did not 
dent from a Patrol 117 Hot- 117, Navarette said. resist arrest. 
line operator, prompting him The suspect is now de- Police seized from the sus- 
to dispatch lawmen to arrest tained while facing rape pects three cal. 45 pistols 
the suspect. charges before the local city with several magazines and 

Police records showed that prosecutors’ office. live ammunition, а hand 
the suspect, a fish vendor, in- Meanwhile, another callto grenade, a stainless kitchen , 
vited the victim, who justar- Patrol 117,thistimebyacon- knife, a black bonnet and a 
rived from the province, to сетей citizen, prevented five KIA Besta van with plate 
attend a birthday party in his suspected kidnappers from number WKF 746. 


8 Antipolo City inmates 
succumb to tuberculosis 


By Ruth L. Navarra Danilo Vetenor, 31, died from nicipal Jail, also in Antipolo. 
Sept. 1 to Oct. 15. ‘Although the Teresa jail is 

‘TUBERCULOSIS in detention ‘The deaths raised to 16the smaller than the one in An- 
proved to be а death sen- number of inmates who died tipolo, it has a rooftop that 
tence. while detained at the city jail can be converted to а dispen- 

1а а span of 45 days, eight since January this year, ac- sary The fresh air on the 
inmates died from tuberculo- cording to warden Supt. Ig- rooftop could do good to the 
sis at the Antipolo City Jail. nacio Panti. inmates, Panti said. 

Winifrido Gomez, 39; Ro- Panti added that they had Some 600 prisoners are d 
nakd Garcia, 29: Alvin Cata- proposals of transferring at crammed inside the Antipolo азот TELNOS: 10471 252-112 
da, 30; Rex Vidal, 30; Joel least 20 other inmates, sus- City Jail that was designed о | MANILA TELNOS: 1021 9297868 · 9205501 - 426-3908 - 453-7470 онно. 0977808 


Samaniego, 27; Felipe Llad, речей of having been afflict- hold from 100 to 150 people | важно: t f MAL: -Inlo-itauctioneers.com WEBSITE: www.uauctioneers cam 
31; Amel Ronilla, 19; and ed by TB, to the Teresa Mu- only anes B 
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Coke, Shell kick off RP Cup bids 


Momentum on Barangay Ginebra: $ side as Kings battle Purefoods TJ Hotdogs 


COCA-COLA has thrived on its run- 
ning game for years but when the 
Tigers play the Shell Turbochargers in. 
the Gran Matador PBA Philippine Cup 
at the Araneta Coliseum tonight, ex- 
pect both teams to outrun each other. 

"We will try to match up with Соке? fast- 
расей offense. We don't have a dominant : 
line, so we might as well use what we have," said 
Sheli couch Leo Austria, whose charges are now 
banking more on speed rather than height. 

The Tigers and the Turbochargers collide in 
the first game ofa double header at 4:30 p.m. 

Barangay Ginebra meets Purefoods in the sec- 
ond match with the Gin Kings out to keep their 
‘momentum in the last conference where they 
‘beat Red Bull Barako for the Fiesta Cup crown. 


Off-season buildup 

"Three acquisitions during the offseason have 
strengthened Shell roster with the peppery Celi- 
no Cruz adding speed in the backcourt and Mar- 
Jon Legaspi and rookie livin Sono augmenting 

the Turbochargers’ for- 

mation in the middle. 

"When it comes to 
conditioning, the team 
isin tip-top shape, But 
I dont know if its 
enough against Coke 
because —talentwise, 
мете the underdogs’ 
said Austria, a sticker for fluid motion offense 
during his PBL coaching days. 

Ominously though, its the same strategy the 
‘Tigers—who hardly rely on individual and low- 
post plays—have employed against their rivals, 


GAMES WEDNESDAY 
NL 
| 480 pm—coca-Cola 
vs Sho 
120pm—Girebra 
vs Purefoods 


Keeping up with speedsters 

Even Tigers big men Rafi Reavis, Rudy Hat- 
field, Edward Juinio and Rob Wainwright can 
keep up with speedsters Jeffrey Cariaso, Ato 
Morano, Gary David, Will Antonio and Johnny 
Abarrientos. 

“Although we can contain (the Tigers) in the 
peint, we don't have the manpower to stop them. 
one-on-one,” said Austria, "Well concentrate more 
on defense and forget about single coverage" 

Legaspi (6-5) and Soto (6-7) have infused new 
blood into the Turbocharger’ Ќо 
where they were most vulnerable in the past. 

‘While боло is recuperating from a miniscus 
tear on his left knee, Legaspi will help man the 
slot with Billy Mamaril, Chris Jackson and Ado- 
nis Sta, Maria, 

‘wingman Chris Calaguio is also recovering 
from а left knee surgery leaving Ronald Tubid, 
топу Dela Cruz, Rich Alvarez, Kalani Ferrera, 
Rensy Bajar and Jun Marzan to set up the Shell 
backeourt June Navarro 


WILLIE Miller of Talk 'N Text eludes San 
Miguel Beer’s Joey Mente during their game 
Sunday. TNT won, 93-89, wxusrotActur 


Addict Mobile 
makes Espinas 
No. 1 PBL pick 


ADDICT Mobile-Ateneo, formerly Lee Pipes, 
expectedly made flamboyant NCAA star Gab- 
by Espinas the No. 1 pick in yesterdays PBL, 
Rookie Draft for the season-ending Open 
Championship at the Makati Coliseum. 
ADDICT) A24 
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Two high caliber performers 
in one night. 


Petron Blaze and Alicia Keys 


09 October 2004, 8pm, Araneta Coliseum 
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Addict Mobile makes Espinas 


Espinas, the 645055 Olongapo City banger 
‘who helped Philippine Christian University win is 
fist NCAA crown this year, is expected to fil up. 
the vacuum left by former top gunner Lamy 
Fonaciet 

‘The streak shooting Fonacier suffered a serious 
foot ligament injury in the early part of the UAAP. 
tournament, and Espinas, according to coach 
Sandy Arespacochaga, will definitely play a big 
role for the team. 

"We need him for his rebounding, inside scoring 
and athleticism,” said the youthful coach. "Hindi 
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SPORIS  . 


tulungan din namin (His presence will benefit the. 
team, and vice versa), He's a big catch.” 

Commissioner Chino Trinidad agreed. 

"Espinas wil bea big help for the team with his 
athleticism and rebounding,” he said. 

Nap Gutierrez, Espinas" adviser said his ward is 
set to talk with PCU team manager Bong Sales 
‘and coach Ato Tolentino tomorrow to allow him 
to play for the Eagles for a year. 

‘Addict Mobile has until Friday next week to 
sign up the NCAA Rookie and MVP winner, and 
Arespacochaga is confident they can get the ser- 


by UAAP Mythical Five member Paolo Bugia. 

The team also picked Espinas’ PCU teammate 
Jason Castro in the second round and five players 
from the dispersal draft, namely, Christian Luan- 
топ, Jenkins Mesina, Jam Alfad, Rey Mendoza 
and Derick Hubalde. 

Montaña Pawnshop picked Adamson's Karl 
Kenneth Bono as the No. 2 pick, The Jewelers also 
grabbed Cebuano hotshot Reed Juntil from the 
dispersal pool. 

“Toyota Обе атал, choosing third, elevated 6- 
foot? Mark Andaya to йз roster along with Hafer 


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2004 


No. 1 PBL ріск--- 


Completing the first round picks are UPHDS's 
Noy Javier (th, Welcoa), Jeff Chan (Sth, Viva 
Mineral Water FEU), Jerwin Gaco (6th, ICISHa. 
Salle), Joseph Ronald Quinahan (7th, GMC), and 
Viadymir Joe (Bth, Air Philippines). 

Also drafted in the second round were ап Gar- 
rido (Moñtana), Friz Вашоп (Welcoad, 
Jonathan Babilonia (Viva-FEU), Jayvee Casio 
(CTSHa Sale) Rex Mangubat (GMC) and 
Yousif Ата (Air Phil). 

Aside fom Gaco and Casio, ICTSI also elevated 


lang kami ang matutulungan niya, pat siya matu- 


ARNEL QUIRIMIT was un- 
stoppable in the Elite cate- 
gory and so was Irish 
Valenzuela in the junior 
race as both topped the in- 
dividual time trials of the 
National Cycling Open in 
Tagaytay City yesterday. 

‘Already winners of the 
massed start the other day on ап. 
outand-back course also in 
Tagayiay, Quirimi, the 2003 
"Tour Pilipinas champion and na- 
tional team mainstay, clocked 
one hour five minutes and 
3477 seconds for the gold 
medal inthe 39.7-km TTT for elite. 

The 18-year-old Valenzuela, a member of the 
PhilCycling’s developmental pool, was as furious 
їп the juniors’ 29-km ITT and earned his second 
gold medal after Mondays massed start with a 
time of 1:59.71. 

Enrique Domingo, another RP team mainstay 
and king of the Tour Pilipinas sprints, clinched 
the Elite silver medal—the same mint he got in 
‘massed start—in 1:07:08.43, while Lito Atilano 
seated for the bronze in 1:08:13.29. 

‘March Alconar bagged the juniors silver medal 
in 52:05.10 and Leonel Dimaano the bronze 
medal in 53:435. 

"The road and velodrome races of the National 
Operis revival held in conjunction with PhilCy- 
cling’ cycling festival formed a third of the na- 
Чопа which are being staged this week as pre- 


QUICKEST: Arnel Quirimit (lef wi 
Domingo (center) and Lito Atilano 


runner-up Enrique 


Jude to the 10th Asian Mountain Bike Champi- 
onshipsin Puerto Princesa City. 

"The Asian championships have lured nearly а 
hundred riders from 11 countries who will vie in 
cross-country and downhill races for men, wom- 
en and juniors. 

Besides Puerto Princesa City under Mayor Ed- 
ward Hagedorn and Air21 of PhilCyciing presi 
dent Bert Lina, the Asian MTB and the entire cy- 
cling festival are also supported by Tour Pilipinas 
Inc, the Philippine Sports Commission, the 
Philippine Olympic Committee, Kontol, Philip- 
pine Airlines, Cargohaus, роі, e-konek, Mail 
and Moreand Agua de Laguna. 

Already in town are teams from Japan, Chi- 
пезе Taipei, Vietnam, Hong Kong, Singapore, 
Malaysia, Iran, Indonesia and Brunei. Thailand is 
coming in today. 


vices of Espinas, who will be joined at the frontline 


Golf body accepts Bondad apology 


Ryan Arana, Mark Benitez, Michael Belga, Oliver 
‘Gua, Tim Gatchalian and Arthur Walsham. 

~ PAOLO MANAPUL (left) raises 

his hands in triumph after ruling the 

l-km velodrome race Monday at the 
Amoranto Stadium in Quezon City, 


„У Chessers target 
7 top 7 in Olympiad; 
Joey slams Estimo 


By Marc Anthony Reyes best finish ever" 

Joining Torre at the forum were 
СМ Joey Antonio, Intemational 
Master Jayson Gonzales, national 
champion Darwin Laylo, Emmanuel 
Senador, Joy Lomibao, Beverly 
Mendoza and Aices Salvador, 

Mark Paragua, soon to be the 
country’s youngest GM at 20, is also 
part of the team. He won two of 
three tournaments in Ukraine re- 
cently to breach the 2600 Elo rat- 
ing—a grade no other Filipino has 
everachieved. 

Antonio, however, disagreed 
with the decision to appoint secre- 
tary general Sammy Estimo as non- 
playing team captain. 

Antonio accused Estimo of aban- 
doning the RP squad in Bled and of 
‘withholding the allowances of team 
members, two charges the NCFP of- 
ficial Пану denied. 

^1 did everything for the team in 
Bled,” Estimo said. "You can ask 
“Torre, Paragua and the other mem- 
bersoftheteam about it” 

NCEP president Go Teng Kok said 
the teams’ strong finish in Majorca 
will hopefully inspire other RP 
teams to get ready to win the overall 
championship in the SEA Games” 


THE PHILIPPINE chess teams 
Southeast Asian Games preparation. 
gets a jumpstart when the Filipinos 
leave Oct. 12 for the World Chess 
Olympiad in Majorca, Spain, hop- 
ing to bury the memories of its dis- 
astrous 36th place finish two years 
ago in Bled, Slovenia, 

Picked by the National Chess 
Federation of the Philippines, the 
sicman, threewoman RP squads 
will be the first national teams to 
test their readiness for the SEA 
Games tobe staged here next year 

“Their performance in the 
Olympiad is crucial if we are to 
gauge our overall readiness for the 
2005 SEA Games,” said Philippine 
SEAG Organizing Committee chair 
Obet Pagdanganan. 

Grandmaster Eugene Torre said 
the team has the talent to improve 
on the countrys best-ever seventh 
place finish in Thessaloniki, Greece 
in 1998. 

"1 believe this is а strong team," 
said Torre during yesterday PSA 
Forum at the Manila Pavilion. 
“Hopefully, we can achieve our goal, 
which is to match or surpass our 


SPORTSWATCH 
Martes slowly getting old form back 


CRISTABEL Martes the 2001 Southeast Asian Games women's marathon gold 
medalist, is slowly getting back to form, giving athletics chief Go Teng Kok more 
reason to be confident about his teams performance in next years biennial compe- 
tions, Afer missing the 2003 Vietnam SEAG because o a thigh injury she incurred 
in 2002, Martes, who halls from Benguet, has pledged reclaim her title when the 
Games the country hosts the Games next year. Her personal best of 2:45:46 sil 
the best in ne region. "I have confidence in her (Martes) because she herself is 
confident to get back in shape. 'm ready to count her preparations as another gold 


BONDAD 


By Musong R. Castillo 


ALIS well that ends well. 

"The National Golf Association of the. 
Philippines yesterday welcomed 
Frances Bondads change of hear and 
now expects her to qualify for the 
Southeast Asian Games team, 

The 16-year-old Australia based асе 
issued a public apology on Tuesday and 
the NGAP was more than wiling to 
take her back in, practically reserving а 


slot for her in the qualifying series slat- 
'ed next year once she has formally re- 
gained her Filipino citizenship. 

"Vie welcome her change of heart" 
said retired Navy vice admira Luisito 
Femandez, the NGAP secretary gener- 
al“We expect her to participate in the 
qualifying series as a Filipino," 

Inher apology Bondad said she 
would “love to represent the Philip- 
pinesin the SEA Games, wear the 
Philippine colors and win gold.” 


Meanwhile, in making sure that the, 
country is best represented inthe SEA 
Games, the NGAP has forwarded а 
“minimum cost, maximum gold" bud- 
get for training to the First Gentleman 
Sport Foundation, 

Femandez alo thanked the FG. 
Foundation which has pledged to fund 
the 14-month training ofboth the 
men's and ladies teams for the SEAG. 

Atotalof20 players have been 
placed in this program. 


madalin the basket," Go sad. Martes rose to fame in 1999 when she won the Cen- 
tra Luzon regional race of the National Міо Marathon in 30636. 


110 fights slated today at Roligon 

TWENTY new entries fling fve roosters each and 40 als fgura in 110 айт 
portant hs as the championship of the Тет аске Stag Festhal Sg 
Derby gets under way today tthe Roligon Mega Cockit First duel is setat 3 pin. 
Hosted by Rolly Ligon, in cooperation wih Thunderbird Baby Stag Booster and 
Thunderbird Stag Developer, e annual overt stakes a P1 milton guaranteed ras. 
There wi also be a big cash prize or the winner of the fastest Âl award. The Mas- 
bile нат of Wart Slasher champ Rey Briones leads the championship hopetuis 
wth two onies: CLG Enforcer (th Col Gara) and Showtime Masbate (with Bubot 


Tanguilig powers Pinoy riders’ hot chase 


RP-PACGOR'S Rhyan Tanguilig stuck to the 
lead pack like a leech to take third place Mon- 
day in Stage 7 of the Dji Sam Soe Tour of In- 
donesia, Keeping the Filipino riders within 
sight of their best team finish yet in а major 
overseas cycling event. 

‘The pride of Aritao, Nueva Vizcaya covered 
‘the 189.2-kilometer drive from Surabaya to 
Jember in four hours, 39 minutes and 30 sec- 


onds, just two bike-lengths behind Australian 
stage winner Edmund Hollands and Indone- 
sian runner-up Abdullah Fatahillah, who 
checked in with similar times of 4:39.26. 
Coupled with the 17th place finish of Lloyd 
Reynante and the 20th place of Bernard Lu- 
zon, who both logged 4:40.03 by coming in 
with the 45-man second bunch, the RP-Pageor 
Casino Filipino Trade squad wound up second 


in the lap to remain entrenched in fourth 
overall. 

With an overall time of 92:13.13, the Fil 
ipinos trailed Hong Kong by 1:10 minutes. 

Overcoming that deficit will be the main 
target in Tuesdays penultimate eighth stage 
from Jember to Banguwangi, where the Fi- 
ipino riders are expected to rely heavily on 
their climbing skills 


Боос). Meanwhile, Abraham Bernales, Mody "Porma" Almendras and Ting Capi- 
tan wil continue thei Cash Premyo series with a 3-stag derby on Oct. 16. 


Luzon breeders clash Oct. 12 

LUZONS toughest breeders wil resume their stag wars on Оа. 12 and 14 when 
the second leg of the Luzon Gamecock Brenders Association Inc. (LGBA) 7-Stag 
Derby иок at the Araneta Coliseum. A bonus of P100,000 wil be added tothe 
cash prize at take Ent е В опу P7 000 with a minimum bet ot P5,500. Parici- 
pants must submit өте on Monday, Oct. 11. from 2 pm. to 9 p.m. atthe Araneta 
{ren gate and may call the LGBA ofice at 926-7808, 824-5072, and 924-5051 
(ос 128) or 09208851940. Jong Morales ruled the fyrst LGBA derby last week ater 
fis bet posted 6.5 points. The fial leg wil be held at the Roligon Mega Cockpiton 
Фа. 25 and 27. The derby is sponsored у Абун nc, Thunderbird, Robcham Lab- 
oratories, Excalence Gamal Specs, Lakpue Drug Inc. and Май Corp. 


THESE are desperate times crying for 
urgent solutions, both in sports and na- 
tional life. 

‘The stats—5 percent of Pinoy house- 
holds missing their meals—is fearsome 
enough, 
|| But one look and you sense that there 
Fare many more hungry people around, а 

whole lot more numerous than what statis- 
ticans claim. 

‘You could read deep despair in the faces 
of our gaunt countrymen. 

Well the President herself doesnt seem 
armed with a readily workable solution, 
while prices of both food and fuel soar. 

Maybe she could ask hungry people to 
sleep early, to cut down their misery? 

Anyway, invention, so says one Viet- 
mamese sage, isthe child of necessity 

їп order to win а gold medal in the 
Olympics drastic changes must be made in 
ошгзропз set-up, otherwise we would con- 
tinue to dream an impossible dream. 


Thats from reader Isabelo Laurel- 


Miracle men and desperation shots 


Filomeno of San Lucas, Kapisnon, Kauswa- 
gan, Cagayan de Oro City 

“in boxing, officials should work extra 
hard по allow professionals in the 


Olympics" ће wrote, "If pros in baseball, 
basketball and other events are allowed, 
why not in boxing? Ies our best hope to 

He brought up the case of Cuba: 

“How come Cubans continue to domi- 
nate boxing in the Olympics? es because 
pro boxing is banned ín their country Their. 
amateur boxers make ita lifetime career A 
Cuban boxer therefore knows the amateur. 
rules by the book; he knows through years 
‘of training when to change tactics. Its one 
asset our boxers do not have. Thats the big 
difference" 

"Thank you, Siz Foryour information, the 
‘Amateur Boxing Association of the Philip- 
pines has decided to reacquire Cuban 
coaching for is next intemational stint. 

‘Call thata desperate try but, at least, un- 
ie the national government, the ABAP ap- 


Bare EYE Aes 


a 
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pears ready with a solution to its grave 
problem. 

"This could also be the case with First 
Gentleman Mike Arroyo who had pushed 
fora politician, Jose"Peping" Cojuangco, as 
ihe next president of the Philippine 
Olympic Committee. 

"We had noted that Mr Arroyo's position 
‘could be both hysterical and absurd. 

But there are other sectors, mainly 
among traditional boot lickers that contin- 
‘ue to insist Cojuangco, a grizzled politician, 
could be the miracle man who ean save RP 
spon from ultimate doom. 

‘At best the First Gentleman's endorse- 
ment of Cojuangco was a desperation shot. 


Of course, you're also aware that theim- 
possible happens, lost games are suddenly 
won on mirade tries. 

їп fact, Cojuangco was quick to assure 
that he, indeed, could be what RP sports 
had needed all these fruitless years. 

‘Remember how he recently presented a 
win-win spons menu during an exclusive 
interview with the Ingumais Mare Anthony 
Reyes? 

His avowed program has clearly helped 
prop up Cojuangco‘ bid for ће РОС presi- 
‘dency, as he continues to lead incumbent 
‘Celso Dayrit in unofficial surveys. 

‘Cojuangco, the way he has positioned 
himself forthe top POC post, did not seem 
like he would need miracles in pushing for 
fruitful reforms in RP роп». 

Remember how Cojuangco readily of- 
fered what had smelled like a sweet win- 
ning centerpiece dish days after he had 
agreed to run forthe POC presidency? 


Yes, he ticked off a monumental devel- 
‘opmental program, anchored on the estab: 


lishment of national sports training center. 
in Clark Feld, Pampanga 

ОГ course, similarly notable was his of 
fered plan to sell the Rizal Memorial Spons 
Complex and spend the proceeds for the 
national taining center. 

"The Cojuangco plan, ас last count, defi- 
nitely could not take of the ground. 

‘Why? Because, muchas he would likeit, 
he could not sell the Rizal Memorial Spots 
Complex, which originally belonged о the 
City of Manila and was, at last count, in the 
process of being reclaimed by Mayor Lito 
Atienza and his Council. 

Listen, The big problem here is that Co- 
juangco has not offered an alternate solu- 
tion, a new source of funds, after his planto 
sell the RMSC was shot down, 

Yes, theres the danger of Cojuangco 
winning the POC presidential bate on ; 
duds. 

His desperation shot was an air ball, ka- 
pus. j^ 

But then, whats he a Mike Arroyo minis 
de manfo? 3 
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Pippen, Jordan’s sidekick, retires 


DEERFIELD, Ilinois—Scottie Pippen, 
who teamed with Michael Jordan to 
form a tandem that drove the Chicago 
Bulls to six NBA titles in the 1990s, is 
expected to retire after 17 seasons, an 
NBA source said. 

‘The source, speaking on the condition 
‘of anonymity said Pippen is scheduled to 
‘make the announcement Tuesday on the 
Balle frst day of training camp practice. 
‘The team held its media day Monday and 


Pippen was not present. 
is agent, Jimmy Sexton, did not im- 
mediately return a call for comment 
Monday. 
Pippen was brought back last season 
to give leadership and experience to a 
young Bulls team, but he had knee 
Surgery in December and played in only 
23 games as the Bulls went 23-59. it 
‘was the first time in his career the sev- 
entime All-Star missed the playoffs 


Pippen, 39, was voted one of the 
NBAS 50 greatest players. He is known 
for his all-around play, especially his 
Tong-armed defense against some of the. 
league's best scorers. 

Fie was traded to Houston in 1999 af- 
ter the lockout, played опе season with 
the Rockets and then spent four years in. 
Portland. He signed a two-year, $10- 
million deal to return to Chicago in the 
‘offseason and averaged 5.9 points. 


“Iwould have liked an opportunity to 
coach him because 1 liked having Scot- 
tie around last year,” Bulls coach Scott 
Skiles said Monday. 

“The few days he did practice and 
play in games he kind of took it to an- 
other level and set a good example. On- 
ly a certain player сап decide when it's 
time to hang it up. A lay down Hall of 
Famer. Of course you'd like to have him 
around, buthe'snotabletogo.” АР 


Lakers now Kobe’s team 


erson vows to behave 


nia—Kobe Bryant is a 
free man—and the Los 
Angeles Lakers are his team. 
Shaquille O'Neal, Derek Fish- 
er, Gary Payton and Karl Mal- 
one are gone, leaving Bryant 
ås Showtime's lone superstar. 
“This is my team to lead,” Bryant said 


Monday, а day before the Lakers open | 


‘raining camp in San Diego. “Shag was 
the focal point ofthe team. Now its differ- 
ent. Guys are looking to me for leader- 
ship, soit important that establish what 
type ofteam we're going tobe.” 


Bryant got a jump on that by phoning * 


each of his teammates, a group including 
nine new players, during the summer 
Most of the team has been working out to- 
gether informally for the ast Few weeks. 


Attention drawers 

Bryant wasnt the only player drawing 
attention around the NBA. 

Vince Carter arrived in Toronto, and 
Payton showed up with his new team 
ihe Boston Celtis ending questions 
whether they would report to their clubs 

n time. 
> Payton was acquired in an offseason 
Bade with the Lakers and wasn't happy 
aboutit, 

"The 36-year-old guard didn't want to 
play in Boston or move his family from the 


West Drive hosts start 


SURROUNDED by new players like Lamar Odom (right, bottom photo), Kobe 
Bryantis now the main man of the Los Angeles Lakers, and the main target of 


former teammate Shaquille O'Neal's ire. 


West Coast. He missed an Aug. 13 dead- 

line for his physical, but he didnt let 

that keep him from reporting for 

i, the opening of camp in Ver- 
mont. 

Сапег asked during 
the summer tobe trad- 
ей but the Raptors are 
hoping the All-Star 

guard changes his mind. 

“I have a job to do. fm 

coming here to play and 
win for whatever it says on 
my jersey" said Carter, who 
will eam $12 million this sea- 
son. “it says Toronto Raptors, 


well then Tri going to perform for the 
Toronto Raptors.” 


Better leader 

In Philadelphia, Alen Iverson declared, 
Monday that he is 100 percent and 
promised to be a better leader and team- 
тше. 

Calling last year “the worst season of 
my career by faz? Iverson came to wrain- 
ing camp Monday with a positive attitude 
and said he would have no problems 
ting along with new Philadelphia 76ers 
coach Jim OBrien. 

Iverson was more of a distraction than 
a conmributor on last year’s team that went 


33-49 and missed the playoffs for the first 
time since the 1997-98 season, Не 
clashed with interim coach Chris Ford and 
watched some games from a luxury box 
or the locker room, Ве stayed at ай, in- 
stead of on the bench with his team- 
тше. 


Untarnished 

Bryant is beginning this season with his 
focus squarely on basketball and not the 
felony sexual assault case that shadowed 
him throughout the past year. 

His off court troubles haven't tarmished 
him in the eyes of new teammate Lamar 
Odom, whos known Bryant for eight 


years. 

“Nothing has changed. He'sa good рег. 
son,” said Odom, who came from Miami 
in the O'Neal trade after starting his NBA 
career with the Clippers. 

‘The charge against Bryant was dis- 
missed last month at his accuser request, 
but he stil faces а civil lawsuit filed in 
Denverby the woman, 

He didn't discuss the case Monday ог 
the documents that have been released, 
including an allegation by Bryant that 
O'Neal paid upto $1 million in hush mon- 
еу to various women to keep quiet about. 
situations like the one Bryant got imo. 


Verbal sparring 

Neal dismissed the allegation as 
“ridiculous” and took a shot at Bryant by 
saying, “Ti not the one buying love^—an 
‘apparent reference to an expensive ring 
that Bryant bought his wife after he was 
charged. 

Asked И the verbal sparring between 
the superstars was over, Bryant said, "Tm. 
not verbal sparring a all. Ive moved on.” 

Bryant and O'Neal will meet on the 
‘court in a Christmas Day game at Staples 
Center, their frst matchup since O'Neal 
was traded. The remaining 1,000 tickets 
for the game sold out in 5 minutes on 
Monday. 

Asked if he was disappointed by 
O'Neal's remarks during the summer, 
Bryant said, “I дол! think about it, I don't 
focus on that. When the Lakers face the 
Heat, then welltalkabout that.” АР 


of Platinum Cup elims 


THE WEST Drive Badminton 
Club in Pasig plays host го the 
first area eliminations ofthe first 
National Inter-Club Platinum 
Сир presented by Globe Platinum 
and the IvguiRe® BADMINTON this 
weekend (Oct. 9-10) with 14 
teams participating 

‘Atstake in the tourney dubbed 
asthe country’s first ever Battle of 
the Courts are the first two slots 
tothe grand finals scheduled Nov. 
20-21 at the Market! Market! at 
Fort Bonifacio. 

Competing are Badminton 
Buddies, Badminton Galaxy, Bad- 
minton Gold, Feather Alley Bad- 
minton Center, Greenpark Bad- 
minton Center, Märikina Bad. 
minton Center, Old Market Bad- 
minton Center, Player's Best Bad- 
minton Camp, Shuttle's Best CS, 
Shuttles” Best River Banks, 
Smashers Badminton Center 
Valle Verde, Муат and West 
Drive. 

The major sponsors for the 
tourney are Philippine Airlines, 
Mizuno and L Timestudio. Nestlé 
ìs the official drink sponsor and 
Gerflor Taraflex the official mat 
sponsor. 

With’ Philippine Airlines pro- 


viding 20,000 Mabuhay Miles 
credit to all the members of the 
winning team, the overall cham- 
pion will be sent to Bangkok, 
Thailand, for a holiday. Also to be 
given away as tournament and 
табе prizes are top-of-the-line 
items from Mizuno and premium 
watches from L Timestudio, the 
popular watch store. 

Hostilities kick off after the 
8:30 a.m. registration and sim- 
ple opening ceremonies. Teams 
will be divided into two and play 
а round-robin format with the 
top clubs per group advancing 
to the crossover semis. Winners 
assure themselves of the two 
slots but will still play for the 
area title. 

From West Drive, the elimina- 
tions proceed to the Olivarez Col 
lege Sports Complex on Oct. 16- 
17 for the South area which has 
18 teams, then to The Zone and 
Yonex on Oct. 23-24 for the Cen- 
tral area with 14 teams and the 
‘Olympic Badminton Club on Oct. 
30-31 for the North area with 18 
teams. 

For inquiries, сай the Inqutnen 
Визиктом office at 8978808 lo- 
cals 259 or 261, look for Ching. 


seed Miguel Narvaez scored big wins yesterday 
to carry the Philippines in the boys singles of 
the Phinma Group Futures Foundation Inter- 
national Tennis Federation (ITF) Juniors Cir- 
coitat the Ynares Socio Cultural Sports Center. 
Dandan, who with Ralph Kevin Barte 

reached the doubles finals last week, survived 
Korean qualifier Cho Soong Jae, 75, 7-6 (3), to 
advance to the quarterfinals against Taiwanese 


Chang Chien-yuan, who beat Australian An- 
drew Thomas, 6-4, 36,63, 

Narvaez prevailed over Japanese Toshiya 
Suzuki, 6-4, 46, 6-4, to set up a meeting with 
Korean qualifier Hong Hwi Jin, who eliminated 
Taiwanese Chang Chien-yuan, 62, 62. 

"Top seed Taiwanese Chang Huai-en out- 
dassed Korean Park Soon Seong, 62, 62,10 
advance against Malaysian Razlan Rawi, who 
beat Ronald Chow of Hong Kong, 62, 7-6 (1). 


Cool Els earns shot at No.1 
after World Golf triumph 


‘THOMASTOWN, Ireland—Erie Els is famil- 
iar with his position in the world ranking, but 
not he scenery. 

He no longer s looking up at Tiger Woods. 

“Yeah, is nce,” the Big Easy said after win- 
ning the American Express Championship. “But 
TmmsillNo.27 

Maybe not for k 

ЕБ managed to pick himself up from a heart- 
breaking season of majors by winning his fist 
World Golf Championship title Sunday to move. 
ahead of Woods in the world ranking, leaving 
bim only 1.66 points behind No.1 Vijay Singh. 

Woods headed for the Caribbean amid reports 
һе was getting married and wil play only three 


тоге toumaments the rest of the year, one of 
them in Japan where the world ranking points 
will nor be as great since he no longer is No. 1. 

Ев and Singh probably will face each other 
four more times this year. 

“They are very close fiends, having joined the. 
PGA Tour one year apart. But while ЕВ concedes 
Singh is having the best year in golf, the nextstep 
to No. 1 doesn’ seem as daunting. 

For one, Woods built an enormous lead dur- 
ing his five-year reign, courtesy of winning seven 
ош of 11 majors over four seasons. And that also 
came with a mystique that no longer exists. 

Still, that won't make the climb to No, 1 any 
easier. 


PIPPEN: Off to sunset 


Pumaren 
undecided 
on PBL job 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


THE NEW Philippine Basketball League season 
is less than three weeks away, but coach Franz 
Pumaren remains uncertain if he will lead the 
ICTSI-La Salle team for one last time. 

“Right now, Pm stil undecided, really need a 
break. Tve been working really hard for the past 
mine months and I had no time to unwind,” said 
Pumaren, who received the Coach of the Year 
‘Award from the UAAP Press Comps yesterday at 
the Manila Pavilion. 

‘Pumaren, who recently steered the Archers to 
their fifth championship in seven years, shared 
the citation with his brother, Dindo. 

The fistoyear coach of the University of the 
East also surpassed expectations when he piloted 
the rookie laden squad to the Final Four 

But while Dindo is looking forward to lead the 
UE Warriors for another year, Franz announced 
his final season for La Salle ended after the 
‘Archers’ victory in the deciding Game 3 of the Fi 
nals last Thursday. 

1 respect his decision. Butts an advantage for 
me. I now have three consultants (along with his 
father Pilo and brother Derek),” Dindo said in jest. 

Dindo, also La Salle alumnus, said he's not 

interested in taking on Franzs position. 

“Thavea three-year contract with UEand weve 
already set a basketball program for the team. 
And what Franz did was difficult, There's great 
pressure on whoever wil replace him," he said. 


Dandan, Narvaez lift locals’ hopes 


THIRD seed Kyle Joshua Dandan and fourth 


No. 2 Tuwanese Lien Chin-chu cobbered 
Malaysian Yeo Sinag Hak 6-1, 62, to forgea 
‘quarerfnal duel with Korean qualifier Kim 
Sung Ho. 

Tn gil singles, top seed Korean Chin Seul Ki 
blasted Taiwanese Wang Chieh ju, 60,60, and 
second seed Flipino German Anja Vanessa Pe- 
ter demolished local Melissa Oneza, 6-2, 6010 
lead the quarterfinalists in this event sanctioned 
by the Asian Tennis Federation: 


ERNIE Els is eyeing a bigger title, one 
currently held by Vijay Singh. 


NBA Фирм 


28 - Points, was Tracy MeGrady's leagu 
leading scoring average. ТМАС now 
plays for the Houston Rockets with Y 
Ming, It's the Basketball New Year. The 
game starts November 3, 


paste Teac иок, THURS, à SUN. AM LIVE 
|New YEAR 
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DAYS TO GO TUES, & WED. 


na 


LUCENA City—The Quezon Сосо 
Huskers make their home debut 
against Harbour Centre-Pampanga 
at 6 p.m. today, hopeful that the 
friendly confines of the Quezon 
Convention Center would give 
them the lift in the First United Re- 
gional Basketball League (URBL) 
conference. 

Huskers coach Francis Rodriguez, 
however, is worried after losing start- 
ing forward Mel Latoreno, who was 
recruited to join the national team. 

“Mel is important in my rotation,” 
said Rodriguez. "But 1 cannot stop 
him because 1 know that it is every 
player's goal to serve the country.” 

The 6-foot-4 Latoreno averaged 
11.0 points in the Huskers’ first two 
losses in the community-based league 
supported by adidas and Lactovitale. 

Rodriguez steered the Philippines to 
the men's basketball gold medal atthe 
1991 Manila Southeast Asian Games. 


MIKE Tuason of Tuason Racing Ad- 
dict Mobile and Maico Angeles of 
Primus Каседеу try to fortify their 
title bids as the 2004 PCSO-Shell 
Superkarting Series shifts action at 
Boom Na Boom Kart Track inside 
the CCP Complex. 

Tuason wants another triumph to 
further strengthen his bid in the For- 
mula Rotax Max Expert division 
where he currently holds a total of 
| 342 points, well ahead of Tim Gos- 

nel (257 points) and Archie Rubio 


Kailan: 


‘STANDINGS м 1) rhe i URBE Commissioner Ra- 

M.LhuilierCebuCty 3 0 mon Femandez was elated that this early 

1. Harbour Centre 1 1 | the league has achieved its goal of help- 
y locos Sur Snipers 111 ingpiayers reach the next level of play 

| Lactovitale-Cebu Prov 1 2 уе have played only six games 

Олот CocoHuslers 02 | and now we have a player that was 

1. GAMETODAY (Demm Gen Ctr) | recruited to play for the national 

6pm Quezon Coco Набат | team. The URBL is always ready to 

‘vs Harbour Cantre-Pampanga make its players available,” said Fer- 


nandez 
He also coached the Philippine team to 
the 2002 Jones Cupin Taiwan. 

Latoreno’s legacy in URBL annals is 
making the league's first two points in. 
the Huskers’ 82-77 setback to the Lac- 
tovitale-Cebu Province Probiotics on 
Sept. 25. 

Sans Latoreno, Arnold Booker, Jo- 
mar Tierra and Buboy Rodriguez will 
have to score more while 6-foot-6 
Jovy Sese, 6-9 Vincent San Diego and 
6.5 Gilbert Tenorio have to pound the 
boards with intensity for the Huskers 


Duyag and Alex Bognot. 


Oct. 11. 


of Bosch-Intelco (181). 
Angeles, on the other hand, 
hopes to pad his 358 point total in 
the Rotax Max Novice class against. 
closest. pursuer Daniel Cleak of 
Bosch-Intelco who has 324 points. 
Strong showings by Tuason and. 
Angeles will make them virtual 
champions in this event sanc- 
ей by the Automobile Associa- 
tior of the Philippines and spon- 
sored by the Pilipinas Shell 
Petroleum Corporation, Philip- 


Iridium Power. 


Sy Oliver Yao and Othmar. 


% 


Z: OVERSE. 


October 11 & 12, 2004 


Saon: Starmall, Las Piñas 


Ө 
Ёхро 


смо games, will be powered by team 
captain Ariel Garcia, VJ Santos, Pet 


Billy Bansil and Rey Mendoza ex- 
celled on the defensive end for coach 
Alex Gonzales, who'll have his hands 
full matching wits with Rodriguez. 
Todays games mark the first of 
back-to-back home games for the 
Huskers. It will be the turn of the По- 
соз Sur Snipers to visit Lucena City on 


| Tuason, Angeles try to boost title bid 


pine Charity Sweepstakes Office 
through Hon. Rosario Uriarte, 
Comglasco Aguila Glass, Bridge- 
stone, Aviva Insurance, Eastway 
Motorcycle Racing and Denso 


Tuason’s other challengers are 
Marcel Thenu (162 points) and Lee 
Bumgarner of M&M Racing (158), 
Tom Stockinger Manny Sy of 
Primus Racedevils, JP Carino of 
Bosch-Inteleo, Ricardo Loi, Tyson 


Stutz. 
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Coco Huskers make 


Я of Fujian-China and the National Athletic Associ 
Harbour Centre, which splitits frst Universities (Naascu) selection ushering the 2nd National Women's Invitational Basketball 
‘Championship at the Rizal Memorial Coliseum. Cojuango is joined by (from left) Peter Ty of 
‘Motorstar-Fujian, Picaa president Alvin Та Lian, Mayor Chen Yi of Fjian-Nanan Cit 

president Dr. ay Adalem, lawyer Ernesto Delos Santos, RP women team manager Jimmy 


‘Chan Cuan and BAP EVP Christian Tan. 


THE PHILIPPINE women's team notched its 
second runaway victory yesterday, a 129-20 
demolition of the Batangas State University, 
to grab the lead in the 2nd National Women's 
Invitational Championship at the Rizal Coli- 
seum. 

Quick, strong and skillful, the RP cage- 
belles were simply awesome against the 
Philippine Schools, Colleges, Universities 
Athletic Association (PSCUAA) selection, 
which struggled throughout due to the play- 
ers unfamiliarity with one another's moves. 

The result was a nasty 50-2 first quarter ex- 
plosion by the Nationals, who slowed down a 
bitin the second quarter but still posted a 70- 
2 halftime margin in this weeklong tourna- 
ment backed by the Philippine Charity 
‘Sweepstakes Office, Bestank, Burlington, 
Baker's Fair, YKL Color, Absolute Distilled Wa- 
ter, Healthy Options, Fuji Films and Motor 
Star Motor Cycle. 

The RP women's team, fresh from a stint in 


эй тай dae 


Te. No. 728.6150 


METROPOLI 
iasan | 


Tel. No. 8504285. 
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of Schools, Colleges and 


Naascu 


Filipinas post 2nd straight 
rout in Invitational caging 


the Southeast Asia Basketball Association 
(Seaba) Women's Championship in Singa- 
pore, routed Colleges and Universities Sports 
Association champion Philippine Maritime 
Institute, 114-32, 0n Sunday. 

"The redi test will be the visitors from Fu- 
Jian, China,” said national team coach Bai 
Cristobal. "Yun ang pinaghahandaan namin 
talaga.” 

Cristobal was referring to the Motor Star 
Motor Cycle Team of Fujian, which debuted 
with a 98-57 blasting of a selection from the 
National Athletic Association of Sports, Col- 
leges and Universities (Naascu). 

"The Chinese are looking for a share of the 
lead with the RP women's team in their game. 
against the PMI cagebelles at presstime. 

Leading the assault for the RP cagebelles 
was power forward Minerva Narciza, who 
banged away 23 markers, including’ eight 
straight in a 26-0 first quarter run that gave 
the Nationals a 34-2 lead. 


Women 
booters 
bow out 
of semis 


THE PHILIPPINE 
womens _ football 
team bowed to Viet- 
mam, 5-0, Monday 
and ‘crashed out of 
the semifinals in the 
Asean Football Feder- 
ation (AFF) Women's 
Championship in Ho 
Chi Minh City, Viet- 


Inquirer Classifieds Ads 
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Makati 
Quezon City 
Mandaluyong 
Manila 


LI NQUIRE 


2:00 PM to 3:00 PM 


3:00 PM to 4:00 PM 


Activities on October 11, 2004 


branches: 


897-8808 loc. 514 /516 

811-4361 / 811-4370 5 - 
912-9008 to 10 
635-0219 / 637-2008 
527-3342 | 522-4406 
Prorinco 22 8978808 loc. 243 
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- Nursing Employment opportunities in the US 
by Ms. Rachelle Garcia, MD 
President of NIR Placement Center, Inc. 


- Communication on Employment 
by Mr. Joseph Reynolds 


а —— - - = 
Para sa mga interesadong pupunta, magdala lamang ng maraming kopya 
ng resumes. Kung may tanong, maari kayong tumawag sa mga susunod 


Managing Consultant of Reynolds Review Institute, Inc. 


ng 


When screenwriters Jennifer 
Наско and Mark Levin came 
up with the idea of a love story 
set amidst the world of profes- 
sional tennis, Erice Fellner, pío- 
ducer and WORKING TILE 
FILMS co-founder was at once 
intrigued and snapped up the 
у. “ We loved the idea," says 
y in which the 
asof Kirsten Dunst and 
Paul Bettany were set up, the 
fact that it was an “underdog” 
туре of story and the idea of 
professional tennis serving asa 
backdrop tor this love story, it 
had all the ingredients to make. 
a great film. It provided us a 
‘other oportunity to tell an i 
leresting story in an appealing, 
way. 
“Whether you love tennis ог 


now th 


time? 


WIMBLEDON: 
The underdog story we 
just always love to see. 


entertain audiences," says pro- 
ducer Liza Chasin, herself an 


but they love itarhen the un- 
derdog just might end up with 
the girl too.” 
Wimbledon is ab 
rising star tennis pla 
Colt (Bettany), who never rose 
to the top. And just as he was 
announcing his retirement 
from tennis, he's about to meet, 
the girl (Dunst) whoshows him 
what it takes to win. Suddenly, 
the guy everyone counted out, 


ing about. But can he have the 
trophy and the gidat the same 


mam. 

Earlier, Singapore 
defeated’ Indonesia, 
1-0, to pave the way 
for the crucial match 
between the Philip 
pines and the hosts. 
"The Nationals need- 
ed a draw or a victo- 
ту to advance in the 
tournament, but the 
Vietnamese superi- 
огу came to the 
fore. The hosts 
poured four goals in 
the first 45 minutes 
and then thwarted 
the Filipinas’ repeat- 
ed attacks in the sec- 
ond half. 

Their second loss 
in three games put 
the Filipinas in a 
triple tie with the In- 
dons and the Singa- 
poreans. The Indons 


“ш 
wae ent doemt nate, | ATENCO 
because this з а story that will league 


E THE — UNIVERSITY 

avid player. "Not only do 

Ae rea uses vods А 
dao? | Ateneo de Manila 


University is inviting 
all alumni, students, 
and employees of 
Ateneo schools and 
all non-Ateneo Jesuit 
schools to join the 
2005 season of the 
‘Ateneo — Basketball 
League (ABL). 

Interested ` teams 
must submit their 
rosters on or before 
Oct, 29: 

For. information, 
.| call Chiqui Patemo 
(09175337778) ог 
‘(Vannie - Vallenie) 
6353257. 


i once. 
Peter 


say everyone is talk- 
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Without... 


From page A39 


magazine offers itself as а portal of relevant 
information for Filipinos abroad and their Feedback 


this month. 


families here. It airs locally on cable TV's 
SHANG CINEPLEX 
o SHARK TALE [3] OPEN WATER 


WIMBLEDON PUNISHER 
Кетет [+ 


‘SHARK TALE 


‘SHARK TALE 
‘THEPUNISHER 1100, 110,320,820 


1135, 220,500, 40.1018 
ШЕ 


nine es SCREENING TME SUBJECT ТО CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE. 
ns tre cai. OAL PE ERLE ын лиң NET MRA TZU 
нав 


Prime Channel (99), and ABS-CBN's The Fil- 
ipino Channel. OPTV starts its fifth season 


"Please come out with reviews of movies 
and live performances more often. With 
the money situation so tight, we have to be. 
more judicious about the entertainment 
ме pay for, so we need your good ad- 


From Vince А. Sarabia of Mandaluyong: vice..." 


NOW SHOWING 


коль асия DENT зи DON пока М 
лек ТИЕ ЖО ши Иод A SC ra. 
Distributed by Buena Vista International thru Columbia Pictures | 


.. ENTERTAINMENT...” 


"2 Thumbs Up!" - Ebert & Roeper 


Marvel's Unstoppable Vigilante Strikes! 


2ND ‘MIND-BLOWING SUSPENSE’ WEEK! 


REVENGE BEGINS TODAY ! 


ROW SHOWING 


TEAS ETRE РОЛ ҮЗ YEARS OF AGE AND UP 
ж» FLASH м FLABH ж FLASH жж 


JOVOVICH 


ee The beginning 


\ the end. 


MIRCS p R-13 | STRICTLY FOR 15 YEARS OLD AND UP 


a РВ ТОМ JANE JOHN TRAVOLTA 


Distributed by 17 COLUMBIA PICTURES 


. . EVERY HERO 
HAS A DESTINY. 


JOHN TRAVOLTA 
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the beauties around and creativity editing, Workshops in act- 5971 ог’ email tives working abroad Г МА РЕС ЕЕ = 

the world atthe beau- sound production, sell- ing, — documentary should watch “OPTV: плана А и ЕМ ЈЕ] 
ty pageant are exude ing a movie, and pro- making and anima- ү, Pinoy Tele- 
with confidence. ducion management tion will ако be 'OPTV' iion" The tele- 

(Ay,areexudel) andasssumtdiecion. available. Call 426- 

Host: What hap- 
pened after the false. 
Teports were aired 
that you died? 

Guest: All of our 
concerned friends, 
they barged us with 
phone cals 

(One mans bar- 
rage is another man's 
barge...) 


Host: How do you 
feel about your new 
co-host? Do you 
think you can work 
well together? 
Guest: No prob: 
lem, Г can easily got 
along with him. 
(The question is, 
can he figure out 
what you're saying?) 
Host: Your friend 
has been accused of 
molesting some male 
models before a pic- 
torial. How can you 
defend him? 
Guest: You just 


Starving the 
have to undersiand. [^ 
Siempre „bading, hn Sma 
pahipo-hipo- pero Will Smith 
wala naman siyang Renée Zellweger 
bad intention! Jack Black 


Robert Deniro, + 
Angelina оне £z 

Marlin Scorsese = 
documentary, 


| Shar 
“fahrenheit 9/11" Where will you go 


has started its run on What will you do? 
the local film circuit, be - E и 

Itis the most popular Who will save you? 
documentary to date, р А 

earning more tham 

5110 million at the 
boxoffice. 

The controversial 
production has itsad 
mirers and critics. Lo- 
cal viewers now have 
the chance to see the 
томе and make up 
their own minds 


(No comment) 

Host Whatkind of | 
fashions are уой spe- 
cializng in? 

Guest: Asa design- 
en 1 specialize in 
swimmer. 

(Ano daw? Swim- 
mer? Oh, 
swimwear!) 


‘Fahrenheit 9/11” 
Michael Moores 


Wwrw.openwatermovie.com. LGF 


WES OPENS TODAY! 


OPENS TODAY 


To become a champion is great. But giving it up for 


ENTERTAINMENT GUIDE 
"ALEMALL CINEPLEX 
fa SHARK TALE 


S210 pm2:0pm 633 ут E40 pw BSS ра 


а FENG SHUI 


soe 4 Ea trek зеца 
Ded. uu BSE NIE someone you love is the greatest. Kaya nyo ba yun? 


Communications Cre- 
ative Technologies 
Center will hold its first 


6 8 OPEN WATER 


ur 


mmm 


digital flm workshops, | 7 THE PUNISHER 
Nox 8 to March 5 next Тори Чори 120 go $00 gs 
year. The new fim- ARANETA COLISEUM 


makers will be making KIRSTEN 
digital films that are is- 
sue-oriented yet com- 
mercially viable. 
Courses are in 
scriptwriting, lighting 
and videography, film 
theory. directing, pro- 
duction design and art 
direction, storyboard- 


ing, conceprualization 


‘Oct 6 GNEBRA vs PUREFOODS 7:2 pm. 
сав |ва маше aco PUND CONCERT 
Oct 9 -| ALICIA KEYS 204 WORLD TOUR 
Oct 10 | GINEBRA vs STA LUCIA 6:30pm 
Oct 13 | SANAIGUEL vs GNEBRA 7:20 pm 
Oct 16 JASMINETRIAS CONCERT _ 
Dec 11 | JULIO IGLESIAS CONCERT 
Dec 25 DISNEY OR ICE: Princess Classics 
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ор 
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By Nini Valera. 


СТОК Paquito Diaz 
в rushed to the hospi- 
tal last week after suf- 

fering a stroke due to high 

blood pressure. He had 
surgery to remove a blood dot 


PAQUITO Diaz in the brain, according to reports. 


Diaz, who had just finished 
shooting the sex comedy “Shut 
Up, I-memorize Mo," is reported- 
ly confined at the acute stroke 
unit of The Medical City in Pasig 


City. 
But Diaz's 


an actor, refuse 
about his father's condition, say- 


ing he did not want the publicity. 
"shut Up" director Vic Belaro 
confirmed that Diaz was in the hos- 
pital. “Tm saddened that this hap- 
е of my stars,” Belaro 
ipino on the phone. "I 
haven't visited him." 
“He was very healthy when we 
shot the movie,” said bold actress 


son Јоко Diaz, also 
to discuss details 


Without further adieu, illegal procession of 
firearms and other boob-tube booboos 


HOST: We have an exciting show for you 
tonight! 
Co-host: Yes, with а very special guest 
who's always in the news these days! 
Host: Thar’ right. So, will you do the hon- 
ors of introducing our special guest? 
Co-host: 
adieu! 
(And, baboo to you, too!) 


Host: What happened to turn the tide 
around in the Middle East? 

Guest: Just when the situation was deterio- 
rating and leading to the threat of war, 
umapela ang mga turkey sa United Nations! 

(Gobble, gobble—we protest!) 


ЗАБАВА 


Host: When you caught the alleged intrud- 
er with the gun, what case did you file against. 
him? 


Of coure—wihout further Nestor U, Torre 


VIEWFINDER 


ААА ААА 


ER 


MARKET! 


MARKET!) 


(Hey, that’ child labor!) 


$ | Host: What is your advice to our beauty 
queen who's now competing in an interna- 

tional pageant? 
Guest: She has to think positive! After all, all 


матнооттАза 


K^ SANA ALAS ALASASA SAGA AA 


WE enm in the finds 


cinemas/ cinemas! 


Босе Gio Gly 


CUSTOMER SERVICE HOTLINE : 886-7515 


Guest: Since there was no fatality, only ille- 
gal procession of firearms. 


SHARK TALE 


(Ay, lega] procession!) 


THE PUNISHER 


Host: How old were you when you became 


WIMBLEDON 


an orphan? 
Guest: My mother 


OPEN WATER 


(Uh, say that again, 


RESIDENT EVIL 


Host: What is the effect of the long 


FENG SHUI 


brownouts in your town? 


Jala} > |o|w|- 


THE BOURNE SUPREMACY 


“Guest: 105 terrible, everyone is affect- 
ed—the businesses, everyone! 

Host: Thats too bad. Nakakapasok pa ba 
ang mga bata sa trabaho? 


[A RARASARAAAS AMARAS AS AS ARAS ASA. 


_ Movies are subject to change without prior notice. 


Developed and managed by Ayela Land, Inc. Another retail innovation. 
ААА VIVES YS Y Y Y Y WO V Y vo ДА ЛАЛА ЛА ААА 


АДАМА vovv vovv ev 


Avv 


Miller 
the me 


л, Diaz's leading lady in 
"Shut Up." "He kept on joking.” 

The movie was completed in 
June but has not yet been released. 
id she last saw Diaz on 

last shooting day. 

А check with The Medical City 
showed no Paquito Diaz was regis- 
tered in the admission records. A 


Paquito Diaz suffered stroke, say director, co-star 


Hamni Mi 


woman who answered INoumtn 
Entertainment's call to the hospi- 
tals information counter said 
there was a patient named Fran- 
cisco Diaz registered in their 
records and the patient was in the 
hospitals acute stroke unit. 
Hospital personnel refused to 
confirm if that Diaz was the actor. 


A must see film for 


fast food lovers. 
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Rio planned ‘everything’ 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


RIO Diaz, who died Monday after a six-year 
battle with cancer, had planned everythi 
about her funeral, including how she would 
be buried and the song she wanted to be 
played on that day, according to her closest 
friends. 

“Rio laid everything out,” writer-director 
Тыз Manahan told Inouinen Entertainment 
last Monday. "She planned everything herself 
She wanted to be cremated. She also request- 
ed that instead of flowers, her friends could 
please bring bibles for the people of Negros." 

“Warrior is a Child is Rio's favorite, said 
talent manager Angeli Pangilinan-Valenciano, 
wife of singer Gary Valenciano who composed 
and sang the inspirational piece. “She even 
requested for a copy ofits music video." 

Tnguinen Entertainment also learned that 
during the San Francisco leg of Gary's 2002 
US tour, he and Rio met backstage. Rio re- 
‘quested Gary to sing "Warrior is а Child” on 
the day of her funeral, according toan eyewit- 
ness, ~ 

Rio was married to former Negros Occiden- 
tal Rep. Charlie Cojuangco. Rio was herself 
former vice mayor of Pontevedra town in Ne 
gros. The Cojuangcos have two children— 
Claudia, 9, and Jayme, 7. Ali, Rio's 21-year- 
‘ld son by former husband Hajji Alejandro, 
lives with his paternal grandmother. 

Rio succumbed to cancer last Sunday night 
(10:30 am, Monday, Manila time) while 
‘confined at Seaton Hospital in Daly City, Cali 
fornia, She was 45. 

Gary described Rio as a “dear, dear friend.” 
In a text message sent by Angeli to INguineR 
Entertainment last Monday, Gary said his day 
felt heavy" when he heard of Rio's death. He 
dedicated to Rio a song that talks about God's 
loveto His children. 


Gary’s song 

“There is a song that Ising during moments 
like this; said Gary. “Let me share it with you, 
please: 

“Now I think I know what He was trying to 
40,7 Now I think I know what He had put you 
through./ Now I think I see the picture of it all, 
the gold lined tapestry we knew as Your call./. 


“There were times when darkness shrouded 


paths of light yet you carried on not giving up 
the fight./ Thank you precious Lord,/ I can hear 


LEIGH in "Psycho" and in 2000 


Janet Leigh; 77 


LOS ANGELES—Janet Leigh, the wholesome 


You sigh, ‘cos through it all You made her the 
apple of your eye./ There was not a price to pay 
that was too dear There was not а cross that 
you gave up as severe/ and letting on your plans 
be His and not your own, you've traveled round 
the world but now you've found your home./ 


“Standing now before Him, as the angels 
gather round./ There you are in white, a holy 
wedding gown./ Radiant joy streams now from 
your face, as the Master says well done, You've 
Fust won that long hard race." 
"My friend Rio will forever be in my heart,” 
Gary V added. 
mora 
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Get a PLDT phone in 5 days 
or you get one month service free"! 
Sulit sa telebabad. 


And your highway to the internet. 
Kaya mag-PLDT ka na! 


Up to 57% pa ang matitipid sa installation fees, 
kaya now is the best time to subscribe to PLDT. 


e Post-paid Residential P1,200 (Save P799 or 40%) 
e Post-paid Business P1,500 (Save P2,000 or 57%) 


beauty whose shocking murder in the classic 
Alfred Hitchcock thriller "Psycho" was credit- 
ей with making generations of film fans think 
twice about stepping into a motel room show- 
er, has died at her Beverly Hills home, her 
daughter's publicist confirmed Monday. She 
was77. 

The actress’ husband, Robert Brandt, and 
her daughters, actresses Kelly Curtis and 
Jamie Lee Curtis, were at their mother’s side 
"when she died Sunday, said a spokesperson 
for Jamie Lee Curtis. 

"She died peacefully at home,” the spokes- 
person said. 

Leigh had suffered from vasculitis, an inflam- 
mation of the blood vessels, for the past year. 

The stunning blonde beauty enjoyed a 
long and distinguished career, appearing in 
such films as the 1962 political thriller “The 
Manchurian Candidate” and in Orson 
Welles’ 1958 film noir classic “Touch of 
Evil.” But she gained her most lasting fame 
in "Psycho" as the embezzling office worker 
who is stabbed to death in the shower by 
cross-dressing madman Anthony Perkins. 
‘The role earned her an Озсаг nomination as 
best supporting actress. 

Hitchcock compiled the shower sequence. 
їп 70-odd takes of two and three seconds 
each, for which Leigh spent seven days in the 
shower. Rumors circulated that she was nude, 
but she wore flesh-colored moleskin. 

Although tame by today's standards, the 
scene was shocking for the time for its bru- 
tality. . 

Leigh wrote in her 1995 book “Psycho: Be- 

hind the Scenes in the Classic Thriller" that 
the filming was easy until the last 20 seconds 
when she hed to express total horror as her 
character was being slashed to death. 

She often said she hadn't been able to 
take а shower since the movie. "It’s not a 
hype, not something 1 thought would be 
good for publicity" she insisted. “Honest to. 

gosh, its true." 
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Crema p) pn called. "I couldn't say 
noto hereven if had 
not done anything 
for TV since 1995. 
We've been friends 
since her Mutya ng 
Pilipinas days. she 
said ‘you have to do 
it, 1 know God will 
use you in this area" 
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Rio, who had been 
battling cancer since 
1998, had had sever- 
al remissions. The 
most encouraging 
was when she woke 
up from a 10-day co- 
ma early last year. 

Rio was Mutya ng 
Pilipinas in 1976. 
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DIET SWIMS 
INTO ‘MARINA’ 
Fresh from the box- 
office hit "Volta and 
the smash series 
“Sana'y Wala Nang 
Wakas,” Diether 


Ocampo joins the 
cast of ABS-CBN's 
top-rating teleserye 
"Marina." He plays 
theroleofthe 


Alejar), the king of 
the sea. "Marin. 
hisfourth TV job with 
frequent co-star 
Claudine Barretto, 
with whom he was 
also pairedin the 
movies “Dahil Mahal 
Na Mahal Kita,” 
“Mula sa Puso: The 


TIN Arnaldo 


Tin has a 
little of 
everything 


ТІМ ARNALDO knows 
she is not a Regine Ve- 
lasquez or a Viima 
Samos but she 
doesn't lose sleep over 
that. The "SOP" main- 

2 stay js happy with 
what she s. 

"I may not be the 
greatest, but 1 can 
act, 1 can sing,” she 
says. "I havea litte of 
everything. For that, 
Tm glad." 

Аз Yvette, the girl 
who made life miser- 
able for everybody in 
“Twin Heans,” Tin 
showed she could go 
beyond her goody- 
twoshoes-image. In 
her recent solo show 
at Calesa Bar, she 
proved she could bea 
sultry singer, 

“As 1 grow oldei, 1 
see things ina differ- 
ent light" she says." 
lean fom exper 
ence, especially neg- 
ative ones. 

“tm a simple, pri- 
vate person. Га 
rather keep а low 
profile.” 

Forin, itsenough 
that she leaves а 
mark in whatever 
role or assignment 
she gets. She does 
mot have to resort to 
controversy to get 
noticed. 

* get my strength 
from my mom,” Tin 
reveals. “Shes а 
strong person.” 

Оп Oct. 29 at the 
Dusit Hotel, people 
will see а Tin thats 
worlds apart from 
her trendy_persona 
on “SOP Gigsters.” 
‘They will see a more 
mature woman who 
draws strength from 
within herself. 
Hence, the show's ti- 
tle, "The Other Side 
of Me", 
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STOCK MARKET 


Shares close 0.99% lower 


SHARE prices 
| closed 0.99 percent 

lower yesterday ina 
technical correction — "* 
aftar the market rose to a 55- ~ 
‘month high on Monday and with н) 
Investors concerned thatrising se! 
Inflation could lead to higher in- uiswvmananamma' 68 
terest rates, dealers said. (See stock market report on Page) 

"The market failed to hold on its early gains but a continued rally in 
heavyweight Philippine Long Distance Telephone Co. (PLOT) limited 
losses. 


The Philippine Stock Exchange composite index shed 18.25 points to 


1,833.35 aftar trading between 1,829.84 and 1,865.64. 
Volume was 1.77 billon shares worth P1.24 billion after 1.54 billion 
shares worth P1.56 billion on Monday. 
The broader ail-shares index was down 10,87 points at 1,117.92. 
Losers outnumbered galners 48 to 34, with 45 stocks unchanged. 
The market opened 40 minutes late yesterday due to technical glitch- 
es 
The market Is correcting and s likely to remain п consolidation 
‘mode in the next session although the bullish sentiment remains In- 
tact,” said Gomer Tan of Regina Capital Development Corp. 
"Investors will naturally be tempted to cash in on those (recent 
sharp) gains and re-assess their positions before preparing for the next 
* wave of buying," said Mark Alan Canizares of Citiseconline.com. 
Inflation accelerated to 7.2 percent in September, pushing the infla- 
tion rate above the government target for the year as costs rose across 
the board, official figures showed yesterday. In August, inflation гап at 
6.8 percent 
Dealers sald the inflation figures raised concerns the central bank 
might have to increase interest rates but noted that strong export fig- 


ures for August may have helped steady nerves. Am MEC E ти ait le 
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By Abigail L. Ho 


AFTER some “haggling” with local oil firms, the Depart- 
ment of Energy was able to convince Pilipinas Shell 
Petroleum Corp., Caltex Philippines Inc. and Total (Philip- 
pines) Corp. to implement a diesel and kerosene price in- 
crease of only 35 centavos a liter instead of the originally 
planned 70-80 centavos a liter. 

Shell and Total implemented was the result of market research 
theif pump price increases at that the company conducted be- 
12:01 a.m. yesterday, while Cal- fore deciding on the adjustment. 
tex imposed its price hike at — "When we felt that the market 
12:01 p.m. can't accept the 70 centavos, we 

New oil player Flying V like- adjusted. les market forces at 
wise raised diesel and kerosene work,” he sald. “Before we an- 
prices by 35 centavos a literat6 nounced, we sensed the market, 
pm. yesterday. "Wed like to avoid a rollback as 

‘Shell general manager for ex- muchas possible.” . 
ternal affairs Roberto Kanapisaid Energy Secretary Vincent Perez 
in a telephone interview yester- said ina statement yesterday that 
day that the 35-centavo increase ће balance of 35-45 centavos a 


Gov't to increase 
LTO, LTFRB fees 


By Clarissa S. Batino of a new license would be raised 
to P450 from the current P240. 

"There is a draft department 
order. Once that is issued, we are 

iven 15 days before implement- 
ng it. T think the increase in fees 
could take effect within the yeaz” 
Lontoc said in an interview. 

Revenue reforms, according to 
transport officials, were being 
pushed to help the Macapagal ad- 
ministration keep its budget 
deficit at an estimated P197.8 
lion this year. 

The transportation depart- 
ment said it would deliver about 
P33 billion in revenue to the gov- 
ernment this year, up from P30 
billion in 2003. By 2005, the 
agency said it could contribute 
about P44 billion to state coffers. 

The LTO is one of the top earn- 
ing government agencies, collect- 


THE DEPARTMENT of Trans- 
portation and Communication 
has prepared a draft order calling 
fora huge increase in the fees and 
charges of the Land Transporta- 
tion Office and the Land Trans- 
portation Franchising and Regu- 
latory Board starting the fourth 
quarter ofthe year. 

LTO is planning to raise its fees 
and charges by an average of 170 
percent once the order is approved. 
This would allow the transport 
agency to increase its annual collec- 
tion by about P535 million, accord- 
ing to LTO chief Anneli Lonto. 

“The cost of a non-professional 
driver's license, for instance, 
‘would be raised to P600 from the 
current P180, representing a 233- 
percent increase once the бера 


sued, For professionals, the cost соут/ва 


ын 


ing fees from the issuance=of-+4-edueatonatand othar sociaisenices. 


liter would likely still be imposed, 
but at a later date, probably by 
next week. 

"After much haggling with the 
oll firms, we are pleased that they 
have remained sensitive to our 
appeal for a smaller and stag- 
gered price hike,” he said. 

"While agreeing to raise diesel 
and kerosene prices by only 35 
centavos а liter, he said the oil 
firms also gave their assurance 
that pump prices of unleaded 
gasoline would remain steady. 

‘Motorists could still be subject- 
ed to more price increases in the 
next few weeks as oil firms stil 
had some under-recoveries, Con- 
sumer and Oil Price Watch 
(СОРМ) chair Raul Concepcion 
said 

Under-recoveries represent in- 


ternational price fluctuations 
that are not reflected in local 
pump prices 

As the price of diesel based on. 
the Mean of Platts Singapore 
(MOPS) benchmark for refined 
petroleum products continued to 
„опт, he said finished product im- 
porters would likely bear the 
brunt of the diesel price burden, 
which would then prompt them 
to pass this on to consumers. 

According to COPW's compu- 
tations, he said new players still 
had under-recoveries of P1.74 а 
liter for August and 34 centavos а 
liter for September. 

Asa result, new oil players, un- 
like refiners Petron Corp. and 
Shell, would have to pass on to 
end-users a total of P2.08 a liter 
through pump price increases. 


‘INQUIRER MONITOR 
Figures that matter in our nation's life 
Gov't expenditure share in GDP 

| (1st& 2nd quarters 2001 to 2004, in percent) 

^ 


GOVERNMENT sponding grew by .1 percent in the second quarter this year. | | 
accounted lor any 738 percento ross domestic product, down rom 8.06 percent | 
im the same querer last year when ñs growth contracted by 54 ресет 

Government axpendiures include employees’ salaries, advertisements, health, | 


Maricar D. Tolosa, PDI Research 
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Court OKs Nenaco 
debt restructuring 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


THE MANILA Regional Trial Court yesterday 
approved the 10-year restructuring of Negros 
Navigation Co.'s P2.4-billion debt, 

‘Asa compromise with creditors, the court 
directed the ailing shipping company to in- 
crease its interest payment to secured lenders 
to 7.5 percent yearly beginning the fifth year 
up to the 10th year of rehabilitation program, 
from 5 percent during the first to the fourth 
year ofthe program. 

Unsecured creditors willbe paid an interest 
rate of 2.5 percent yearly 

‘The court approval will allow Nenaco, a 
subsidiary of Metro Pacific Corp., to finance 
about P3 billion in capital and drydocking ex- 
penses during the period, 

“The company expects to turn around its fi- 
nancial performance bythe third year of reha- 
bilitation, 

Nenaco president Sulficio Tagud Jr. yester- 
day said this development would also allow 
the company to focus on improving opera- 
tions, instead of worrying over its debt prob- 
lem, Nenaco’s debt peaked at about P4 billion 
seven years ago. 

тарца has yet to receive the court approval 


5 


but said he was informed by its lawyers about 
thedecision. 

He said Nenaco was projected to remain in 
the red in the first two years of rehabilitation 
starting 2005. By the second year, he said the 
forecast was to reduce the net loss to only 
about P5 million. 

Nenaco posted a net loss of P8.2 million 
2003 from an income of P102.7 million in 
2002. г 

“We want to charge all the mistakes of the 
past on the current year so we will be in a bet- 
ter position to move forward,” said Tagud. 

Nenaco's fleet is down to nine ships. Com- 
petitors, including Aboitiz Transport, operate 
ore than 20 ships, 

First Pacific Co. Lid. managing director 
Manuel Pangilinan earlier vowed to get involved 
їп tuming Nenaco around for the sake of Metro 
Pacific, the local subsidiary of First Pacific. 

Of Nenaco's P2.4 billion in financial obliga- 
tions, P914.8 million was categorized as p 
ority obligations as it was brought about by 
operating expenses, including salary. 

‘The shipping firm's secured bank debt stood 
at P578.26 million, unsecured debt with other 
financial institutions at P202.13 million and 
unsecured payables, P191.215 million. 
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$400 MILLION IN NEW INVESTMENTS 

Toledo, Cebu—President Macapagal-Arroyo announces the infusion by Mirant Global Corp. 
of afresh $400-milion investment into the power sector. Of the amount, $300 million was 
earmarked for the expansion by 350 megawatts of the power generating capacity in Pagbilao, 
Quezon, while $100 milion will go to Toledo, Cebu. With the President are Tourism Secretary 
‘Ace Durano, Cebu Gov. Gwendolyn Garcia, Mirant Philippines president/CEO Edgardo 


Bautista and Mirant Corp. CEO Marce Fuller. 


UCPB selling P13.6B worth 
of assets to Korean firm 


By Doris C, Dumlao (special 
UNITED Coconut Planters 
Bank is set to sell P13.6 bil- 
lion worth of idle assets to a 
unit of Korean investment 
management fim Shinhan 
MBA. 

UCPB president and CEO 
Jose Querubin yesterday said 
ihe Bank had reached an 
agreement in principle with 
First Sovereign Funds Corp., 
ап asset management compa- 
ny set up by Shinhan's local 
affiliate Pennsylvania Capital. 

"We should be able to close. 
the agreement with First 
Sovereign Funds Corp. and 
get the requisite regulatory 
approvals very soon,” Queru- 
bin said. 

He noted that the transac- 
tion would chop off by more 
than 55 percent the real and 
other properties owned and 
acquired (ROPOAs) of UCPB. 

"This is a landmark deal 
for the Philippine banking in- 
dustry. We think it will create 
a very bullish climate for SPV 


UCPB'S 


Kim. 


agreement 


The 
Sovereign 


auctions. 


Ayala Corp. to raise bond 
float from P5B to P7B 


AYALA Corp., the country’s 
oldest conglomerate, has se- 
cured the approval of the Se- 
curities and Exchange Com- 
mission (SEC) to increase its 
peso bond float from P5 bil- 
lion to P7 billion. 

Sources said Ayala will 
complete its bond offering, 
the biggest in the Philippines, 
on Oct. 7. 

Underwriters or investment 
banks managing the bond of- 
fering were set to sign an 
agreement yesterday, amend- 
ing the earlier issue size of PS 
bilion, said sources familiar 
with the deal. 

Banks said the demand for 
the bonds was hefty given 
that half was from retail in- 
vestors and the other from 


A 


29. 


quarterly, 


Oct. 8, 2009. 


lands, 


purpose. 
transactions and we expect to 
зее тоге banks following 
lead," 

Sovereign Funds chair Han 


Querubin said UCPB, its i 
nancial adviser Pricewater- 
houseCoopers 
counsel Sycip Salazar Her- 
nandez & Gatmaitan Law Of- 
fice were now working on the 


Sovereign Funds, targeting to 
consummate the deal before 
the April 8, 2005 deadline set 
bythe SPV Law. 

The SPV Law intends to 
help banks get rid of their 
non-performing 
waiving some ofthe taxes and 
reducing fees imposed on the 
sale or transfer of assets. 
deal 
Funds 
hatched! after а month of “in 
tense" negotiations, Queru: 

in said, The bank decided to 
negotiate with the company 
following two failed public 


bigger institutional clients. 
Ayala started offering the 
bonds to the public last Sept. 


‘The fixed rate bonds will 
‘carry a coupon rate of 12.677 
percent per annum payable 


‘These bonds will mature in 
five years and one day or on 


Ayala expects to use the net 
proceeds to partially refinance 
its dollar-denominated bonds 
due in 2005. In peso terms, the 
bond is valued at P8.35 billion 
as of Aug. 31. The 2005 bonds wi 
were issued in 1999 by AC In- 
ternational Finance, Ld., Ay- 
alis wholly-owned subsidiary 
organized in the Cayman 1s- 

Elizabeth L Sanchez. 
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Nieto group 
asks court 
to lift TRO 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


said First 


and legal 


SHAREHOLDERS of listed 
firm Phikomsat Holdings 
Corp. led by former Ambas- 
sador to Spain Manuel Nieto 
Jt, have asked the Court of 
Appeals to lift an order that 
stopped the Securities and 
Exchange Commission (SEC) 
from validating the election 
of Nieto's group to the com- 
рапуз board. 

їп comments filed with 
the appellate court last 
Sept. 27, the Nieto Group al- 
5o sought the dismissal of a 
petition of rival shareholder 
Victor Africa seeking the 
nullification of the said SEC 
order. 

Africa claimed to be the 
de facto president of PHC's 
parent firm, Philippine 
Communications Satellite 
Corp., the country's oldest 
satellite communications 
firm, 

PHC vice president Philip 
Brodett yesterday also asked 
the Presidential Commission 
on Good Government 
(СОС) to take over Philcom- 
sat and its mother firm Philip- 

е Overseas Telecommuni- 
cations Satellite Corp. 
(POTC), which is led by the 
Africa group. © 

"The government stands to 
lose here (if they domt 
takeover),” Brodett told re- 
porters yesterday. 

The Securities and 
change Commission (SEC) 

earlier barred from exe- 
cuting its order and parti 
pating in PHC's stockholders’ 
meeting last Aug. 31 by atem- 
porary restraining order is- 
sued by the Court of Appeals 
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DISCLOSURES , 
PCI LEASING & Finance Ine. purchased 172,000 s shares at P1.32, 
pursuant to fts shares buy-back program 
KEPPEL Philippines Marine Ine. wil hold a specia stockholders’ meet- 
Ing on Now. 10 at 8:0 am. in the KPH Boardroom, Country Space | 
Bunding, беп Gi Puyat Avenuo, Salcedo Vilage, Makali СПУ 
FIRST Matra Investment Corp has anproved the dectaraton of cash div- 
Tends worth P1326 por shara, ат о 889 millon fr e 37.7 
minion outstanding common shares 
SALGON Power Corp. announced tne appointment ot Antonio Corpuz as 
s chef operating ГИ a rank c semlor vie restent еїесіме 
ова 
ANSCOR Consolidated Corp. (ACC), a 100:orcnt owned subsidlary o! 
A Sonano Corp. (Алип), bought 344 000 shares о Ancor. AS of Oct- 
A ACC owns 714,212,777 Anscor shares. 
ROXAS Holdings tne: wl hola из annual stockholders! meeting on Nov. 
даа Тоат, atthe Now World Ranaissanco Hotei in Makati Cy. Сот. 
Pitou by D Yap, PDI Research 
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Bigger, better Cheng 


ONE of Hong Kong's leading 
taipans, Cheng Yu-tung of the 
New World hotel and property 
fame, has emerged as the real 
owner ofthe new Hyatt hotel and 
casino in Ermita. 

Cheng, no relation to the local 
Chengs of Piatco/ Terminal 3 dis- 
aster, has been identified in the 
Monday issue of a Hong Kong pa- 
per, The Standard, as the benefi- 
cial owner of a little-known com- 
pany that acquired one building 
plus several floors of the two- 
tower project of Andrew Tan's 
Megaworld, 

‘The bayside hotel, incidentally 
would be Cheng's second hotel 
venture in the country after the 
New World Renaissance im 
Greenbelt. 

According to thé grapevine, 
the HK billionaire, who also oper- 
ates а container terminal in the 
Xiamen port, in addition to a cel- 
lular phone company їп Hong 
Xong, is in talks with the Ayalas 
for another property venture їп 
Subic. 

Cheng, 78, a partner of 
Macau gambling tycoon Stan- 
ley Ho in the former Portuguese 
territory, acquired the Ermita 
property in the first quarter of 
2003, after sending an archi- 
tect and a lawyer from Hong 
Kong to inspect the project and 
meet with the Megaworld sales 
staff. 

"At first, we did not have а 
clue as to whom they repre- 
sented, and that they were 
THAT big," said a Megaworid 
official, who asked not to be 
identified. 

Forbes has listed Cheng as the 
231st richest person in the world 
for 2004, 

The HK taipan reportedly 
pumped in a total of $120 million 
to acquire and finish the hotel 
and casino project, which had 
stalled when rumored original 
proponent Stanley Ho found him- 
self a persona non grata after be- 
ing embroiled in the BW Re- 
sources scandal. 

The local Hyatt hotel will be 
the 14th venture of Cheng, 
whose hotels, including the 
Grand Hyatt in Hong Kong, are 
spread throughout China and 
the region. 

Megaworld itself retains 40 
percent of the two-tower Ermita 
complex, which the listed proper- 
ty firm plans to convert into ser- 
viced apartments, its first foray 


Gov't to increase... 


From page I and airpors. 

"We are trying to attract major 
airlines to land in the country and 
their request is to hold any in- 
crease in fees. The President is 
nying to encourage the use of 
roll-on, roll-off ferries so we are 
holding off any increase in the 
rates of the PPA (Philippine Ports 
Authority) Castañares зай 

last year, the PPA delivered 
about PS billion to the govern- 
ment, according to transport offi 
дак. 

Aside from direct increases in 
fees and charges, the transport 
department is also working close- 
ly with other agencies to raise an 
additional PB billion in revenue 
yearly from transportrelated tax- 
es and fees 

Fus 
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Victor С. 
Agustin 


into the business. 

The Hyatt hotel and casino 
complex are now on a soft run, 
preparatory to the formal open- 
ing in December. 

‘The Cheng patriarch and his 
son Henry are expected to grace 
theopening ceremonies. 


Not A-yala's 
NOT a few passersby and mi 
torists have been led to believe 


Court on Makati Avenue isan Ay- 
ala project, with its "A" logo and a 
background color scheme confus- 
ingly similar to Ayala Center 

Called "A. Venue," the residen- 
tial-commercial complex is actu- 
ally a project of Antel Land Hold- 
ings, a property firm controlled 
by the Lao family, which owns the 
La Elegancia jewelry shops. 


Short takes 
‘© SPURRED by McDonald's new 
Paseo de Roxas branch now 


square meter of all Philippine Mc- 
Donald’s branches, Jollibee has 
decided to build a store at the 
other corner of the same block, at 
the China Bank building, in an ef- 
fort to catch some of the action. 

• THE FORMER UCPB S: 
ings Bank building in Legaspi Vil- 
lage has been sold for P90 mil- 
lion, considerably less than the 
asking price of P110.42 million. 

The buyer has been identi- 
fied as the Masterman Land 
Corp. a real estate company 
formed by Ramon, Elisa, 
Nandy, Kathrina, and Bryan, all 
surnamed Manaloto, of Man- 
daluyong City. 


Heard through the grapevine 
THE ICM sisters who operate the 
‘St. Theresa's College in Quezon 
City are putting up a branch of 
the albgri school at the so- 
called McKinley Hills portion of 
The Fort. 

(Emai: cocktales pdi@ye- 
hoo.com ог соса, pdiQhot 
mail.com) 


drivers’ licenses and motor vehi- 
cle registration. Last year, the 
agency remitted about P7.5 bil 
lion to state coffers. 

ITFRB Chair Майа Elena 
Bautista said the regulator would 
focus on increasing penalties for 
erring drivers and operators, She 
said the draft order for the in- 
crease in the LTFRB fees has not 
been approved. 

‘Transport Assistant Secretary 
Roberto Castañares said land 
transport agencies would have to 
increase their fees ahead of the 
other attached agencies. 

He said President Arroyo had а 
standing order mot to increase 
fees related to the use of seaports 
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Banking system fragile, IMF says 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE INTERNATIONAL Monetary Fund has 
«шей on regulators to put more pressure on 
fants to shore up their capital ro strengthen 
the industry 

Tra recently released post.program moni- 
toring report, the IMP said there was com- 
рет reason for “more forceful efforts" from 
Fegulators because the banking system was* 
“fragile and not well-equipped to contribue. 
to future growth momentum. 

The IME was particularly concemed over 
the level ofthe banks” non-performing assets, 
Saying that the amount was understated due 
to accounting loopholes. 

iates data from the Bangko Sentral ng 

Nlipinas showed that the non-performing 
Joans of universal and commercial banks as of 


pointed out that “the weaknesses lay in par- 
ticular banks." 

While the IMF welcomed the government's 
steps to strengthen the regulatory and super- 
Могу framework, it argued that efforts to 
bring in the level of non-performing assets 
should be accompanied by greater pressure 
оп banks to strengthen their finances and 
adopt best accounting practices 

‘The IMF expressed concern over the slow 
progress in resolving NPAs under the Special 
Purpose Vehicle framework. 

The IMF thus argued that “significant NPA 
sales were more likely ifthe BSP put pressure 
‘on banks to enhance valuation and provision- 
ing of non-performing assets, especially 
Ropoas, while enforcing the adoption of inter- 
national accounting standards so that the re- 
sulting losses are reflected in the bank's finan- 
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that a planned condominium . 
complex in front of the Aberdeen * 


recording the highest sales per’ 


end-July roseto 13.92 percent as ratio of total 
loans, from 13.77 

percent as of end- 
Sune. 

The sectors real 
and other propery 
‘owned and acquired 
ог Ropoas hit 
P207.11 billion dur- 
ing the period, as 
against gross assets 
о{рз.ба trillion. 

"(MF) staff analy- 
sis indicated that 
once allowance was 
made for these fac- 
tor, the banking зуз- 
tem’ capital adequa- 
су fell well short of 
regulatory require- 
ments, and of provid- 
ing the system 
enough scope to 
buffer major shocks 
such as an abrupt rise 
in interest rates,” it 
warned. 

The IME thus, said 
there was an urgent 
need for local banks 
to shore up their cap- 
ital to strengthen the 
resilience of the 
banking system and 
enhance its ability to 
contribute to eco- 
nomie growth. 

Citing its analysis 
ofbank data, the [MF 
said low capitaliza- 
tion was one of the 
reasons behind the 
slow loan growth of 
the banking secor. 

"The IMF said the 
country’s banking 
regulator agreed 
with its analysis, but 


cial statements. 


MAKATI QUEZON СПУ 
1S GT Tower “A/F Cedar Exec. 
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HAIR LOSS 


STOPS 


AT SVENSON 


"WHEN IT COMES TO 
SOLVING HAIR LOSS, 
SVENSON'S IT!” 


"Му hair was thinning out that you could even 
ee my scalp right through it when I'm under. 
the studio lights, | heard from other people 
that when it comes to solving hair loss, 
Svenson's IT! Without batting an eyelash, 1 
went straight there so they could do something 
about my problem. Now, my hair is much 
thicker, looks healthier and a lot better than 
ever. m very satisfied with Svenson. It's my 
best fiend in hair recovery!" 


‘Stop hair loss and enjoy having real hair 
‘again. Call Svenson today! 


YOUR CHOICE NOT TO BE 


сац. 892-HAIR (4247) 


ALABANG 
ал Citbank-Frabe 


(ie СІТҮЅТАТЄ 


SAVINGS BANK 


www.citystatesavings.com 


Your transaction 
completed in 
10 minutes. 
or it’s 
P100.00 on us 


CCitystate Savings Bank values your business and your time, that is 
‘why we are bringing you the "10 or P100" program. 


Citystate Savings Bank will complete your transaction within 10 
minutes or we wel credit Р100.00 to your account 


Mechanies . 
1. Open о new and existing depositors of Citystate Savings Bank” | 
э. Applicable to cash deposit or withdrawal of not more 
than P50,000.00 
3. Clients will be given a transaction sip upon entering the bank 
4. Tellers will start ihe timer upon receiving the transaction slip 
and cash or check for deposit transactions, withdrawal slip or 
checks for encashment 
5. IF the transaction exceeds 10 minutes, Citystate Savings 
Bank will credit P100.00 tothe clients account 


Transactions excluded from the program: 
1. Saturday banking transactions 
2. Deposits in the form of coins 

Jewelry loan transactions 
4. Change of big bills to smaller denominations 
5. Bayad Center transactions 
6. Mutilted/anfi/üke bills 
7, Suspected fake bills subject for verification 
8. Interbank transactions 


BECAUSE YOUR TIME 
IS IMPORTANT TO US 


Listed in the Philippine Stock Exchange 
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E-mail: peopleatwork@inquirercom.ph 


OPLEa WORK scant aga 
What's the best leadership style? 


DEAR WW: I need to strengthen my How do you feel? Goleman calls this MU AR марлар АИНУ SRI VANS 
leadership skill. Any suggestions? the "affiliative” style. The leader tends to 
The Boss, ButNotBossy WORKING bis employees emotional concerts, oF 
fers ample praise and gives workers 
Luis Chavarria had just been released © WOUNDED great freedom in doing their jobs. The re- 
from prison, when he was arrested Sult is fierce loyalty 
again-this time for illegal possession ofa This style is particularly effective for 
firearm. The police were tipped off by rebuilding teamwork, trust and morale. 
doctors at the hospital, who were treat- Bob Rosner However it can leave some workers feel- 
ing Chavarria's gunshot wound to the ing rudderless, so it is best used in combi 
foot. Apparently, the shotgun he slept nation with the authoritative style. 
with discharged during the night. tiative evaporate because people focus Тез do this together. This isthe “au- 
‘Unfortunately, Mr. Chavarria isn't the оп second guessing her expectations. thoritative” (not authoritarian!) style of 
only one shooting himself in the foot. ^ Pacesettng can be effective with high- leadership. Authoritative leaders state a 
Most bosses do it too—by relying on a ly motivated, competent teams, howev- clear vision for their people and motivate 
singleleadership style. Arecentsurveyof ez if used in combination with other them by making clear how their work 
3,871 executives suggests that truly ef- styles contributes to that vision. People see 
fective bosses vary their leadership style — Try this. In this “coaching” style of why their work matters and are given 
according to the situation, The survey leadership, leaders help employees iden- flexibility in achieving their goals. This is 
identified six leadership styles. Read tify their strengths and weaknesses offer the most positive leadership style and 
more about them in "Leadership That lots of feedback, and delegate challeng- works in most situations—unless the 
Gets Results" by Daniel Goleman (Har- ing assignments to help people grow. In- leader's less experienced than his team. 
ward Business Review, March-April, terestingy, while the leader's focus ison Vary your leadership style to the situa- 
2000). longterm’ results (ће employees -tion and you shouldn't have to worry 
Do what tell you, Goleman calls this growth), coaching delivers solid short- about any self-inflicted wounds. 
the coercive” style ofleadership and itis term payoffs as well because employees Here are the results from a recent 
the least effective of the six. Who wants tend to rise to the level of theirboss'sex- workingwounded.com/ABCnews.com 
to be bossed around? But in a short-term  pectations. online ballo: Who best represents YOUR 
crisis, it can mobilize people quickly. ‘What do you think? This is the leadership style? (1,132 ballots) 
Do as I do, now. This is the “paceset- “democraric" style ofleadershipin which —Patton, 29 percent 
ting” style and it's the second least effec- leaders build trust and commitment by —Einstein, 28.5 percent 
tive. This leader is obsessed with doing soliciting people's ideas and buy-in. №: — —Oprah, 25 percent 
things better and faster but doesn’t make surprisingly, morale and productivity — —Regis, 17.5 percent 
her expectations clear. "If I have to tell rise.Adrawbackcanbetheextratimere- _ (Mr Rosner is based in Seattle, Wash- 
you, you're wrong for the job,” she quired. The downfall can be using con- ington, USA. E-mail him at bob@work- 
thinks. As a result, responsibility and ini- sensus to avoid decision-making. ingwounded.com.) шилтәтонвтоомвовсот 
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IMAGER А 


soe in the province’ 


By Tita Datu Puangco 


ТАМ 27 years old and I have 
been in the government ser- 
vice for almost five years now. : 
I work in one of the national ANXIOUS Person 
agencies in our country Му __ATWORK айч 
present status is permanent 
‘and my salary is comparative- from government early and 
lyhigher than most people my tend to my business. Those are 
age. However, I am a single my passions and I don’t think 
mother so my salary is just the urban setup will provide 
enough to cover expenses for me the opportunity to set up a 
me and my one-year old. 1 business. 
maintain an apartment near 1 don't know if it’s the best 
my workplace. I hired a thing because it could mean a 
helper to take care of my one- complete overhaul in my se- 
year old. cure job. 1 hope you сап pro- 
Contrary to the impression vide some insights on my cur- 
that most government em- rent situation. Is this normal 
ployees are idle and lazy, my for me to feel burned out wit 
job entails a lot of overtime the routine work? Is it worth 
Without pay It stresses me taking the risk of leaving ev- 
that most of the time I don’t erything behind for some un- 
find quality time to spend with founded theories? Му pas- 
my kid. The traffic in Metro sions lie in arts, environment, 
Manila is heavy and too time writing and reading. 1 think 
consuming. 1 am thinking of that 1I deserve quality time and 
asking for reassignment to better living conditions to pur- 
our regional office to beat the sue these things to enjoy my 
stress and provide a betteren- Ше thoroughly. 
vironment for my kid. ‘Thank you so much for tak- 
1 graduated from the state ing time to read my letter. look 
university and I can modestly forward to your enriching ad- 
say that my past work experi- vice. More power! 
ences provided me with neces. — AmxiousGovernment Employee 


1 2 sary skills and credentials to 

rowing пеео5 advance my career. In fact, ev- 1 agree completely with your 
5 feryone is discouraging me to go decision to go to a regional gov. 
to the province to pursue my еттеп office to pursue the 
career. They say that itis better quality of life you deserve. I think 
to be in the national office be- the primary consideration would 
When business is good, demands are high. cause ofits diverse career paths be your one-year-old son who 
Keep up with Sharpdesk™. A revolutionary document management | and higher salary grade. 1 will grow up under your care in а 

system, Sharpdesk™ leaves you with plenty of room to grow. Scan, choose otherwise because 1 less stressful environment. 
archive, index, search and retrieve your fles with a Sharp Imager and Б: have worked in a local govern- 1 grew up in the province be- 
је your desktop computer. The answer to BIG ment unit before, where ехре. fore moving to the city ro pursue 
=== filing requirements, Sharpdesk™ also gives (7 à rienced rewarding work. my college degree and then work. 
1E you more customizable options wih e-Fie. My reasons for planning to’ Deep in my heart, 1 also yearn to 
== e-File dramatically expands storage transfer to a regional office are о home to the province and 
чараөну aed the following: frst, 1 believe leave behind the noise and pollut- 
Sharpdesk | leaves you witha vius-safe and that whatever workplace you ed air of the city. Bur don’t have 
Seamed оа бо, по lier choose, if you are willing to the courage, now that most of my 


m TORTE Vt docena {give yourbest, you can never go working life has been spent in the 


= i ra Wrong. Г am а professional, city. Also, with grown up children 
| пау ва Папе Willing to learn and I easily get who love the city, my husband 

"long with other people. Sec- and! would prefer to remain here 
ondly I can pursue my plans to and stay dose to them. In your 
enroll in a law school at mini- case, go ahead. It looks like the 
игран kx yous bosineos ‘mal cost in a local state univer- Key to your dreams—going back 
. sity. Third, I can find a much to school, setting up a business, 

economical place torrent for me  etc—isallina regional setting 

and my kid, and better living What you are experiencing are 
conditions. fears of losses related to the tran- 
= ___________ паМегоМална, Ihave to be sition. So go ahead and confront 
-Copy Manila CCopy Ortigas C-Copy Alabang C-CopyCalamba  C-Copy Makati C-Copy Quezon City C-Copy Cebu content with cramped apart- them by asking yourself the fol 


Жамап: аа ез 874018 мен такий 5452042044 TOS-ETIOSTA Та 3720178:от9 Tet opcs, | ments to save money for rent. lowing questions: What are the 
BASINA Бао Рах 618718 0 Ратова Fax (048) 545-9045 Ld Заза: | Not to mention the air and worst things that can happen to 


DOM | 3454522 | noise pollution that we have to you? Then, one by one demystify ‚ 
endure everyday. Lastly, I am them. You will discover that your 
се Сору 5837 Zobel Roxas Street,.Palanan, Макан City Copier Sales Fax: 525-9860 planning to invest in agricul- fears are bigger than reality Next, 


Sop s Copio Salos га Б) ses | Бата ари ai mre vint anen wad 
Call Center: 525-9911 loc. 104/105. зло edere pe ie de cel 


" А 


27827-2) guaranteed to bring you peace 
sa of mind and more growth. 
CIT HAC 
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Working at home makes the differently 


abled self-sufficient 


уйше ALL ABOUT, 
Cor 

mibur WORK 
NESTOR — Вај- 


tavar, Jr. suffered. 
from а spinal in- 


jury and has been confined toa dreams of making a career for 

themselves and contributing to a 
of his debilitating condition, he better society remain a dream. In 
Strives to make a life, and yes, addition to this is the financial 
even a career for himselfwiththe challenge for special education or 
help of The Nova Foundation For training. And although some are 

actually college graduates and 
equally qualified as the rest of the. 
abled population, most different- 
dren who arebound to theirhomes ly abled people still find it hard to 
‘or wheelchairs can now look for- get into the corporate world. The 
ward to а normal productive Ме Nova Foundation recognizes and 


‘wheelchair for years. Yet, in spite 


Differently Abled Persons, Inc. 
like Baltazar, handicapped indi- 
viduals and parents of special chil 


commuting 
| from the home 
to the work- 
| place is a major 
| task for the dif- 
ferently abled. 
Thus, _ their 


‘with the Work-at-HHome Project de- addresses these challenges with 


signed specifically for the different- 
ly abled by The Nova Foundation. 
"The Workat-Home Project for Per- 
sons with Disabilities Through 
Available Information and Com- 


cently launched by The Nova Foun- 
dation о honor its 25 beneficiaries. 

With the help ofthe World Bank 
Group, The National Council for 
the Disabled Persons, Australian 
Agency for International Develop- 


Breakthroughs International, Inc., 
‘Total Transcriptions Solutions Inc. 
CTTSI) World Net Services, Info- 
сот and Spinal Cord Injury Foun- 
dation, Inc., The Nova Foundation 
is able to help several disabled in- 
dividuals in making a sustainable 
livelihood for themselves. 


‘Overcoming immobility 


the lives of differently abled in- 
dividuals, The Nova Founda- 


Home project to the World 
Bank's first Philippines Devel- 
opment Innovation Market- 
place Panibagong Paraan com 
petition. Out of the 1,800 pro- 


the Worl 
chosen and given a grant spon- 
sored by the AusAID. 


disabled people who wish to through 


‘work is mobility While the rest of The beneficiaries will be evalu- 
ated monthly and quarterly 
of the city without a thought, Those who pass the training will 


he working abled zips in and out 


Medical transcription 

The project, headed by Manuel tion's web server 
ment (AusAID), Visions and V Agcaoili, president and trustee vafoundation.ph). 

of The Nova Foundation, 
train persons with disabilities at 
home and provide them with jobs 
that will allow them to stay at 
home. Medical transcription, a 
growing and promising out- 
Sourced industry, presents itself 
as the future employment vehicle ѕоп in the country. 
for wheelchair users and parents 
of children with special needs re- 
In it’s commitment to better quiring full ime home attention. 
‘The project will thus provide 
training on medical transcription 
tion submitted the Work-at- with a curriculum designed ac- 
cording to the requirements of 
‘TTSI, а partner of The Nova 
Foundation. 

‘The six-month training will 
cover medical terminology, En- 
posals submitted nationwide, glish proficiency and medical 

Home project was dictations for transcription pro- 

ficiency. The training module 

will be made available to the 
One ofthe major obstacles of participants via the Internet 


the Work-at-Home Project. 
“We would like го create equal 
opportuni 
abled and it 
the corporate world, We would 
munication Technology was re. like to help those who are just in 
their homes," claims Sheryl Rose 
Dira, training coordinator of The 
Nova Foundation. 


for the differently medic: 


hard to get it from 


file," adds Dira. 


ims to 


"distance-training." 


Learn how to retain 
employee talent 


THE ATENEO Center for Organization Re- 
search and Development (Ateneo CORD) 
wishes to invite everyone to its Trend- 
watcher Series on Retaining Employee Tal- 
ent on Oct. 19 from 1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
at the LS Virata Hall, DAP Bldg., Pasig 
сиу. 

This learning session will feature the re 
sults of two studies: Employee Retention Fac- 


tors and Retaining and Managing Young 
Workers. Find out what factors make employ- 
сез want to stay or leave their organization. 
Learn what young workers of today look Гог 
in a job and boss and what will make them 
leave or stay in an organization. 

Contact Ateneo CORD for reservations 
(632) 426-6001 loc. 5263, 426-5931 or 426- 
6282, Or e-mail atencocord айти. edu.ph. 


UP Solair invites alumni to 50th 
anniversary celebration 


‘THE UNIVERSITY of the Philippines School of 
Labor and Industrial Relations (U.P Solair) 
calls on its alumni to get involved in the vari- 
‘ous events lined up for this golden commemo- 
ration, Solair celebrates its 50 anniversary 
this year. 

Solair traces its roots to the Asian Labor Edu- 
cation Center (ALEC), established in 1954. 
"Through the years, the College evolved from un- 
dertaking mainly workers’ education through 
seminars and residential institutes for labor Jead- 
ers from the Philippines and other Asian coun- 
trie to a full-fledged graduate school offering a 
Diploma and Master of Industrial Relations 
СУ and MIR) degree, together with special- 
ized training and certificate programs in labor 
Jay disputes settlement, human resources devel 
opment, labor policy research, conferences and 

symposia, among others. 

"The main events will be held from Dec. 3 to4. 
Solair also invites the public to attend the lec- 
tures. The celebrations, which will run from 
September to December this year, include the 
following: 

е U.P President Francisco Метепго lecture 
“philippine Labor Struggles: Contest of Ideas" 

‘Faculty lecture series on the theme "Political 


Economy and Philippine Industrial Relations” 

‘Dean Froilan Bacungans Distinguished 
Publie Lecture іп honor of Dr Cicer D. 
Calderon: "Agenda for Philippine Labor Law Re- 
forms 

Philippine Industrial Relations Society's 
(PIRS) National Conference "Quality Parmer- 
ships Towards a Decent Workplace: Blending 
Homegrown with Global Practices and Strate- 
gie” 

‘© Unveiling of the Commemorative Mural 

ind Opening of Photo Exhibit on "Labor Empow- 
erment and Industrial Relations" 

* Roundtable Discussion "The Role of Labor 
Education Cenier/Asian Labor Education Center 
in Workers Education in Asia” 

© Reminiscence and Memoirs; Awarding of 
Special Recognitions 

* Symposium on "Strengthening Philippine 
Unionism in the Age of Globalization” U.P Solair 
in cooperation with the Friedrich Ebert Stiftung 
Philippine Office 

е Grand Alumni Homecoming of 
Alumni, in cooperation with the PIRS 

For details, please contact lan or Fina at tele- 
fax 920.7717, Mayet or Zeny at 927-8340, Didi 
or Edgar at 928-6396, and Del at 920-7693, 


P Solair 


‘I want to work in the province’ 


From page BA 
plan for the next five small steps to begin to 
implement your plan. 

їп addition, you can do potential problem 
analysis to arrive at a preventive and contin- 
gency plan. ‘Typical questions are: what can 
go wrong? What will trigger things to go 
‘wrong? What will you do if things go wrong? 


What actions can you put in place to prevent 
things from going wrong? 

May God bless your move to the region. 
“Take care, 

(Ms Puangeo is CEO and chair of Ancilla En- 
terprise Development Consulting. Send feed- 
back through e-mail to advice@ancil 
laedc.com.ph or fax to 892-2902.) 


Fiera на на oa ores ыс 


immediately be given jobs nthe Ofthose suffering from polio, cel- 
ranscription industry 

by TTSI. "As soon as they finish 

the training we're going totrain are with mobility impairment. 

them how to transcribe medical 

data via the Internet and trans- 

fer written data into a written 


‘Training materials are present- 
ly available at The Nova Founda- 

(www.no: 
The Nova 
Foundation aims to be able to 
make these materials availableto jectis grateful and excited to start 
future members of the founda- 
tion. With the growth of the infor- 
mation technology, the founda- 
tion hopes to make the project nity,” says Baltazar in behalf of 
available го every disabled per- 


Screening of beneficiaries 

Confined to a wheelchair her- 
self, Dira found the screening 
process exhausting and difficult, 
"It was really tough because a lot 
of the differently abled would re- 
ally like to grab the opportunity 
but unfortunately they are not 
medically equipped, they don't program teaches them not to feel 
have the medical background sorry for themselves but to rise 
and most of them don't have the above their disability. "Now it is 
exposure. They're not proficient 
with the English language also. 
"That wasso hard at the start espe- 
cially because most of the differ 
ently abled are sensitive but had able than some of the abled peo 
tostickwith our rules.” 

The tedious elimination pro- you know, 
cess produced 25 beneficiaries. 


= Do you need loans for working 
capital and business expansion ? 
+ Do you have past due loans that 
need to be restructured 7 
= Is your bank foreclosing or has the 
nk foreclosed your collateral ? 


We can help you!!! | 
= DIOMAMPO CONSULTING CORPORATION 
Ех 


С 
АЦЕ S 
D 


BIF LEGASPI SUITES, 178 Sted St, Lagi Vage, Matari Cy 
Tel Nos. 8182414- 8184400 Fax 6105294" осоп вуз com 


"E hoxogonal bor 
Бам 
Застава ам 
Senare & помо 
Poe i 
фетиш 


TEL 2638-7040 
FAX 638-7039. 
E-MAIL: gic@pacific.net.ph 


кашау datibulod by 


yx H-STAR® 


ebral palsy and spinal cord injury, 
17 аге in wheelchairs and тее | Wie Senn voren & welded) 
Wielding рова Wie 
The other five participants are 


parents of autistic children, who | fem 
require full time attention and | Raund, square & heroporal bor 
home care. Dira assures other as- | Уш 
piring differently abled persons 
that the project will take in new 
applicants every six months. 

In the meantime, the first 
batch of the Work-at-Home pro- 


ound, square 6 ted ube 


with their training. "We would 
like to express our deepest grati- 
tude with regards to this opportu- 


PSBank ж у 

A 
alas 

ТІМЕРЕРОЅІТ 2 


Ho ты 

Y 9% interest p.a. - $ 
GUARANTEED 

У No withholding tax 

У Only P50,000 minimum deposit 

У 5-year Time Depo: 

У Monthly crediting of interest 


Visit any of our 121 PSBank branches nationwide. 


the whole group. "ИЗ а once in a 
lifetime offer and we cannot let it 
slip away which is tantamount to 
neglecting а decent living, more 
importantly, closing down al 
ready opened doorways." 

With this program, Baltazar 
and the rest of the beneficiaries 
hope to be gainfully employed 
and to be active contributors to 
society. Baltazar adds that the 


time to take advantage of ourbe- |. 
ing disabled and prove to our- 

selves that we are not only just 
that and sometimes we are тоге 


ple. 125 not all about the money, 


[abou the топар | дулей ег Wr FO en о crn НО 


(het fra ed re опу эла subject io chango wen pr eto 


worth.” 


She came. 
She bought. 
She won a million. 


CONGRATULATIONS! 
Ms. Dionne Dee Cu 


Grand prize winner of the Chevrolet Venture Key to а Million promo, 


See your Chevrolet dealer and ask about the Venture today. 


* 4-speed automatic transmission 
iter V6 SFI engine 
ипе! ABS with 4-wheel disc brakes 
Dual sliding doors. 
* Venture LT - with roofrail, VCD player and TV 
1 Venture LT Premium - with гоо{гай, leather interiors, 
four captain's chairs, VCD player and TV 
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CHEVROLET 


Frame duration ме 1 to Augus 34, 2004. Par ТИСА Perm # 2658 Senes of 204, 
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INVITATION TO BID 
60 units Air-conditioning Compressor 6 
Cartons Fim Rolls & Fim Plates 


pink October 7, 2004 

72-0480 нана Е шәп 2:00 p.m. @ MASCO office 
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Luci воине UTM sian November 10-12, 2004 


prd 
ута Scout CASTOR Hotel InterContinental Manila, Makati City 
Seisa шшр. ини | Call 933-3206 " 
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пат Joe Ton 6375148 • DISCOVERING INNOVATIVE APPROACHES 
> 84 LAGUNA • DEVELOPING HROD PRACTITIONERS 
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Learn with... 


Toga canyon Woods FF eTelecare 46 Johnson & Sons Inc, Transnational Diversified Group 

А Universitas 21 Global SCA Hygiene Performance Technologies Malaysia 
4.1M C5 Nr The Fort SMART Communications ^ Notre Dame Marbel University 

na oto St. Scholastica's College Alexander Consulting Group 
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2004 


NATIONAL POWER CORPORATION 


‘man, Quezon Cy 


INVITATION TO BID FOR THE SALE OF ONE-YEAR WASTE OIL 
GENERATION FOR EMB-DEHR ACCREDITED WASTE TREATERS ONLY 


5-15, WHERE IS" BASIS 


DATEOF BIDDING: Octcber 26,2008, 2:00 pm. Solarium Hal, Buldng. МРС 
aed Ойсо Agham Rond comer Quezon Avenua, Ойтал, 


po 


‘Thi ube bii в or th sao ot one-year waste o generation rom ha folowing: 


— PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


“j= ransCo 


National Transmission Corporation 


INVITATION FOR BIDS 


Date: September 20,2008 
Contae! No: BCUD A004 O07 

X. he Natonal Power Corporaton (NPC) has appie а can lom the Asian 
Development Bank (ADS) towards the cost of аспону Market and 
осел Project tie vaended tat рал o the procesos o! 
the oan wii be провео o otal under те contact for тө Supp 
nd Dolvery of Revenue Meteneg instrument Transiormers and Test 
сиреп. Casing в open o Бадена om eigble source counties ol the 


HPG SPUS PUANT T 


иле к Adan Development Bark 


КЕН естон Ее w 
Ав MASBATE AREA ЛЕ 
{Manna BOP 2 GALONGGONG нер а VIGA DPP 


P ЛАВА Ope neno ppe Pte 10.260 


БОЕ, бе & Batan DPP e RAPU RARU ВЕР | тзлш Р aco 


а. interested obie Bidders may obtain отет Information and inspect the 
Бозо; босло staring September 29, 204 и те обот address: 


wenumo Р aso 


PELMOO OPP 2 Tutay opp з san vicente ope 


m 


В 


4. A complete set ol bidding documents in Engish may be purchased by 
јаје ыздеп or алое С representative upon submission ol à 

телег of intent o to above address and upon payment of non reundatie fee 

el Ten Thousand Pagpine Pesos (PRP 10,000.00) or One Fonored Ену 


оно бок ON AA 


EN 
палио РР У TAGAPUL-ANDOP. 


m ERES 


Ecce ud 


m | р oseo 


SCHEDULES. 
estem SAAS AREA, 
k arayan ер a SiUuoR пр a сыла! 


3. POWER BARGE то е POWER BARGES. 


LX Boone app s GIGANTES Der ¢ GUNTARCANOPP пате | P ово 


[EASTERN однио лл, 


6. Al bids must be accompanied by a bid зесшту of Seventy Thousand 


ее из 
PEE | Laven а 


ойе SANG 


Bre [шешеси | P озю 


(0657020000) US Dotars or an equivalent amount in a freely convertie 
Ра nes nne eventa 
SS 200k. Tha Ба засолу must be incuded wien tho ibcwical proposals 
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Е m 
Нера за 
cim reno. 
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ALL BIDS MUST BE SUBMITTED WITH THE FOLLOWING: 

1. PROPOSAL BOND DEPOSIT IN THE FORM OF CASH OR MANAGER'S! 
CASHIER'S CHECK EQUIVALENT TO PHP 80,000.00. 

2. LATEST INCOME TAX RETURN 2009 ORIGINAL (OR CERTIFIED XEROX 
COPY) FOR THE BIDDER OR AN AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


3. VALID ACCREDITATION FROM EMB-DENA FOR TREATMENTISTORAGE! 
DISPOSAL (TSD) FACILITY AND FOR THE WASTE TRANSPORTER. 
INCLUDING PREVIOUSLY APPROVED PERMIT TO TRANSPORT. WASTE 
MANIFEST FORM AND CERTIFICATE OF TREATMENT ALL 


Interested paries who мо participate in ihe pubic biking must present he 
тар ыл ENE DENA ard may sete te acl D Km a PRU 
Sat irom Me Samus! V. Lomuntad, tat Ground Hoot, Buicing-t, NPC Head Otice. 
Agram Rond comer Quezon Avenue, Ойтал, Quezon Cuy or сай elepnone no: 
824-5302. Deadine lor lesuance of bid forma 8 230 pm.. October 25, 2008. 
Ationdance one Pre B Conference ол October 25, 2004 a! 200 pm. а mandatory 


For me Materiais Management Dopariment 
(Sod) FELIX B. TACATA, ЈА. 
MU 771 


Peete 


Where you 
find the best. 


тез арсола or те above poston: 


(1) соок 


та но (047) 252-1855 


Hhingemedia, inc. 


Hinge Media Inc., a dynamic company engaged 
in the publication of high-quality magazines, 
is in immediate need of Account Executives 


1. Responsibility 


• The Account Executive wil be directly responsible for solcing advertisements 
for our publications: 


2. What we can offer: 


+ Abovendusty base salary plus substantial direct commissions for every 
dosed sale 


• Professional sales training and coaching from top sales experts 
* Travel opportunities 
3. Requirements: 
* Female, 23 to 30 years old, aggressive and hardworking 
‘Must be a graduate of any four-year course from a reputable university 


Must have at least 2 years of sales experience in the industry. Those with 
less than 2 years work experience need not apply 


Must possess excellent verbal and written English and Filipino 
communication skills 


Must have strong, persuasive presentation skills 


Аужап5 are required to personaly bring ei resume, to (2) 2527 photos, алой: 
cf records, and any vali ID. Interested pates may visit our обов on Wednesdays and 

fom 90am to 121000 at 1705 Суат Herrera Tower, 90 Herrera ох. Valero 
Streets, Salcedo Village, Makati City 1227 Philippines or call 813 6848 


апдратсрае па publ beg, to be conducted pursuant to Rep ci No. 9184 


Supreme Court of the Philippines 


COMMITTEE ON HALLS OF JUSTICE 
BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


“The Supreme Court les prospecive bidders оби or ВУ requrements 


and s implementing Rules and Regulations, or e provision of JANITORIAL AND 
SECURITY SERVICES or he paid 01 January 31 December 205 lr te Hals of 


CLUSTER m 
1. Angels Oy, Pampanga 11. Olongapo Cl. 

> Balanga. Bataan (12. Palayan Ciy, Nuova Ecja 
3 CoberalunCiy Nueva Ecja 13. Panga, Taras 
Gaming Taras T4 San Fernando, Pampanga 
5 Capas, јање 15. San Jose Су; Nueva Esja 
© Deabphan Bataan 16 Sen Jose de Monte, Bulacan 
7. Gerona, Teac 17. So Domingo, Nueva Ecja 
| 18. Tanac Cay 

B 18, Victora, Tac 


cxusreR vt 

1. BacdOy 11. Kato, Aan 

2 Bago ly, Negros Oocidenial 12. La Catita, Negros Occidental 

3. BaSChy Negros Occidental (13. Maina, Абал 

4. Banga, Aian” 14 Mambusao, Capiz 

5 Barac Vajo, Tolo 15. Pototan, Юй 

& Владара Negus Осе 16. Roxas Ciy, Capiz 

т. „ою 17. Sagay, Negros Особена! 

& Gumbai, ioio та San Cartos Cy, Negros Occidental 

3 oboy 19. San Jose, Миће 

40. зима бо 20. Veta Gy, Negros Occidental 
CLUSTER IX 


1. Aurora, Zamboanga dé Sur 8. Pagadian Оу Zamboanga del Sur 
2 Dipolog Cey, Zamboanga dtNote 9. San Mgusi Zamboanga del Sur 
3. tpl zombcangadel Sur 10. Sandangan, Zamboanga del Norte 
1 ‘abla Ваза. 11. Soon, Zamboanga би Noe 
5 хобм 12 Tambulig, Zamboanga dei Norte 
H 13. Zamboanga Су 

z 


1 Baingesag Misamis Oferta 30 Lore, Surigao de Norte 
2 Bueravisa, Agusan de None 11. Manbaan, Camiguin 
3 Butuan ly. Аралбай 12. Manolo Forten, Bukidnon 
4 Cagayands On Cly 15: Medina. Misamis Ofen 
5 Dapa. Sunga dé Note 14. Nast, Agusan del None 
& Gagog Ciy. Misamis Oriental 15. Oroquieta Gy, Misamis Occidental 
tan, Misamis Oren 16 Ozamis Ciy, Misamis Ocenia 
& Коди Misamis Oriental 17. Surigao Cay. Surgao del Моле 
3. Kanara, Agusan dei None 1 Tangub Сау, Misamis Occidental 
CLUSTER хи 
(anona Serves ony) 
1. Bgm Cty Larao del Nore 3. Kidapawan, Norh Cotabato 


2 Kabacan Norm Colo 4, Маан Ciy, Lanao de Sur 
"The approved budgets or a Custes are as ooms: 
Demiterial Security 


сет 622058120 P 17.800.522.32 
Савом 458122030 11.320.781.76 
[21 248322212 548023872 
Custer x 258012800 93120128 
леа 109114058 -0- 

TOTAL ртм 24558954568 


This is to be charged against the budget released or he Maltranco and Other 
Оре Expenses for бе Hal of usce, Supreme Cou 

Santora and Securty sercas shal b bid out separately. Those bidding for more 
‘han one cluster shal е separate tds for each user. 

‘ity reqarements and ва Ба forms shal be made aalate during ha Pre Bid 
Conference. Sad documents wi! be luisne Me prospective bidders aer payment ola 
‘on recti amount oi P1000.00 kor each Custer and services теу miend 1 Did for, 
1 PRE-IO CONFERENCE 

The pre bid conference fr bath Јазд and Securiy Services shal be са 14 
October 2004, 902m athe ld Session Hal, Td Floor, Supreme Cou Pade Faura 
S. Маше. 

IL” SUBMISSION OF EUGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS and OPENING OF BIDS 

Эд of ElgbMy Reqavemens and Bids fr Jantoral Senes shal be on 
25 October 200, Tuesday Irom 8:0 1o 940 am а he О Session Hal, Tad Ноо, 
Sven Сол, Padre Faura SL Mania. 

Submason рому Requrements and Bids Tor Securty Sendes лай е on 
27 Одет 2004, Wednesday, поп #0010 930 a.m. also at he Old Session Hal of 
the Supreme Court. 

'Ony те bos d везе bidders wil be opened in o presence oe bidders. The 
коем lis гей be done пуч aher ha chocung lhe eb requremerts 

"The award shai be mage по опу oa Pe bass 0 the Bid pnce but аво on he 
serene ales eme esate sien re 

“The Supreme Cot eserves Ре про ук! any oa bids or oers whch тау 
толеди to be destvenagenus ала nol benata 10 е Cou or мане any delector 
патану тегеп. 

po 


(Sod) DCA CHRISTOPHER O. LOCK 
PEE ee 


© Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 


So 


BID AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 

The BANGKO SENTRAL NG PILIPINAS (BSP) meos ABE Consutans to Apply 
o Eigty ana о Bs tor the Ateitectara and Engineering Design Consultancy 
Services lor ine folloning proposed projecis, The bid packages wit Ihe 
‘Sonesponding Approved бобда ро Contract (ABC) aro a olows 
[ Project Name A8G 

18. Proposed BSP Branch Burgin Legazpi and Napa PSIA 
20 Proposed BSF Branch Buldng п Tuguegarao РЕМ 


Tho scope of work includes among others P preperation o plans, epeclicalone. 
эла dotted плитан © include мель elec mechanical, structura, 
Srociones and communication, plumbingisantary and landscaping Works ав 
Spaced п те tems ое. 
Тре minum eigayroquromerts are as flows: 
ТО Tro te тм пазе boon ороноо ће lst nce (15) years (reckoned 
Tom be date ote lst nvertsoneruposing o хив танап) 
‘Tole must ave rendered warn ева an (1) years tectoned irom tho 
date tine feat soverisementpostng ofthis Inmaton) A & E design 
одот sers, ai least ee (3) compete now cansrcton projet ot 
лы чишә з осе шопур basa, cicnanges and Manca stuns 
ытын made з те proposed BSP расо and mus! be al o sub 
ве peformanceloraicas wo (2) 0i те required мов 
у реса 
Praec or Managing Oticer must be а Registerad Architect with at aast 
төзү гй years asperince i истис des and соогалап team 
Shon nag aen. 
Tre ey personnel shold be поднет Archies and Engine wit last 
ico 1) years сорт аропопс. 
ро он vente) must be atleast 6% owned by 
2 Fina стоп 
Браво ofa и ventre, a vald et agreement. The pin vonture must hav 
Maraea A E ano consuency srvees frat east Wwe (2 completed 
‘pect of star подове as по proposed BSP proyect 
{Tne quay cost базой evaluation procodr stipulated inthe Inplomening 
Pasas anc поразе of ВА No. 9184 shal be парома п conslany eared 
поте. 
лобу document may be cbained rom пе BAC Secreta ол $ October 
ити боо 2004 оа тамата е ot P200 OD at Room 204, 2d For 
Era Savoy Bulang и па BSP Мап Complex. A Maoni cor P, Ocampo Зи 
Mania ond must pé suomeg олу sceomptsied о те зат оса naar hen 
рл on 18 Occóer 2004 
ho provisions of Republle Act No. 8184 ала is Implementing Rule and 
Repos rie 1o o апу ond award e conc shal ap 
TBSP озеги to ight loaccoptorijec any orallbicr pats hare омео 
dolest эу malt tore, cr accep such Deor анат any рап mere o any 
ОУ whose ы are evaluated (о bo most advamagaous to BSP. 
Formermore, BSP nor Sbiged 1o componsalemcomrty te constr! or any 
О loss mal mayo cured o praparanon o1 Bc nor don рэат. 
aen awara o conoci bo mace. 


(Sad) MELPIN A. GONZAGA 
WeocChaiman 


во. Osaer © 12.220 


тырнак DAILY нама. mm 


OBMarket ніні 


ONLINE 


Ыы ERITAGE | PARK 
FORT clo 


Memorial Park 
Mortuary 
Viewing Chapels 


TEODORA MAGLALANG 
уда. de TETANGCO 


of Apalit, Pampanga 
(May 1, 1927 - October 4, 2004) 


IMA has finally come home to join TATA and together, be in 
the loving embrace of our Heavenly Father. We take comfort in the 
knowledge that IMA now enjoys her eternal reward with her Creator 
in a place where peace reigns and where pain cannot touch her. 


We will hold vigil for her at our family residence in 
San Juan, Apalit, Pampanga. She will be laid to her 
final resting place at the Apalit Catholic Cemetery 
оп Saturday, 9 October 2004 after the 3:00 p.m. mass 
at the St. Peter the Apostle Parish Church. 


Her bereaved children, Oscar and Nina, Boy, Mila, 
Pes and Toto, Say and Elma, Becs, Cyndi and ЈА 
Nicky, Lou and Кот, and Rene, her ~ 
grandchildren, sister, brothers and relatives aS 
request prayers for the eternal repose of her soul. 


Message of Thanks 


We the family of the late 


' Pacita Yap Sioco 


May 15, 1926 - September 22, 2004 


Wish to express our gratitude and appreciation 
to all our relatives and friends for being with us 
during our time of greatest sorrow. 


‘Thank you for all the prayers, flowers, mass cards, 
messages of love, concern, sympathy and 
generous donations. 


All of these we shall cherish as we keep her 
in our hearts always. 


cM. 
i 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER _ 


OBITUARIES 


An obituary with a 
picture can be a fitting 
tribute to your departed 
loved one. 


Always caring... 


INQuinER OBITUARIES 


OBITUARY 
REQUIREMENTS: 


© Copy of Death Certificate 
Ө Any identification 
document (LD.) 


WE ACCEPT 
CREDIT CARDS 
and 
bank-to-bank 
payments 


DEATH ANNOUNCEMENT e MESSAGE OF THANKS e 
DEATH ANNIVERSARY • REQUIEMS 


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2004 


RATE 
P245 per column centimeter 
(Mic sce ERI 


DEADLINE 
for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
Monday to Sunday 

12:00 noon 

Day before publication 


Message of Thanks 


For visiting us and being with us in our time of sorrows... 

For praying with us and for us... 

For the Mass cards and messages of sympathy and condolence... 
For the beautiful flowers to express compassion... 

For joining us in our nightly vigils... 

For attending the Masses ... 

For thinking of us in our hour of grief. 

For all that you have done to console our hearts... 


Our sincerest gratitude, 


From children, Jose Mario and Edita Cruz, Marilyn and Manuel Ibañez, 
Shirley Ann, and Hector and Teresita Fabros, grandchildren Hazel and Ben 
Pracht, Jay and Boogie Lagasca. Jem, Mark, Maureen and Ian Camaclang, 
Marsha, Donnie, Dax, Leslie, Chris, and Bryan and great graridchildren Jes- 
sica Pracht and Timmy Camaclang. 


DRA. ALICIA CAILIPAN 
BUNAG M.D 


of Infanta, Quezon and Los Angeles, California 


WIDOW OF DR. PRIMO BUNAG 
UP MEDICINE CLASS OF 1942 
157 WOMAN DOCTOR OF INFANTA.QUEZON 


peacefully passed into the loving arms of the Lord last August 26, 2004 
Please continue to remember her in your prayers. 


aine а 


$ EMMANUEL M. CELIS [^ 


Peacefully joined his Creator 
‘on September 29, 2004 
at the age of 58. 


COL. DANIEL CUTARAN TANTION, SR. 
ect 240 PCAGSC) 


etel Мина prie sn omer and cat 
‘Syrah vid жы ep vatem акты 
ther шс of essen 


wife Lumen; children Charmie, Mark, 
Jay and Justine; his Parent Josefina, brothers and sisters 
Riza, Willie, Cynthia and Jun, and other relatives and 
friends request the pious readers for their prayers for the 
‘eternal repose of his soul. 

His remains lie in state at BF Almanza Parish Church, 
Las Piñas. 

Necrological services will be held on Tuesday 
October 5, 2004 at 1:00 p.m. BF Almanza Parish Church, 
Las Piñas City. 

Interment will be on Tuesday, October 5, 2004 at 
3:00 p.m. at Loyola Memorial Park, Sucat Parafiaque. 


«absent from 
the body to be 
present with 
the Lord." 


— 2 Corinthians 5:8 


INQUIRER 
CLASSIFIEDS 


branches are open to 
serve your Classified 


Mariae 


"Memory is a way of holding onto the persons you love, tlie person you are, 
the love ones you never want to lose.” 


The INQUIRER NATIONAL CLASSIFIEDS brings forth – Memories – a tabloid-sized supplement to 
be published on October 29, 2004 in time for the remembrance of our beloved loved ones. 


This supplement will be dedicated to pre-need plans, funeral homes, memorial parks and other 
product/services related to death care. This endeavor will give you a chance to showcase your 
product lines and the attributes that your services offer. 


Backed by the most read broadsheet in the land, this promises to 
bea most cost efficient and effective venture. 


Should you have questions please contact Ms. Adela G. Mendoza, 
Our Account Executive, at 912-9008 to 11 or e-mail us at 
agarcia@inquirer.com.ph. 


NATIONAL 


CLASSIFIEDS 


‘The Widest Reaching Classifieds 


‘Ads requirements. 


MANILA BRANCH 
GIF TAINITY BLDG., E 
896 TM. KALAW ST., ERMITA, MANILA| 
Call BABES, ERIC or GRIG at TEL. 
NO.: 827-3342 / 522-4406 


a, 


“For God so loved the world, that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 
shall not perish but have everlasting life.” 


— John 3:16 


ке 


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2004 


Portuguese film festival at 


ONE OF the highlights of this year's 
Portuguese Festival in Manila is the 
very first Portuguese film festival in 
the country, which will be held at the 
Podium Cinema 2оп Oct. 14 and 15. 
А must-see for film enthusiast, it 
will feature critically acclaimed films 
from renowned Portuguese filmmak- 


in a magical and wondrous place in 
the Azores. "Adeus Pai, the 1997 Sil- 
vèr Prize winner in the International 
Children’s Cinema Festival, will be 
shown on Thursday Oct. 14 2t9 p.m. 
“Montinho por Chegar a Casa (Dy- 
ing to Go Home)” is a fantasy fun dra- 
ma that portrays a Portuguese immi- 


* a 7 PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER _ 


People|Eventse>P roducts 


of two. It also portrays the friendship 
between a 14-year-old boy, Rui Pedro, 
son of Portuguese parents, and an 
‘African named Jacopo, who eventual- 
ly becomes his African father and 
teaches him to respect nature and 
‘African culture. This will be screened 
on Friday, Oct. 15 at 9 p.m. 


ers including a series of award-win- grant in Amsterdam who is killed in Іа “Pesadelo Cor de Rosa (Sweet 
ning films. ап accident and wakes up in a ceme- Nightmare)" by Fernando Fragata, 

Opening the filmfest is Luis Filipo tery-as a ghost. Realizing that the on- Daniel, a young British engineer 
Rocha's “Camarate”, a gripping sus- ly way he can find peace istohavehis posted in Lisbon, meets Carolina, 


pense film about the crash of a plane 
carrying Portugal's Prime and De- 
fense Minister during a presidential 
election їп 1980. Investigations begin 
and conspiracy theories abound to 
this date on whether it was an acci- 
dent or an assassination. Catch "Ca- 
marate" on Friday, Oct. 14 at4 p.m. 
Another Rocha film, “Adeus Pai”, 
tells the story of Felipe, a lonely and 
introverted 12-year-old ignored by 
his father Manuel, and ambitious and 
successful technocrat. One day, Fe- 
lipe’s dream unexpectedly comes 
true. His father walks into his son's 
bedroom and tells him they are going 
tospend theirholidays lone together 


15at7 p.m. 


bones buried in his native land, Santu 
leaves his hometown to seek help 
from his family. This collaboration be- 
tween filmmakers Carlos da Silva and 
George Sluizer is muli 
First Prize in the 1997 Film Festival of 
Holland; the Gold Name Award in the 
1997 Film Festival of Holland; and 
the Silver Prize in the 1997 Fantas- 
poro. It will be screened on Thursday, 
Oct. 14 at 1 pom. and on Friday, Oct. 


Fernando Vedrells “О Gotejar da 
Luz (Light Drops)” а film showing 
Africa, its nature, beauty, and culture 
during European colonization times. 
A love triangle will cause the murder 


his so-called dream giri, on one of 
his trips to Southern Portugal. Lit 
tle does he realize that she is fresh 
ош of prison and is about to turn 
his life into a nightmare. Catch this 
romantic comedy on Thursday, Oct. 
14 at 8 p.m. and on Friday, Oct. 15 
апрл. 

The fim festival will also feature a 
series of Portuguese short films in- 
cluding Isabel Rosa's “A Menina dos 
Meus Olbes (The Apple of My Eyes)”, 
Joao Fonseca's “Dé Alguidar ate ao 
Mar (Towards the Sea)", Pero Bap- 
tista's “O Вејо (The Kiss)", and Rac- 
quel Jancinto Nunes "Нога de Almo- 
со (Lunch Break)". The Portuguese 


warded: 


Campos new PRSP president 


‘THE NEW board of directors of the 
Public Relations Society of the Philip- 
les (PRSP), who were elected by 
virtue of an order from the Securities 
and Exchange Commission (SEC), 
has chosen Jones Campos, public re- 
lations head of Globe Telecom, as the 
new PRSP president. 

Also elected were Joe! Lacsamana, 
director of corporate communica- 
tions, Manila Water, internal vice 
president, Dante Velasco, CEO of Cre- 
ative Point, external vice president, 
Lourdes de Guzman, first VP and cor- 
porate PR head, College Assurance 
Plan, secretary, Angelito Doble, se- 
nior AVR PNB, treasurer, Dulce Festin 
Baybay, public relations head, ABS- 
CBN Foundation, internal auditor, 
and Maloli Manalastas, VP corporate 
affairs, ABS-CBN, director (PR offi- 
cer). 

‘The other members of the board 
are Rocky Dimaculangan, media rela- 


dard. 
Following 


\ 


the 
holdover president Winston Marbella 
to call for an election, the SEC inter- 
чепей and was represented at the 
polls by lawyer Kenneth Joy Quimio 
of the SEC general counsel office. 
‘The elections were attended by the 
biggest voter turnout in PRSP history. 


tions manager, Ayala Land, and 
Rochelle Hilario, corporate commu- 
nications manager, Asian Terminals. 
‘The elections were held under the 
auspices of an SEC-authorized con- 
venors group composed of 10 past 
PRSP presidents headed by PR con- 
sultant Max Edralin Jr and an elec- 
tion committee chaired by Charlie 
Agatep, CEO of Agatep Associates 
and composed of Virgilio Pantaleon, 
PR counselor of the Yuchengco 
Group of Companies, and Leonides 
Valencia, a retired PR executive and 
former president of Manila Stan- 


lure of ће 


JONES Campos 


The officers were recently induct- 
ed by Sen. Alfredo Lim. 


WATSONS OPENS 104TH STORE IN BONIFACIO GLOBAL CITY 


Watsons Philippines, Asia's largest drug store, health and 
‘beauty retailer recently opened its 104th branch at the 2nd lev- 
el of Market! Market, Bonifacio, Global City. The 450-sam out- 
let manifests visibility, accessibility and shopping convenience 
and is one of the biggest Watsons stores to date. Customers 
residing or working near the area can choose from a wide se- 
lection of products from prescription and over-the-counter 
(OTC) drugs, to toiletries, cosmetics, novelty items, candies 
and snacks. To celebrate its three years in the country, Wat- 
‘sons has raffled off two roundtrip tickets to Los Angeles plus 
pocket money this September. Watsons is targeting o Set up 
25 additional outlets before the year ends. Opening day activi- 


INTEL WINS 12 AWARDS 
Intel Technology Philippines inc, the foal subsidiary of intel Corp, 
the world’s largest chipmaker, reaped 12 awards atthe recently 
concluded 24th Quality Circles Regional Convention sponsored 
by the Quality Circles Practitioners Association Inc. (QCPA}-Picap 
Luzon chapter, a national organization composed of people from 
government, the academe, and industry sectors, that promote 
quality circles philosophy and processes nationwide, sponsored 


^ ~ 


ties included mascot appearances, Iree product samples, clinic 
‘consultation and blood pressure monitoring. Special quests 
included Tessie S. Coson. president of SM Inc, sports celebri- 
ties Vince Hizon, Richie Ticzon and Cris Bolado of the San 
Miguel All-Stars basketball team and TV/movie personality Ri- 
са Peralejo who recently launched her own ine of beauty prod- 
ucts now available at Watsons. Shown at the opening were. 
(rom lft) Grace Rivera, merchandise director, Watsons 
Philippines: TV/movie personality Rica Peralejo; Coson; Philip 
Uy, EVP. Lebecarre International Eileen de Guzman, Watsons 
Philippines operations controler and Aura Floria, finance con- 
troller, Watsons Philippines. 


the event. Intel Philippines went home with 2 бой awards and 10. 
Silver awards, further exempkfying the site's Tatak Kagalingan 
соге values of teamwork quality. productivity and creat, and 
the Filipino woridorces overall operational excellence and global 
compettveness. Snown is intel Phiippines team Eric Sim, CEP 
factory manager, Quey Arellano, CEP manufacturing manager and 
 Joytan Nadal, ste TPM manager receiving the awards. 


4 


АЗСЕМЕ from Luis Filipe Rocha's ‘Adeus Pai (Goodbye Father): 


short film series will be screened on Thursday, Oct. 14 at 4 p.m. 

‘The First Portuguese Film Festival will be held at The Podium Cinema 2 Fifth Level and is 
free of admission. It is spearheaded by the Embassy of Portugal, Icam, the Instituto Camones in 
cooperation with The Podium and Smart Communications. 


SEX-HDL, Syndrome X: 


a family affair 


THE FAMILY must be the primary unit that 
сап institute healthy lifestyle habits to over- 
‘come SEX-HDL. 

‘SEXHDL is the acronym given by Ramon 
Abarquez, professor emeritus of the Universi 
ty of the Philippines College of Medicine, to 
the known cardiovascular risk factors of 
smoking, exercise lack, hypertension, dia- 
betes and lipids or cholesterol. He stresses 
that healthy lifestyle changes should be con- 
sidered as the pillars in the treatment of obe- 
sity and other risk factors; and parents should 
set the example so these healthy habits are in- 
culcated in their children. 

Health experts are alarmed at the increas- 
ing prevalence of obesity combined with oth- 
er risk factors including diabetes, high blood 
pressure, low high-density lipoprotein (good 
cholesterol) and high triglycerides, which is 
another form of fats. This clustering of risk 
factors has been dubbed as Syndrome X, 
which has been shown to increase the risk of 
heart attacks, strokes and other cardiovascu- 
lar complications by as much as four-fold. 

The risk factors are inter-related. Excess 
weight and obesity are major risk factors for 
developing type 2 diabetes. Obese individuals 
are also predisposed to develop hypertension 
and cholesterol problems. 

thas also been hypothesized by several re- 
searchers that insulin resistance unifies the 
clustering of risk factors that mark the pro- 
gression of Syndrome X. Abarquez explains 
that insulin resistance is aggravated even 
more by obesity and physical inactivity. Those. 
who are insulin resistant have an imbalance 
in their blood lipids (blood fat), increased lev. 
el of trigiycerides, and a decreased level of 
HDL cholesterol (good cholesterol), markers, 


TESSA АТ GAUDI 


RESTAURANT OPENING 
Fashion icon and Inquirer Lifestyle colum- 
nist Tessa Prieto-Valdes and Spanish Am- 
‘bassador ignacio Sagaz were the guests of 
honor in the recent opening of the new and 
better site о! Gaudi Spanish Restaurant at 
The 4th level of Greenbelt 3, Ayala Center, 
Makati. Named after the late noted 
Barcelona-based avant-garde artist Antonio 
Gaudi the restaurant offers traditional 
‘Spanish cuisine cooked in a contemporary 
and creative manner. 


Comddap free ride 
THE BIGGEST computer industry show Comddap 
Expo Mans 2004 set rom Oct. 10 Sis expected to 
‘raw bigger crowds as organizers introduce expand- 
ой exh space, new products and series promo- 
бота! discounts, and actis. More than 30.000 
vistors reguiariy atend the annual event. Leading in- 
Фу players comprise the Computer Manutactur- 
из. Distributors, ала Dealers Association o! the 
Phiippines (Соткар) Ths year's Expo Mania edi- 
"on wi feature the latest IT products, services, and 
innovations including those developed locally. Free 
transport service to The NBC Tent begins daily at 10 
ат on day 1. Shute service leaves every 30 min- 
ies at the Ayala Center parking lot near Park Square 
Тима 630 p.m. Return trips trom tne NBC Tent 1er- 
minal эво stars at 10am a similar 30-minute in- 
tervals and ends at7:30 p.m. For etas, cal Сот 
ap Gina Dimayuga at 750-9455. 


‘Flavors of Spain 2” 

FUEGO Hotes together wih the Economic and 
Commercial Otice o tne Spanish Embassy, brings 
the “Favors of Spain 2", a Spanish ood esta to 
be heic in Fuego managed properties. namely 
Taai Vista Hotelin Tagaytay, Реа Farm Beach Re- 
sortin Davao and Cub Punta Fuego in Batangas. 
Master che! Mikel rmi trom Spain's Basque re- 
‘ion wil be Пони in especialy for te event. "Far 
‘ors of Spain 2" wil frst be heid from Oct 161031 
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Editor Aries Espinosa - 


that are similar to those of Syndrome X. 

Ina research conducted by the US Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention and pub- 
lished in the Journal of the American Medical 
Association, results showed that 22 percent of 
adults between the ages of 20 and 79 have at 
least three of the symptoms of Syndrome X. 
Locally, it is estimated that one out of five 
adult Filipinos suffers from Syndrome X. 

For most patients, Syndrome X is usually 
caused by improper nutrition, inactivity or it 
adequate physical activity, and an increase in 
body weight. It is also often seen in people 
‘who are obese than in those who have normal. 
body weight. 

Most ofthe symptoms of the syndrome can 
be treated with medications. However, most. 
physicians recommend regular exercise, 
proper diet and losing weight as the initial 
therapeutic strategy for preventing Syndrome 
X. When these lifestyle changes are no longer 
effective, а drug is prescribed to help patients 
manage Syndrome X. 

‘Orlistat is the only available fat blocker medi- 
cation that works locally in the gut to prevent 
dietary fat absorption. There аге clinical studies 
to prove that it blocks 30 percent of the dietary 
fat intake, and could lower the seven parame- 
ters in patients with Syndrome X: waist circum- 
ference, cholesterol, triglycerides, blood sugar, 
‘weight, LDL/HDL ratio and blood pressure. 

Primarily indicated for weight manage- 
ment, orlistat has recently been approved Бу 
the European Commission as a medication 
that can reduce the risk of type 2 diabetes. 
Orlistat, which is a prescription drug and 
should only be bought upon a doctors advice, 
is now also indicated for the prevention and 
treatment of Syndrome X. 


‘then at Pearl Farm 
trom Nov. 1310 30, and 
on Nov t9 it willbe 
launched t Club Punta Fuego, 
where it runs unti Nov. 30. Last 
stop wil beat Terrazas де Punta Fuego from Dec. 
1010 17. To kick ott the food fest, an exhibit of 
Spanish products followed by cocktail bue will be 
held at he Tower Club on Oct 7. For inquiries, call 
750-1999, 751-3088/89 or 750-1896/08. 


HealthGuide f; 
AFTER 10 years o! guiding famis to better health 
and better Me, Health Guide holds a heah tair rom 
Ос. 8 to 10 with the theme "A Decade о! Good 
Heath to be held at he lobby ot Grit 2, Ayala 
Center, Мака Ве in the pink of health before ће 
‘Christmas rush and avail yourselves o e free 
mecical servicos, such s bone scanning and blood 
pressure montar. A wide range ot health prod- 
tcs trom food sampling to vitamins and supple- 
ments wil be offered tor the whale ату Sponsors 
are Anene, Cum, Fros-C, PAL Sweet, Nizoral 
Cream, Antiox, Visine, Marla, Nest zero tat 
essen, Agre бани, Bonalet Coe, Decoigen, Cetin, 
Disudrin, Blue Cross, Solvay Pharma, and Kumon 
Philippines. HeahGukde is the sister publication of 
HealtToday and МОМА Babies. For more deals 
call 886-0333 loc 113 or 115. 


à 
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RP exports up 13.7 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


CHINA is poised to become the Philip- 
pines third-largest export market as re- 
ceipts rose 13.7 percent in August to 
$34 billion, from $3 billion in the same 
month last year. 

"Trade Secretary Cesar V Purisima said 
їп a statement that the growth rate in 
August was the second-highest recorded 
this year after Mays 15.3 percent. 

At the same time, month-o-month ex- 
ports increased 10 percent in August from 
$3.1 billion in July bringing export receipts 
for the first eight months to $25.25 billion.. 

China's increasing appetite for local 
goods made it the Sth biggest buyer of 
Philippine products іп August, from 8th 
place in January. 

"China will continue to be one of the 
top export markets of the countzy" Purisi- 
ma said ЧЕ this trend continues, China 
‘will become one of the country’s top three 
export destinations after US and Japan." 

Based on the August figures, Purisima 
said he was confident the country would 
posta double-digit export growth for 2004. 

“For this year, we expect our export 
growth to be at between 10 percent and 
11 percent,” he said. "We have faith in 
the capability of our exporters and in 
the marketability of our products." 

Electronics, making up 65.9 percent 
of the total export shipment, registered 
$2.25 billion or a 15.7-percent increase 
from $1.95 billion made in August last 
year 

‘Garments, which made up 6.7 percent 
of total exports, yielded $229.5 milion ог 
11.6 percent higher than $205.7 milion. 

“Our electronic and garments prod- 
ucts would continue to pace the growth 
of our export sales,” Purisima said. "But 
we have increased our efforts to develop 
other market groups so that the country 
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in August to $3.4B 


peser MN. 
WINDS OF CHANGE 


service to residents of Batan Island. 


А 180-kilowatt wind-diesel hybrid power plant 
has been put up in the windswept province of 
Batanes, the first such commercilly-operated 
system in the country. At right, Energy Secretary 
Vincent S. Perez jr. left, switches on the system 
as local government and private sector officials 
look on. The plant provides reliable electric 


would not have to rely on these two." 
Manufactured goods made up about 
90 percent of all exports in August and 
grew 16.2 percent to $3.1 billion from 
$2.6 billion in the same period in 2003. 
Income from agriculture-based prod- 


ucts turned in $156 million or 4.6 per- 
cent of total earnings. 

Other top exports were woodcraft and. 
furniture, $363 million; metal compo- 
nents, $32.4 million; cathodes and sec- 
tion of cathodes (refined copper) $30.3 


million; and fresh bananas $21.9 million. 

The United States remained the 
country’s biggest market, absorbing 
$847.9 million worth of exports, fol- 
lowed by Japan with $6679 million and 
Singapore at $260 million. 


DOF warns of perilous snags in SSS-GSIS merger 


‘THE DEPARTMENT of Finance said that 
while the proposed merger of the Social 
Security System and the Government 
Service Insurance System would be ide- 
al for the country's social security sec- 
тог, фе government must not rush into 
this undertaking until the problems 
hounding each of the state pension 
funds have been resolved. 

‘The DOF said that both the SSS and 
the GSIS should first iron out their actu- 
arial and political problems before they 
talk of merging. 

“Merging the two may be a good idea, 


Palace sets up unit to see 
finance needs of LGUs 


By Michelle V. Remo 


MALACANANG has issued an ex- 
ecutive order creating а state- 
owned corporate entity that will 
service the financing needs of lo- 
cal government units, а move 
aimed at relieving the cash- 
strapped government from the 
burden of providing budgetary 
support to LGUs. 

Under Executive Order No. 
252, the Municipal Finance Cor 
(МЕС) shall provide loan facil 
ties to LGUs, especially low-in- 
come earning ones. 

The MFC would replace the 
Municipal Development Fund Of- 
fice, which used to operate under 
the Department of Finance, and 
would funcion more as a 
provider of loans, instead of 
grants, to LGUs. 

‘The unit would also serveasan 
affiliate corporation of the Land 
Bank of the Philippines, while its 
seed money would come from the 
national government. 

‘The move to create the MFC 
followed calls from the depart- 
ments of finance and budget for 
LGUs to lessen their dependence 
on the national government amid 
the prevailing fiscal woes. LGUs 
are urged to generate funds on 
their own, such as through bond 
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issuance and increasing the rates 
of local taxes, to fully shoulder 
expenses for projects and pro- 
grams that are local in nature. 

Budget Secretary Emilia Bon- 
codin during the Senate hearing 
оп the proposed 2005 national 
budget last week said that the na- 
tional government intended to 
fully implement the devolution of 
expenditure for local programs 
and projects to LGUs, as stated un- 
der the Local Government Code. 

But some LGUs still depend 
heavily on the national govern- 
ment for the funding of their ba- 

Ina presentation to the Senate, 
Boncodin said that except from 
the internal revenue allotment 
(IRA), the MFC would be the only 
conduit for funds needed by 
LGUs. This way, the national gov- 
ernment would be spared from 
having to shell out money from 
its coffers to rescue LGUs in need 
of financing. 

The move to reduce depen- 
dence of LGUs on the national 
government is part of the govern- 
ments belttghtening measure 
to close down the gaping budget 
deficit and ballooning debt, 
which if left unsolved, would 
spell out a full-blown fiscal crisis 
for the country. 


but political willis needed to pursue that 
because, for now, the government has 
more pressing problems to address,” Fi- 
nance Undersecretary Jeremias Paul 
said in an interview. “Transition is need- 
ed before they can be merged.” 

‘According to Paul, one of the issues 
the government needs to address be- 
fore it can even consider merging the 
pension funds is the harmonization of 
the benefits and contribution structure 
of the SSS and the GSIS. 

He said there could be difficulty in 
harmonizing the structure of the two 


pension funds because their policies 
‘concerning contributions and payment 
of benefits vary greatly. 

‘The GSIS, which services state employ- 
ees, requires higher contributions from its 
members than what the SSS requires 
from йз own. Contribution by an SSS 
member is only set at 9.5 percent of his or 
her salary credits, while a GSIS members 
contributionis set at 21 percent. 

‘Also, the SSS is facing a more immedi- 
ate funding problem than the GSIS. Data 
from its annual report showed that SSS 
would be forced to use its reserves by 


2008 and that its funds would be deplet- 
ed by 2015 if premium payments would 
not be raised. The GSIS, on the other 
hand, claimed that йз fund would last 
for another 30 to 35 years without an in- 
crease in contributions. 

Paul cited the World Bank studies on 
the feasibility of merging the SSS and 
the GSIS conducted in the 19905. While. 
the World Bank initially recommended 
a merger, it later on backtracked, saying 
that each of the pension funds has to be. 
stable before a merger becomes ideal. 
Michelle V Remo 


Int'l credit 
agencies warn 
of RP ratings 
downgrade 


INTERNATIONAL credit rating agencies 
had warned the government that the 
country's rating could be downgraded if 
no new tax measures were passed in 
Congress, according to Trade Secretary 
Cesar V. Purisima. 

Purisima yesterday told the delegates 
to the 30th Philippine Business Confer- 
ence at the Manila Hotel that this was 
the message from representatives of 
Fitch Ratings, Moody's Investors Ser- 
vice, and Standard and Poor's Ratings 
Services. 

Purisima joined a government mission 
that made the rounds of international 
capital markets in New York, London, 
Singapore and Hong Kong. 

“They (ratings agencies) told us that if 
there were no new tax (measures), the 
Philippines would suffer a downgrade 
which (could) result in the drying up of 
financial support from international 
markets," Purisima said. 

Malacafiang has lined up several pro- 
posed tax measures to raise some P80 
billion a year for the next six years. 

Latest data showed that Moody's gave 
the country a rating of*Ba2," while Fitch 
and Standard and Poor's both submitted 
a "BB" rating. 

Moody's "Ba" rating means that an in- 
vestment would "have speculative ele- 
ments" since repayment of the debt is 
not considered well assured. 

The agency affixes to the rating the 
numbers 1 to 3, with one being the high 
end and 3 the lowest. 

Similarly, Fitch's and Standard and 
Poor's ratings meant that the country 
was investment grade. This means that 
investments made are speculative, with 
the possibility of credit risks. 

Only last July, Standard and Poor's al- 
so downgraded the peso's rating from 
“BBB” to "BBB-." 

The agency cited potential risks of 
large government debts, coupled with a 
“shallow capital market.” 

Ronnel W. Domingo 


Plana. 


retiring 


Both the government and 
United Nations statistics place 
some 250,000 Filipino nurses 
working abroad. 

Baguio-based universities have 
noted a consistently high enroll- 
‘ment numbers in their nursing 
courses. Based on the latest sur- 
vey, many schools have noted а 
trend for enrolling middle-aged 
professionals, some of whom are 


seeking nursing jobs abroad. 


BAGUIO CITY—Instead of pre- 
venting nurses and health work- 
ers from seeking work abroad, 
the government should instead 
try to attract people in need of 
medical attention into the coun- 
пу, officials of the Personnel 
Management Association of the 
Philippines said. 

‘This market has been success- 
fully mined by 
medicine practitioners, partic 
larly the controversial faith 
healers, between 1978 and 
1995, the PMAP said. 

‘But now the country should 
sell itself as а destination for 
mainstream medical tourism as 
it boasts some of the best medi- 
cal specialists in the world, said 
РМАР managing director Gerry 


alternative 


He 


economy. 


officials 


Oscar Contreras, PMAP presi- 
dent and Ayala Corp. m: 
director said restricting migrant 
work for medical professionals 
may not be feasible. 
зай the 
mandatory requirement for li- 
censed doctors and nurses to 
practice in the provinces is al- 
ready a reasonable prerequisite. 

for overseas work. 
Plana said migrant work was 
one of the many options open to 
ino workers in a globalized 


Tourism officials said a vari- 
ant of the PMAP proposal had 
been introduced before as a 
health care project. 
During a visit to Baguio last 


Not feeling well? Go to RP PMAP tells ailing foreigners 


By Vincent Cabreza 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau. 


ing 


three-year 


destinations. 


however. 


the right dire 


these work. 


details,” he said. 


year, President Macapagal- 
Arroyo proposed the creation 
of retirement villages that 
would appeal to America 

European and Japanese citi- 
zens seeking to migrate го 
pristine, tropical retirement 


The Deparment of Tourism 
has yet to receive executive di- 
rectives to pursue the concept, 


Contreras said Ms Arroyo's 
job-generating projects were "in 

but he noted 
she has so far been unable to 
provide mechanisms to make 


“We're here to provide those 


PMAP will be presenting to 
the President a national human 
resource agenda during its 41st 
annual conference here as a 
guidepost for generating be- 
tween six million and 10 million 
new jobs before 2010, 

It includes, among other 
things, a proposal for correcting 
the gap between the labor force 
and actual employment oppor- 
tunities in the country, Contr- 
eras said. 

He said that part of the labor 
imbalance is caused by the edu- 
cationsystem's fixation on train- 
ing employees, This accounted 
for the high rate of professionals 
migrating abroad to seek em- 
ployment, he said. 

Contreras said the country’s 
labor pool has started to reflect 
the erosion of the quality of the 
education system. 

Out of 100 applicants at call 
centers nationwide, only three 
make the grade, he said. Most 
applicants fail the сай center in- 
dustry’s high English literacy re- 
quirement. 

He said 40 percent of appli 
ants to the country’s top corpo 
rate firms drew poor results in 
the mandatory 10 examina- 
tions. 

‘And yet this same labor pool 
has been a sufficient source for 
overseas work, he noted. 
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The FitAm idol arrives in 
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We've got it all 


Fat-Loss Questions? 


For Effective Fat Removal, Ask Our Marie France Doctor 


{| Find ош what you need to know about fat loss with the help of our Marie France physician Dr. ‘Ariel Torre 
QQ, what are the risks of fat-reducing surgery? removed. If that's the case, then why not skip the surgery and go straight to 
oe 
Will I still become fat again after that? improving their health habits instead? At Marie France, there are no invasive 


АЙ. Since the advent of fat-reducing surgery, many studies have been published procedures that сату the critical risks of operation. Our treatments simulate what 
fegarding its long-term, post-operative effect. The procedure still carries possible ^ would normally occur in exercise which is the burning of calories The advantage 
risks and complications: localized infection, muscle or nerve damage, blood and is that there is no associated hunger after the treatment as compared to doing 
fluid loss among others. After the operation, you might suffer from these effects strenuous exercise, 

for quite some time: painful bruises and swelling, unsightly healing of the skin 

and an uneven contour. It's not even worth it if you revert to your unhealthy What women say about Marie France: 

practices (overeating with no physical activity) after the surgery because your fat "\ never considered fat-reducing surgery because some of my friends went 
problem will surely return. That's why surgeons educate their post-operative through that but regained their fat. With Marie France, value their way of becoming - 
Patients on how to lead a healthier lifestyle so theywontregainthefatthatwas апа staying slim safely.” - Carmi Martin, actress/interior design consultant — . 


И our hotline at 894-BODY (2639) and set an appointment for a FREE CONSULTATION. 
so EE RET SERIE SS RR СЫ meni ice 


For more details on Marie France's sli 


ing programme, 
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"Поме Filipino food. | love dinuguan! | eat 


bagoong with mango, and my favorite 


dish is sinigang na hipon’ 


From page Cl 


Sous kein Нанай where both the 
governor and the mayor declared а Ў 
Заре Tas Day afer her honor (he. 
day she arrived, that jah the P 
power vested upon me, | therefore аб 
declare today, Oct. 6, 2004, as Jas- 

ine Trias ay. 

Sohow Ше after “American do!” 

Life is... great! It’s a lot of hard work—I had 
al these things in the Philippines, ll these en- 
dorsements that 1 had to do while on tour. It 
vas prety hectic. But itsa lot of fun. tke work 
Because dt keeps me up there. К keeps my 
dream alive—life has been really great. 

‘Do you know the scope of your endorse- 
ments—do you know how extensive they 
tre? What are your expectations coming to 
the Philippines for the frst time? 

havent been to the Philipines аай. [dont 
really know what the people are like there—ex- 
cept for my family in Hawaii and the mainland, 
and that's it. So I don't know how it's gonna be. 
But Fm very excited, 

"ou were singing and speaking Pip 
your latest commercials. You sang the “Love 
Ko То” McDonalds jingle, "Kailangan Ko'y 
Там" in Smart, and you speak Filipino in 
our Bench commercial. ТЗ all over televi- 
ped 

Oh my God—really?! See, I don't even know 
these things! сап speak—(makes a little effort, 
and with a hint of American twang, 
Say) "puede akong magsalita, konti lang? 
but (laughs) I can understand pretty 
well. 
So how Filipino are you? |х 
1 love Filipino food. 1 love din- V: 
артап 1 eat dinuguan! And I eat ba- 
goong with mango, and my favorite «27 В. 
К Чиопе па hipon. My mom 2 
cooks it for us—she's a great cook. She 
cooks all these Filipino food for me, and I think 
thats a big part of i. was around my mom a 
Jor and she was raised very wadtonally so 
she taught me the culture and how it was 
growing up Filipine. 

Immediately when you and Camile Velas- 
co got into he top 12 in "American dol" it 
was front page in the papers. Do you realize 
howbig that was? 


sel 


vi 


Ic blows my mind! Its beyond my imagina- 
tion. Thave no knowledge of the country, except 
for my culture and who lam. 

What are your plans now that you are 
coming to the Philippines for the first time? 

1 wanna shop! Ive heard there are great 

malls there. Г heard the fashion there is 

great—and I love fashion, you know, 

buying a lot of different stuff, and so 

Tm prey excited about that. But well 
see if we have time for that, coz its 
not on my schedule. But Гт gonna 
my to do everything in the less- 
than-two weeks that 1 wil be in © 
Manila 

Everyone wants piece of Jasmine 
Trias! 

My schedule is pretty busy—exactiy! 

"Three days for McDonalds, three days for 
Smart, three days for Bench. And then Ihave to 
make appearances in MTV, "ASAB" "Rated K,” 
and you know, ай that other stuff. 1 don't even 
know the others. 

How about an album? К 

‘Analbum? I don't know when its coming Gut 
yet, we havent started working on it. But | am 
aiming for a pop-sou! direction. Сог I fee! that | 
have a very deep tone in my voice and I think 
its more “souly” not "popish, like Brimey 
Spears. Irs more like Alicia Keys, Christina 
‘Aguilera, with a deep tone—and 1 think I can 
pul itof 

‘This Saturday, Alicia Keys has a 
concert in Manila. 

Twanna go there! I think have tick 
ets. I think I have access passes. She's 
ту favorite. 1 love Alicia Keys, I love 
her, 

How was your experience in the 
competition? 

А lot of pressure. Very in- 


a 
et 
tense. A wholly differ- 
ent game for me. Td 


Р 
~ 2e 
и ЈЕНИ“ 
=” tions before in Hawaii 
№ but you sing in front of only 20 
* people. 

But this was in front of the whole 
nation, and as I found out, of the world. 
So that was a lot of pressure, plus 
fie was sapport те, Ше, 100 
percent, and so | had the pressure 
ЕЕ 

po aw Yasin лет 
heard Wa date was that? 

There are actually two Jasmine Days. 
1 think is the day I arrived back (in 


I 


£y 


Hawaii). I think it was like May something--1 
don't even know: But the two days that I was 
there—one day was a Jasmine Trias Day from 
the governor, and one was from the mayor 165 
pretty cool 
‘That alone is a legacy for your future kids 
and the next generation. So when you're a 
lola already, you and your whole clan can 
celebrate Jasmine Trias day! 
Itis such an honor, I have been so blessed. 
(Smiles) 
‘Talking about fashion—the orchid, is that 
partof your own styling? 
My flower? Yes, in Hawaii actually, its part of 
Hawaiian culture to wear flowers on the ear. I 
Was representing Hawaii and Гл the Hawai- 
jan giri o you know, that's why I had it. It 
really wasnt a fashion thing, but it 
became a fashion thing because of 
У the show. 
But you took it off? 
1 took it off because I wanted people 
to see me without the flower I think ev- 
erybody in the show grew as a person, physical- 
Jy, mentally and vocally And so everybody had 
their own image. Everybody started creating 
their own image. And 1 had the flower for the 


WHILE in town, the Pinay 
idol will be busy with 
commercial shoots and 
Тү apperancas. 


around my 
mom a lot. 
She was 
raised very 
traditionally, 
so she 
taught me 
the culture 
and how 
itwas 
growing up 
Filipino’ 
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first half, and then all ofa sudden I grew to be... 
Jasmine Trias! Not the Hawaiian girl from 
Hawaii Tm stil from Hawaii, but now 1 want 
people to know me as Jasmine Trias. 

So you saw Filipina girls wearing the 
flower. 

| saw them wearing the big ones! I saw them 
wearing the sunflower on their hair! (Smiles) 
"That was so funny! It was called ‘Jasmanial” It 
was on "ASAP" and I was watching TFC back 
home. My mom would always watch and су 
while watching soap operas, like "Maalaala Мо 
Kaya..." And I saw a little clip of Vina Morales 
singing with a big lower on her ear, That was 
really cute! 

"Who do you want to meet when you get to 
Manila? 

Regine Velasquez. I think she'sa great singer. 

You guys should sing together. 

That would really be awesome. And Vina 
Morales, I think she's really awesome. Pops Fer- 
nandez, Martin Nievera... Before lot of people 
were teling me that look ike Jolina (Magda 
за). She's cool. I wanna meet everybody that 
Possibly can. 

When you shot your Smart commercial, 
did you understand the song? 

Yup, it means I need you, | need you herojn. 
my life. “Kailangan koy ikaw, dito sa bulay 
Ко^—1 understand pretty well. 1 saw it, and 
was like—"That's me?!" (Wide-eyed) 

When 1 was shooting it, T felt like such а 
star—because the camera was in front of me, 
had a clean screen behind me, the fan was 
blowing in my face, T was just singing, and I was 
Бе нони I really felt like a superstar! 

Because you are a superstar! 

їс really hasn't hit me yet. 125 still surreal for 
me because even if Tve been doing it for so long 
and Tve had so many things going on, it still 
feels like... 

Ав for a career in the Philippines, l'm sure 
you will be bombarded with movie, record 

and TV deals. How will you handle all 


37 these now that you are starting a US ca- 


reer? 

Twanna do itll. wanna do it. La’ 

see how i works out, Flipinos are a 

very loyalaudience. Inthe US, 

оле youre gone, youre 

gone. Im gonna be working 

on my album in LA, and ds 

tribute К thee and in the 

Philippines. Hopefully 

iny d gonna be every 

E SS there as long as T possibly 

RDA SUP `$ сап because this career is 
95 


С 
Ses what I really want, its what 
Tve been dreaming about 
all my lie. 
And 10 years бой 
now, I hope to be do- 
ing the same thing! 


yk e 
«А5 


seconds, a bad makeup artist in one. I just. 

take one peek at their makeup base col- 

lection: а one-foundation-shade-fis-all-skin- 
tones technique instantly turns me off 

Same goes for those who think that cake 
foundation is the only option as far as creating 
а flawless canvas for color is concemed. Word 

“Sito these "makeup artists": Throw away that 
‘ecade-old compact already and save women 
from ай over from looking like siopaos in pho- 
tos! 

The art of the makeup base is tricky and 1 
think 1 know why very few people take time 
and effort to perfect it. A face is, after ай, still 
“bare” after foundation is applied, and makeup 
is supposed to be about color. What most peo- 
ple dont realize is how an imperfect base сап 
significantly rob those blues, greens, pinks and 
reds of their impact. 

Ts time to leam the фазе је and here are 
my top picks. These prods are all you'll ever 
need for а flawless pre-makeup face—or at 
Teast the illusion of one. 

Consider this your lineup: Foundation 
primer, foundation, concealer and powder. De- 
pending on your skin type and the clarity of 
your complexion, your kit may require just one 
or all of these. Study your bare complexion 
and use what you need. Because while a good 
base must be worked on, no one wants to see 
layers of products where they shouldn't be. 
Prime picks. 

Use primers if you tend to tum 
greasy—there are formulas with oil-control 
properties. Most primers have great skincare. 
benefits, too, so make the most of the winners 
available in the market today. 

Shu Uemura UV Underbase. There are 
days when this is all 1 need after my skincare 
regimen. This cooling mousse gives my face an 
extra toning and leaves it feeling fresh and 
smooth. It doesn't leave you looking harshly 
matte. Youll love the dewy finish that goes 
perfectly well with just a hint of cheek stain 
and gloss. This is your best bet when you want 
something more polished than just tinted 
‘moisturizer 

‘Maybelline UV White Base. А really, really 
light facial lotion that almost feels like mois- 
turizer. While it doesn’t give much coverage on 
its own, it does a pretty good job of making 
regular foundation work better—the results 
are always smoother and more flawless when 
this is used in synergy with either liquid or 
powder foundations. It has SPR and the skin- 
care benefits give all skin types a great boost. 


Concealer cheat 
sheet 

Ah, everyone's fa- 
vorite product! If your 
skin doesnt tum 
schizo (read: makes 
any kind of makeup 
slide off it in the mid- 
dle ofthe day), you can 
live on concealer. This 
is a definite godsend 
for those with less 
than-perfect eye areas 
(read: me). 

Shiseido Те 
Makeup Duo Con- 
cealer Compact. Iwill 
not—and 1 ге 
peat—not allow my- 
Self to attend an event 
where cameras will be 
licking left and right 
without even а 
smidgen of this prod- 
uct on my face. This is 
the most photogenic 
concealer Гуе ever 
come across, as it 


I CAN spot a good makeup artist in two. 


me in white, yellow, 
Ted, green, blue and 
rainbow-colored light 
ing, and 1 will gladly 
flash you a pieture-per- 
fect smile—jus be- 
cause 1 know that if a 
snapshot was indeed 
being taken, I wouldn't 
have to worry about 
concealer spots ap- 
pearing on my face. 
SMASHBOX ‘The two shades jn all 
Diffusion Wand compacts can һе 

mixed-and-matched to 
your exact skin color, so don't worry about hav- 
ing to change concealers when уоште tan or 
paler than usual. 

‘Smashbox Diffusion Wand. Lets stay on 
the topic of photogenic products. Ifyou have 
bad undereye circles, you are one of three 
things: Uncle Fester's distant relative, an in- 
somniac, or Lora Gahol. And when l'm hav- 
ing the worse dark-cirele day, 1 use the dual- 
ended concealer wand from Smashbox. The 
deceiving yellow end smoothens and “wakes 
up” the area even before the main event. 165 
technology at its finest—and my eye area at 
itsbest 


Foundation: found! 

Foundation is just а fancy term for all prod- 
ucts falling under the Perfect-Your-Skin catego- 
ry, but since there are heavy-duty ones avail- 
able on makeup counters, I might as well share 
my best choices. 

‘Maybelline Clear Smooth Foundation. 
‘The cheapest, most economical one that re- 
ally works, especially for young skin that 
needs help in the coverage department. 1 
use it with a damp sponge when 1 eel like. 
being extra clear and smooth, but the gel 


 one—they're the best tools, trust me. 


Perfect powder 

Now that you've evened everything out and 
covered what needs to be covered, seal the 
deal with a good loose powder. Don't just settle 
Tor your of compact applied wah a Мыйз 
Joose powder particles are much finer and re- 
ally. set your foundation. Tote around that 
‘compact for touch-ups, instead. 

Maybelline Pure Stay Loose Powder. 
Ais, би going ке the erable one dat 
does the job. My favorite shade is Pure Cameo, 
which more tike а translucent powder be 
Я ame goes wit my skin vone cea when Га 
Eie 
ушт : 

ier. 3 my face off with a brush end allow the pow- 

Skin Allison Rafaelle Reality Base. The rs 
beat SOME DQUT sation ent fee = der to settle for а few seconds before I do this. , 
consistency among ай other quid formulas _yaybeine at POK Shu Uemura at Rustan’; MAYBELLINE Pure Stay Loose Powder 
Ош there. I's easy to blend and adjusts wellto skis Allison Највеће and Smashbox at Beauty (above) and Shu Uemura UV Underbase 


d 
SHU UEMURA , 


Lora 
Gahol 


your owm skin tone, so theres no need to iit- Bar, Shiseido = : 
ее Ot EM DII EDI. (right) 
bit Use your fingers when using this fmailtheauthoratlora_gahol@yahoo.com 3: 


MosingksbasaLOGIC? 
Бае азимат, 


"monens Mas Maraming 
icc Flavors! 


|-- 2: The one who likes 
=>, dalandan owns Fru-fru 
> the fusa. 

E 3. Chong is allergic to 
grapes and was once 

* rushed to the hospital 
by his crush (dyahe!). 
The owner of Ninja the 
ga Turtle lives to the right 
of thé guy who drinks 


"Royal Tru-Grape for 
breakfast! = 


5. The guy who likes 
orange is duwag of 
Fru-fru the fusa and lives 
as far from him as 
possible. 

6. The first house is — 

` ^ orange. . ~ 

7. А lives to the left of the 
guy who can drink 3 
Royal Tru-Dalandans in 
one sitting! 

8. Chong lives in the last 
house. L 

9. The guy who lives in the. |: 
green house loves to eat 
dalandan except the j 
buto...(pait!) 


kuha nyo па? Dall! Emad 
ansvar o oyotavors weht com. 


- Furst 20 to gett 
stupendi ROYAL TAU FRUITS * 
packt 
Yan ang TRU! 


The Lion 
City's 
leading 
universities 


offer 
П 


innovative 
Ways of 
learning 
and 
surviving 
the 
pressures 


of real life 


“Start Your Own Business, 


Be an ENTREPINOY" program, 


together with UP-ISSI 


Textand photos by Ruth Navarra. 
Contributor 


that the top honcho of a com- 
pany listed in Forbes Maga- 
| zine as one of the most successful 
in 2003 wants to talk about your 
future. 

Не wants to know if you're qualified to be 
part of his team. In fact, he thinks you're so 
promising that heil even go out of his way to 
interview you at the convenience of your own 
school 

Heli be therein an hour's time 

Great. Just when you're wearing a shirt 
you chose for comfort, not elegance. Your 
Jeans, stylish as they may seem for a casual 
Walk in the park, is a bit tacky for an allim- 
portant meeting. Let's not even get to your 
Shoes. 

You consider your options. You could run 
home, feign sickness and ask for a reschedule. 
Or you could go to the Finishing Room and 
blow top man away with your confidence and 
grace under pressure 

"The Finishing Room is one of Singapore 
Management University (SMU)'s unique fea- 
tures. It's a room where there's a choice of ele- 
ant shoes, corporate get-up and makeup that 
Students can borrow for scenarios much like 
this one. 


F IVE minutes ago you learned 


before you get out of school. Thats why it 
sends out students resumes to different com- 
panies before they graduate. 

Thus, irs not unusual for human resource 
personnel from so-and-so-company to con- 


1 


‘Defining the 
Geka ips 


Ap Gama, 


Eh 


Linking the-Batings) to the Global Village, 


aNewiChallenges for che Filipino Youth 


October 27, 2004 8004 to 5:00 мм 
Henry Lee iwin Theater, Aleneo de Manda University 


Sen. Francs Pangilinan 


SMU believes that networking beginseven 7. 


TA о 
‘THE 40-ROOM SHA Vila is the learning center of Shatec, the international hi 


а 


IMPROMPTU performances or not, La Salle-SIA’s stu 
their best. 


HUSH! Do you hear the difference in the timbre? In the music room of La Sal 
SIA, every note counts. 


igner, you must first know how t] 


Foran хитом a 
посао it 


‘Grace Nono 
p 


‘Ambeth Ocampo. 


Ruel S. De Vera. 
d 
Sen. Mar Roxas 


Mon Isberto 


Mon Lizardo 


ALGER Lim smiling shyly in his Ateneo 
shirt and shores 


TO SURVIVE in Singapore, Filipino stu- © 
dents had to do major adjustments in their 
lifestyles. And we're not just talking about 
what direction to look when crossing the 
road (Singapore's a right-hand drive coun- 
чу). 

Alger Benedict Lim, a student of Singa- 
pore Institute of Management (SIM), says 
theres been а 180-degree turn from his 
regular Manila life. 

"4 stopped drinking when 1 began study- 
ing in Singapore. It wasn't a choice. Alco- 
holic drinks here are so expensive, he 
shares. Bowling, billiards and movies every 
Saturday constitute his recreational activi- 


es. 

Alger comes from an affluent Chinese 
family in Manila. But in Singapore, he leads 
an ordinary life, riding the MRT, LRT and 
buses. After the Sunday Mass, he walks оп 
Orchard Road without fear, It is an exercise 
he says he sorely misses whenever he's in 
ки 

“My mom worries for my safety when tm 
im the Philippines,” he says. “I intend to 
take advantage of my freedom here. 

His smali room, shared with another stu- 
dent in the Stamford overseas student resi- 
dence, is а far cry from what he's used to. 
He opens his laptop on the bed because the 
smal desk is too cluttered fori. 

Meanwhile, Caryle "Kay" Aguilar from 
La Salle-SIA has a part-time job at a local 
TV channel to earn part of her allowance. 

She no longer gets distracted with the 
number of malls in Singapore. She says the 
longer you stay, the more the novelty of | 
shopping loses its appeal. 

Quincy Teofisto, Kays flatmate and 
schoolmate, shares that his biggest chal- 
lenge to fit in was adjusting his accent, "You 
can't use too much *r” in your sentences," 
he says. 

The two students are recipients of a 


grant from the Singaporean government. DANCIN 
То live comfortably, they say, means allot- 
ing at least 55800:551,500 a month on ex- 
penses 

Text and photos by Ruth L. Navarra 


students 
things to: 
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restaurants—the Rosette and Petals. There, 


‘As far as hotel and restaurant services are 


Well, if you're the misunderstood artist and 
everybody tells you that different spices glued 
together is junk, not art, better pack your bags 


school specializing in contemporary arts, La 


make you a lesser artist. Therefore, the 
school's curriculum tries not to put bound- 


who are serious about acting and dancing. It's 


Now, that's something you wouldn't ordinari- 


Visit www. singaporeedu.go.sg. 
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; FINE dining courtesy 
‚ of Shatec students 


lents prepare everything for the guests. 


concerned, Johanna Toh, Shatecs manager of 1 

marketing communication, is happy to note | 

that the school produces students who are 1 

ready to work pronto, so theres no need for i WILL you dare to 

companies to retrain them. IH wear ther on the 
} streets! Some of the 

Art sanctuary à clothes designed by 
| the students опа 
à 


gotola Salle-SIA. 
lere, you can spend your days designing 


fonts that would be tagged as "art" As a 


E 


le-SIA knows that technology does not 


son what you can бо. 
ће school also offers a degree in Perform- 
Ars and integrated studies for people 


Ш course, so you will get a diploma after. 


EUG више eee NO, it's nota hotel lobby, it’s the Singapore 


Institute of Management's student lounge. 


tel and tourism college in Singapore. 


duct interviews inside the SMU campus. In 
fact, the students are trained for such a situ- 
Е 
He иаша ef bes and manage 
ны 


Performance-based school 
Meanwhile, at the Singapore Institute of 
Management (SIM), students are pampered 
with Billiard tables, dart boards and a mini 
2 soccer table right on campus. But the school 
means business with its unique curriculum. 
"We have subjects that are project-based. We. 
have no lectures and exams on those subjects, 
‘but 100 percent of our grades come from the re- 
sult of our performance,” says Alger Lim, the 
first and only Filipino student in SIM. 
Tn Developing Professional Practice, for ex- 
3 ample, a student offers his free services to a 
company. The company must present a cur- 
rent problem and the student will have to do 
the research for them to come up with a feasi- 
ble solution. 


j «P ac with many companies Sin- 
A 


у gapore having previous experience with SIM 
увез, it's easy for them to get an intern- 

‘hip. 105 also gratifying when the companies 
follow the recommendations the students 
present. 

"But it's hard. 1 only have four subjects this 
semester, but spend six days a week in school 
todo research,” says Lim, 

Оп some subjects where the students do 
have lectures and exams, coffee, tea and 
snacks are made available in the classrooms 
for free. А 


Culinary bastion 

АП those perks are fine, but if you think 
you'd rather wield a spatula than a calculator 
then Shatec just might be the campus far you. 

în this school, "А-а in the grade in your 
card—is not important. Instead, it wants 
good "Nas in atitude” from йз stu 
dents. 

А center of excellence for culinary ars, 
Shatec trains students in two fine dining 


РС, З: 


ies Caryle Aguilar and Quincy Teofisto have to 
-time to make ends meet. 


their way to the top. Jay Езрайо and Red 
лаге part of the first batch of Performing Arts 
La Salle-SIA. Their teachers have only good 
ay about the two. 
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Pigs WHATEVERTHINGS Show Host Contest’ now. "Wow" us with your craziest, most off the wall "whatever" idea. 
And it anocks vs ОН our seats, you get to compete with other crazy foks и the national па оп October 16, 2004 athe ioretta 4, 
‘Choma lobby, дува Canter, Макай Сау you win, you could end up a tha regional finals in China. Beat out your competitors as tho 
‘Cazes! one n Asa and you'll team up with Edison Chen (esto host the MTV Whatever Things programme. What are you waiting tor? 
Lors do this ng 


* gre TO nent 


мезпте: wewntasiacom EMAL: whalovertings@miv-aaia.com SNAIL MAL: MTV WhateverTHings Show Hest Contest, 1698 Makati Central Post Office, 


1258 Makati Cty, Philippines 
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RAMON Christopher, Richard 
Gutierrez and TonTon Gutierrez 
рь, Partidpatedintheevent. 4 
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REWARDS 


The wild chase is on for Inquirer's Guyit: 


Look for the specially-marked Guyito coupon in the pages of Inquirer. 
Cut out, put your name, address and signature. Drop at designated drop 
boxes for a shot at your most wanted rewards! 


Join the fun as Inquirer celebrates 19 exciting years of giving Filipinos. 
по less than balanced news and fearless views. 


Hunt from September 27 to December 14, 20041 


Seo posters and print ads for more detalis. 
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d Text and photos by | Victorio 


ZbU! Correspondent 


heat and passion fired up the tracks of 

Speedzone, a world-class carting race 
track in Taguig. As the last leg of a series of 
events to launch Nivea's new line of skin care 
for men, the celebrity carting challenge gath- 
егей the country’s top celebrities from show 
bizand polities. 

With sweat all over my body, I headed to- 
ward the registration area quickly to sign up. 
But had to stay а few more minutes since my 
пате wasn't on the guest list. To top it all, the. 
reception people weren't a bit receptive. The 
matter was cleared up soon, thanks to the 
Fuentes publicity group. 

Inside the comforts of the press and celebri- 
ty area, 1 settled down to compose myself. 1 
found myself amid actors, actresses and spon- 
sors. 

Present were Sen. Mar Roxas, who was lat- 
er cheered by news anchor Korina Sanchez, 
Rep. Francis Escudero, Miles Roces and Albert 
Garcia, Richard Gomez, who was joined by 
his wife Lucy and daughter, Anjo Yllana, Pao- 
Jo Araneta, Dingdong Dantes, Dominic 
Ochoa, Albert Martinez, Mare Nelson, Troy 
Montero, Brad Turvey, Geoff Rodriguez, KC 
Montero, Mare Abaya, Paolo Paraiso, Gary 
Estrada, Bobby Andrews, Derek Ramsey, Еру 
Quizon, Joey Marquez, Paolo Valenciano, 
Tonton Gutierrez, international singer Keith 
Martin, Ramon Christopher, Richard Gutier- 
rez, Arnel Ignacio, Bernard and Mico Palanca 
and David Bunevacz. 

Female participants included Dyan 
Castillejo, Agot Isidro, Raven Villanueva, Pa- 
rica Javier, Jackie Forster, Diana Zubiri, 


IE WAS a flaming Friday at The Fort. The 


Sheree, LJ Moreno and Phoemela Barranda. 


Livening up the event were hosts Martin Niev- 


ега and Jackie Castillejo who both fired up 


the stage with their antics. 

Flag girls Jen Rosendahl, Asia Agcaolli and 
Katrina Hernandez fired up the pit stop with 
their sexy bodies. 

Ta the audience were Gary Valenciano, My- 
lene Dizon, Geneva Cruz, with son Heaven, 
‘Ann Curtis, G Tóngi and Цей Martinez. 

The events biggest winner was Paolo Va 
lenciano, of team Nivea Sun. He finished 
first. 

Covering the event was a challenge. Wit- 


| nessing every event and at the same time try- 


ing to chase every moment worth capturing in 


GLOWING giris—courtesy of Nivea. 
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is 


PATRICIA Javier with Keith Martin. 


my digital cam was an arduous task, but 
thanks to people from the Fuentes public rela- 
tions team, 1 didn’t feel exhausted at the end 
of the night. 

We capped the night with a round of cold 
beer and enjoyed a performance by Side A. At 
the end of the day, some came home with tro- 
phies and prizes, others were empty-handed. 
But because of the fellowship and the good- 
will, it seemed everyone came home a win- 
пег 

Speedzone at The Fort is open everyday ex- 
cept Monday, 3 p.m. to 12 midnight. 


Gary 
Valenciano’s 

Џ 

са, son Paolo 

% won the 

race, but 
with the new 
friendships 
built, 
everyone 
was а 
winner 
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Heal the 
wor 


By Jay Chiu 
Contributor 


NICEF is a worldwide orga- 
nization that aids children 
in less developed countries. 

Here in the Philippines, Unicef has 

launched an innovative way of tap- 

ping the spirit of volunteerism in 
the Filipino youth, and it is called 
the Unicef Volunteer Internship 

Program or VIP. 

1 was very fortunate to be included in this 
batch of young people whose primary goal is 
to raise much-needed funds for the projects of 
Unicef in the Philippines. 

‘We 12 volunteers came from different 
backgrounds and environments. Normally 
ме wouldnt have come together and hung 
ош, but the spiri of volunteerism called to 
each one of us 


Twin bill 

‘The ViPs were tasked to organize and man- 
age fundraising events. Fortunately, we were 
able to organize two, namely the Unicef mall 
tours and the Unicef ukay-ukay. 

“Hi Sir! Hi Ma'am! Would you like to join 
ош pledge program or donate a little amount 
to Unicef?" That was my line during the 
Unicef mall tours 

7 Twas assigned to booth in Glorietta, which 

‘was bustling with people. Approaching com- 
plete strangers Was very hard. We talked to 
people who passed by the booth and ex- 
plained Unicef's programs to them. 

Let me tell you, every person we talked to 
was a different experience. 1 met kind and 
concerned people who wanted to help, but 
others just completely ignored me. Other peo- 
ple thought we were from a credit card com- 
pany and shooed us away. (1 now have more 
respect for people in credit card booths in the. 
malls) 

But other people approached the Unicef 
booth themselves and donated money or 
things, even without us approaching them. I 
аз even able to approach President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo's daughter, Luli, who very gra- 
iously told me she was already on the 
Unicef pledge program (a monthly contri- 
bution to Unicef). 

Twas also able to talk to former First Lady 
Imelda Marcos. It was quite scary because 
of her bodyguards and the people who sur- 
rounded us while we talked. It was like 
those scenes in prom night movies where 
people would form a circle and watch you. 
dance. Well, 1 thought we were going to 
dance because madame Imelda was already 
dressed in her Filipiniana outfit. 

Our mall tour efforts paid off. We got about 
P31,000 when we combined our money with 
those from the Robinsons Galleria booth. We 
also got pledges and donors for our ukay- 
ukay. Ic was great! 

T also got to man the Unicef booth inside 
the ABS-CBN compound, where 1 got to talk 
to Edu Manzano, Bayani Agbayani, Arnel Ig- 
nacio, Ai-Ai dela Alas, Angelica Cruz, John 
Prats, Rica Peralejo and a lot of other stars! It 
was awesome talking to people who make us 
Taugh or cy. and asking them for donations to 
Unice! 


‘Ukay-ukay’ by the river 

Next thing we tackled was an ukay-ukay in 
Marikina Riverbanks. Before the event, we 
had to advertise on radio and subdivision as- 
sociations to ask for donations of old but still 
usable clothes. Then we sorted them out and 
checked the quality of each item. Only then. 
did we have the Unicef ukay-kay! 

‘The flow of people was slow at first. 1 got 
some volunteers to distribute flyers inside the 
Riverbanks mall, since we found out that 
many people were not aware of the ukay- 
шау. 

Nevertheless, they were really interested 
when they heard about it. In the following 
days, people started to come, and we sold our 
items like стазу. On our last night we had a 
"bitbit-allyou-can" promo, where you paid 
just P50 for everything you could fit inside 
‘one plastic bag. 

Ме also sold autographed items from stars 
like Sharon Cuneta, Sen. Francis “Kiko” 
Pangilinan, Heart Evangelista, Diether Ocam- 
po, Cherie Gil, South Border and Gary Valen- 
ciano, the Unicef goodwill ambassador. 

“The ukay-ukay was a great place for learn- 
ing about the Philippine marketplace. A lot of 
bargaining took place in each stall. The dis- 
counting depended on how good the buyer 
was in asking for tawad. 1 sold blouses for as 
low as PSI That's much cheaper than prices in 
Tutuban. 

1 also met a woman who asked if the 
clothes were second-hand. When 1 told her 
they were already used, she gave me a totally 
disgusted look. Oh well, you can't please ev- 
eryone. 

‘When we tallied our profits from our three- 
day sale, we gota whopping P101,000 for our 
efforts! All our hard work was so worth it 
‘Take note that this was just a mini-ukay-ukay. 
Later this year, we will organize our Mega Big 
Big Ukay- Ukay. 

But the Volunteer Internship Program has 
really nothing to do with how fnuch money 
we make. It’s about giving hope and joy to Fil- 
ipino children and other kids of the world in 
whatever way we can. 

M enabled me to gain more self-confidence; 


Іа. 


Unicefs VIP participants hard at work organizing and manning evens 
Volunteer ~ i QE 1 found new friends in my VIP comrades 
Internship (Aids, Rach, Missy, Ziggy, Jackie, Alex, Tanya, 


Jobeth, Roney, Mare, Ralph, Tricia, Tintin and 
Ms Lelet), and 1 enjoyed meeting so many 
ids. For six weeks they were my family, and 1 
am the better for it. 


Program 
brought together 
12 young 


Jay Chiu is a 20-yearold Business Adminis- 
tration student from University of Santo 


dreamers who Tomas EC 
it www uniceforg/philippines 
wanted to make We publish stories about. young ‘people and 
d groups who are trying to make a difference. 
a difference Submit articles or send us а а 
in kids’ lives ‘SUPER VOLUNTEERS. Their goal was to raise funds for Unicef programs in the Is_2bu@inguirer.com.ph. Because age is not a 


Philippines. hindrance, it's a springboard for change. 
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www.rds.com.ph О Я, Fashion everyday 


Robinsons Galleria Flagship Store ; 
Robinsons Malls | Waltermart Malls | Tutuban Center | Starmall Shaw | Metropolis Star Alabang | Festival Mall Alabang | Nepo Mall Pampanga ЖЫ 


*65,536 screen color 
Built-in camera & video recorder 
*Tri-band 


With lights that move ever so smoothly, the Nokia 3220 will positively make you glow. It's FREE on the all-consumable 
G-Flex 2500. With a brilliant offer like this, no wonder more hip people choose G-Plan over other cellphone plans. 
Drop by the nearest Globe Business Center or Hub today! 


NOKIA making great things possible GI a be 


| Yes! I want my Globe Handyphone delivered to me FREE! 1 
CALL 751-8688" OR FAX TO 799-9999 OR VISIT warwhub-eshop com to order. 


Tia feast equal the plan and numberof ines app or 


Conditions: Subject to а two-year subscription lock, 
Closure ol plan balore 24 months is subject lo а 
termination ве cl P 10,000, or handset pco, whchovet; 
is aghar. 
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week since hair mas- Gray Skuuullll!”). 


ter Henri Calayag de- 50, instead of looking like an 


I t has been less than a aka. He-Man ("By the castle of 
Asian version of Dolph Lundgren 


cided to magically trans- (wheres he, апунау?), decided 
form my black bangs into to have my hair up, pompadour 
Беара Боса пой. 1 [esee е jen 
The lat tme T did this, 1 re looked again їл he miror am 
member, I looked like Pikachu of felt like the monkey king in those 
Pokemon- but that was what we cid Shaolin movies shown on 
were gunning for. ыы АРМ 9 when we were kids. Oh 
T looked atthe mirror of H Sa- wel, Tm sure even Britney or 
" lon at Rustan’s while getting YAP И Beckham had those days when 
er eese Odinga Camos Мута оң би Бош е i haired Oy 
vy win eday bangs covering iibesertofyouh) Andieni pari rewards. For one, dont 
one side of my face (which, ac. "' К É DOBLONDES/DS 


HAVE you been devoting your time to 
making the world a better place? Have 
you been pledging your hours to good 
‘causes? Do you know someone dedicat- 
edtoservice? 

Join "Change the World Through Vol- 
unteerism: The Search for the Best Stu- 
dent Volunteez" 

"We are looking for the college stu- 
dents with a passion for volunteerism. 
You can nominate yourself or nominate 
someone else you know. 

Send us a photo copy of the nominee's 
school ID, photos of the nominee and an- 
swers to this questionnaire: 

Name: 

Age: 

School: 

Course: 

Tell us about your volunteer experi- 
ence (projects, organizations): 

"Which cause are you most passion- 
ate about? (e.g. poverty environment, 
etc) 

Why should you be chosen as the 
Best Student Volunteer? 

Entries may be sent to "Change the 
World Through Volunteerism: The 
Search for the Best Student Volunteer,” 
Philippine Daily Inquirer Bidg., Don Chi- 
по Roces Avenue comer Yague and Mas- 
tardo Streets, Makati City; ог email 

-éhangetheworldGinquirercom ph. 

“y Deadline ofsübmission ison Oct. 11, 

“42 noon. АП nominees will automati- 
cally receive a gift pack from Hands On 
Manila and Inquirer. 

‘We will be selecting 20 nominees who 
‘will each get a gift pack from Bench and 
be featured on the pages of 2bU! 

‘On Oct. 24, Hands On Manila and In- 
чилеп will have a whole day affair at the 
NBC Tent called “VIP: Volunteer in Per- 
son,” in celebration of the third anniver- 
sary of Hands On Manila. 

‘This event, which is sponsored by 
EON, Inc., BenchyHerBench, kiddiepar- 
ty.com, will be а fun full-day celebration 
of the selfless act of volunteerism. At this 
event, the top 20 nominees will be es 
corted down the ramp by UAAP players, 
‘models and celebrities in a fashion show 
directed by Ariel Lozada. 

‘The three best volunteers will also be. 
announced at this event, along with the 
‘winner ofthe People's Choice category. 

Winners will receive plaques and ex- 
citing prizes. 

All these, because your big heart and 
generous spirit deserve to be in the spot- 


WORTH OF GIFT CERTIFICATES 


@ be given to last pears quests 


Яо 
CONTACT мо. é 
SIGNATURE. — — — — — — e 
Where did you buy this copy? Please chetk н 
C Nens sandNewsboy  — ]sebierpuon сап: 
jodi Sept 27- Dee. 14 100 Р 


Вила Ociober 17 and Now 17, 2004 


Baniy Brave: October 2 and Now 72. 2004 

Send baw бе а 

ес posters and gree fo den 
ТЕБ Permie No. 2147, seres of 1004 


ЕЕ РИТИ fos 
Voip велики Que heen 


ee 


-PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER, 


192 


FOXTROT BYBILLAMEND 


7 COMICRE ef minorna 


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2004 


ALIPIN BY JESS ABRERA 


COUNTER-STRICE HAS 
А CHEAT CODE FOR 
INVULNERABILITY, 


WAS A CHEAT CODE FoR 
InVULNERABLLITY. 


BAKIT NANDI ANG ACAM NAMIN FIDELI TT 
CONPOM CLOWN KING 


AA 


TƏ LECTURE 
YOUR LEADERS \ АГ MAS MARAMING 
MAY AIDS DUNS 


Бег 3 


I" TWO-FOR - ONE" 
‘SPECIALS! 


BABY BLUES 


BY PM. JUNIOR 
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BY PATRICK MeDONNELL. 


лим Сто мәң wer 
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ATOMO AND WEBOY 


THAT MOTHER 
NATURE THINKS 
oF EVERYTHING! 


MoocH, THE SUGAR 


MAPLE TREE SAP 
RUNS... 


AND IS THEN CAUGHT| 
IN THIS LITTLE 
SPouT Te HARVEST. 
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HOROSCOPE 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


‘YOU BORN TODAY: You have a lively sense of adventure. Your belief in a positive outcome gives you courage. 
Because you care, you want to improve the lives of others. You love a goad time and always live Ме to tne. 
{ult Pople ks you because you mak hem feel good, Work hard s year for rewards next year 
Birthdate of: loan Gruffudd, actor; Elisabeth Shue, actress; Jeremy Sisto, actor. 

ARIES (March 21 to. 
ENS hori 19): Unexpected GEMINI (May 21 to LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
‘goodies might come. June 28): Unresolved 22): "When the going 
your way today at work. tensions with family gets tough, the tough 
Something pleasant ‘members might sud- 90 shopping.” Its defi 
‘could fll in your lap. You might al- епу explode today. Whatever  nitely that kind of day. Impromptu, 
sodevelop acrush onaco-worker happens is something that has spontaneous purchases are likely. 
today. (Interesting.) been stewing fora long time. Guard against losing money, how- 

ever. 

TAURUS (April 2010 CANCER (June 21 to 

May 20): New love can July 22): Your daily 

bioom today (eyes routine will definitely VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 

across a crowded room be interrupted Don't $) Sept. 22): Anew rela- 

and ali that)! И this expect things io unfold H ‘vcastip соша begin 
happens, it will be with someone today. Or something 
{ше unlkehy This person basa might suddenly come tohead ina 

ifferent background and culture. long-term relationship. People 

‘want to put their cards on the table 
and get things straight 


as usual. A sudden change of. 
plans, unexpected news and un- 
‘usual people surprise you. 
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22): You tee! restless 
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ial ши E z ses, They are ay 
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‘mm—this is more interesting.) 
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is not for ` 


conservative 


people who 


stick to 
safe, blah ` 
isrblack printed shirtand dark ` ON Bubbles: long-sleeved blue top, khaki 
denim jeans coat, and pleated green miniskirt. All fashion 


accessories from Cinderella 


p 
d I 
+): 


By Bianca Consunji 
ZbU! Correspondent 
Photos by Teotoots Leyesa 


HE NAME says it all. Flirt, 
Cinderella's new line for 
men and women, is not for 
conservative people who stick to 
safe, no-frills fashion. Itis, after all, 
all about frills—ribbons, ruffles, 
silk and other interesting trim- 
gs, especially for women. 
Guys, on the other hand, wouldn't have to 
stray from their comfort zone with cotton 
down polos, made more in- 
jg with Fires signature details such as 
colorful stripes. 

While the women’s pieces are both roman- 
tic and trendy, a little restraint is practiced 
The clothes are still practical, so ruffled skins 
and lace camisoles share the stage with but- 
ton-down shirts and suit jackets (in candy col- 
ors, of course wouldn't want to lose that 
Flirty touch) that could go from work to din- 
ner with a date. The women's collection also 


ON her: printed red-and-black top and black miniskirt. On him: 
Printed black top and pants 


UN 
ON her: aqua-blue top and white deni 
accessories from Cinderella 


ON her: floral halter top and 
ruffled skirt. On him: cream- 
colored button-down top. 
and denim jeans. All 
accessories from Cinderella. 


offers casual and cocktail dresses—no jeans 
here! 

While the line offers lots of interesting 
pieces, the clothes won't burn a hole in your | 
pocket. Although anyone with a fun sense ог | 
fashion could wear them, Flirt is ideal for stu- 
dents or young professionals who want to 
look good without blowing а lot of cash on 
clothes. 

Prices start at around PS00 for the tops, 
while pants and skirts are P800 up. Not a bad 
price to pay for clothes that could spruce up a 
boring wardrobe. 

Check our Flirt at all Cinderella outlets in 
major malls nationwide. 


E-mail the author at biancaconsunji@ya 
hoo.com 


Aside from Henri, it was my 
buddy, Epi Quizon, who got me 
on this blonde trip. 1 saw him on 
the last few shows of “Midsum- 
mer Nights Dream,” where he 
played a platinum-headed Puck. 1 
think he's doing a film about the 
day when Pinoys have all gone 
blonde, with director Peque Gal- 
laga. His co-star is top model 
colette Bell. 

‘One night last week, as Epi left 
a couple of guys pointed at hi 
laughing at his blonde hair. He 
approached them and asked, 
“Why, whats the problem?" He 
wasn't planning on picking а 
fight—but those guys chickened 
ошсапунау. 

Funny how, even in an urban 
jungle like ours, you get these 
kinds of people who think that 
personal style is about fitting in, 
getting lost in a sea of sameness. 
"peuer safe than sorry" is their 
personal motto. 

Tam not about to rally that ev- 
eryone dye their hair blonde or 
wear teddy bears on their shoul- 
ders. 1 just feel that, maybe, we 
can all have a little more fun by 
going outside our comfort zones 
to "dare for more,” as the Pepsi 
campaign battle cry would say. 

I still remember my "impromp- 
tu” acceptance speech onstage 
"with Tessa, to accept the style 
tribute for the Fearless Fashion 
Award: “I dedicate this award to 
Ш those who dare го make a 
statement in this country against 
all odds. We may mock them, we 
may love them—but we can't de- 
пу how they have opened our 
eyes as to how far style can take 

50, live а little. Or live a lot! 
Just live 


From page DI 


have to borrow Tessa Prieto 
Valdes’ wigs. Two, I can now use 
all my DOreal Kerastase, Wella 
and Tigi hair products. Three, 1 
‘ean totally fitin—ifand when I go 
to Japan. 

But if you think being “light- 
headed" is all fun—guess again. 
Bleaching my full head of jet 
black hair four times over felt like 
10 angry gay men were pulling 
my locks, as if their lives depend 
ed on it Afer а while, 1 got 
numbed by the pain.’ What 
doesn't kill me will only make my 
hain uh blonder? Okay 
shouldn't wax philosophical. This 


was pure vanity 


Safe than sorry? 

Sometimes | try to trick my 
mind in order to take in some- 
thing that it would normally give 
up on. Like thinking vegetables 
taste like Doritos. Or looking at 
the audience as if they're fully 
naked while Fm hosting (this tip 1 
got fom MTV VJ Cindy 
Kurleto—so as not to feel embar- 
rassed when you forget your lines 
onstage). Or telling myself that 
my 180th abdominal crunch feels 
like an orgasm, or visualizing 
Marc Nelson's chiseled abs cut 
and pasted on my body—you get 
my drift. But that's not my point. 


тоот. 


thats the 


Platinum dreams 

Speaking of platinum, the 
hottest party last month was the 
launch of the American Express 


Card at the Makati Shang ball- 
“Exelusi 
unprecedented class of service"— 


did all that—and how! 
1 missed i 
ion show, but 1 was right on time 
for the after-party, where 1 over- 
heard a guest gush about the 
overflowing champagne and the 
chi-chi set who graced the event. 
A day after, the Amex girls went 
around Greenbelt, 
guests to free со 
that for privilege? 
‘While sipping my bubbi 
ticed that the guests were all 
over the wall decoration. Some 
models walked by and gave теа 
couple, When 
back, it was signed by young 
artist Bernard Paquing! АП of a 
sudden, 1 fekt 
matronas who would take home 
four floral centerpieces—but 1 
stopped myself. just let my driv- 
отбой forme. 


Plastic fantastic 
The next day, another credit 
card was launched. The MTV Cred- 
it Card was being “flaunted” at 
‘Temple in Greenbelt. The VJs were 
ashing it like it was red-hot un- 
derwear. And they had reason to. 
Aside from the usual credit lin 


companies launching left and 
right? Well rs 80 days till the Su- 
per! season! Can you hear it? 
(The overplayed jingles in the 
malis) Can you feel it? (The 
weather is getting cooler) 

Its closer than you think. (Еп. 
ter Joe Mari Chan: "Whenever 1 
see giris and boys selling lanterns 
on the streets..”) 

‘And it doesn't take somebody 
blonde to tell you thar. 


gives the card holder hip and hot 
perks (discounts, freebies and ac- 
cess!) —s0 it's not just your regular 
plastic. Its plastic fantastic! 

Equitable Bank bigwigs were 
ай smiles as pop princess Kyla 
“flaunted” not just her card but 
her voice as well. 1 also saw Jack 
Madrid, МТУ main man who's 
behind the music station's latest 
rebirth, 

So why are all these credit card 


privileges and 


‘Amex promise. They 


‘Vera Wang fash- 


Fashion brand holds show 
and exhibit today 


be styling the 50 plus piece col- 
lection. 

Also part of the festivities is 
Bayo's Filipino and Proud Ex- 
hibit which will be unveiled be- 
fore the show. The exhibit fea- 
tures photographs of 10 Fi 
ina achievers captured by Хал- 
der Angeles, MTV Style Awards 
2004 photographer of the year. 
Among the 10 are champion 
speaker Patria Evangelista, 
Olympian Bea Lucero Lhuillier, 
makeup maestro Xeng Zulue- 
ta, lawyer Katrina Legarda, 
and Lea Salonga. 


Т looked at the — pAYO will mount its first run- 


way show “A Girl Like You" to- 
day, 5 p.m., at Glorieta Activi- 
ty Center 

То showcase Bayo's new im- 
age, a massive search for 25 
young college girls who will 
walk the ramp in a Robbie Car- 
mona directed spectacular was 
conducted. Young women 
from the nation's top universi- 
ties were selected not only for 
their looks but also because of 
their unique personalities. 
MIV Style awards 2004 stylist 
of the year, Jenni Epperson will 


‘one of those 
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